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NOTHING YAMMY ABOUT GRAMMYS

N’YORK CITY: From Grammy Awards was
this eye and ear pointof nothing to write home
view and hearing the about. This personal
25th spotlighting of the opinion is that it was a
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public showing of how

' the Record Industry has

been masticated and
segregated to insure

' the dominance of

whites In a wax whirl
that was originally bullt
through the talented ef-
forts of a mixed number
of stars. In the days
when the names of
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Wiison, Count Basle,

Duke Ellington, Benny
Goodman, Chick Webb,
Billie Holiday, Fletcher
Henderson, Ethel
Waters, Bessie Smith,
Nat King Cole, Cab Cal-
loway, The Mills Bros.,
W. C. Handy, Fats
Waller, Woody Herman,
Loule Armstrong, Guy
Lombardo, Teddy

Lionel Hampton, Dinah
Washington, Lena
Horne, Pearl Balley,
Sarah Vaughan and Bil-
ly Eckstine graced the
records labels, the
sound was music and
not bastardized Into
meaningless biased
categories to polarize
the business along
raclal and geographical
lines of a nation already
too marked by racism.
Too many of the Gram-
my winners are cast in
categories to which
they don’t seem to be-
long. Many are over-
nite sen-say-tions that
are acceptable to the

. ears of but one genera-

tion. So doing, they
spin their stuff for an In-
dustry which has been
taken over by the lords
of the quick buck and Is
bound to self-destruct
since too few of them
are solid superstars
with the proven abllity
that can withstand the
tide of changing taste.
Count Basie, Ray
Charles, Lena Horne,
Marvin Gaye, Lionel

Richie, Willie Nelson,
Ella Fitzgerald, Leon-
tyne Price and Kenny
Rogers kept the eye-
earing from being a
complete boor.

Ray Charles

PERSONALITIES:
The black-owned Ben-
nett Medical Systems,
Phila., has come up
with a new blood con-
tainer that will save gal-
lons of the life sustain-
ing liquid from patients
to lab. Eimer T. Bennett,
prexy, expects the pro-
duct will add millions of
galions to the blood
bank because of the
lesser amount that will
have to be drawn for
testing... The Handy
Bros. Music Co., found-
ed by the Immortal W.C.
Handy, “The Father of
the Blues,” ended Feb.,
Black History Month,”
with a tribute to black
composers, artists and
musicians through its
recognition of the out-
standing accomplish-
ments of members of
the National Ass’n. of
Negro Musicians ...
The Dance Theatre of
Harlem, which racked
up its usual impressive
session at the City
Center in lower Man-
hattan, will be a part of
the May-June “Spoleto
Festival U.S.A. sched-
uled for historic
Charleston, S.C. It will
be joined by the North
Carolina Dance Theater
and the companies of
David Gordon and Elisa
Monte.

A CELEBRATION:

One of the msot signifi-
cant, but least publi-
cized celebrations of
Black History Month,
was the Africatown se-
cond annual folk festi-
val to commemorate
the history of the peo-
ple of Prichard, Plateau
and Magazine Point,
Alabama. The event
points out how the first
settlers of the area sur-
vived, worked and
created the existing
community. Located on
the Gulf Coast, within
the county of Mobile, it
is the oldest African
community In the State
of Alabama. With a pop-
ulation of approximate-

ly 10,000, many of their ;

foreparents came from
the African countries of
Ghana, Peoples Repub-
lic of Benin and
Nigeria. in fact, the his-
tory of Africatown,
U.S.A. originated in
Ghana West Africa,
near the present city of
Tamale in 1859. The of-
ficial opening of the
festival by Major John
H. Smith, was applaud-
ed by U.S. senators and
congresspersons, state
and local elected offi-
clals. Prichard’s Blount
and Vigor High Schools
showcased their
bands. The arts and
crafts exhibits were us-
ed to capture the cus-
toms, tradition and
ceremony of Africa. Ac-
cording to Emile Jones,
public relations direc-
tor, it integrates the
Nigerian African experl-
ence with a philosophi-
cal perspective of the
present and future
African American reali-
ty...STAY LOOSE. Bil-
ly Rowe is a syndicated
columnist.
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