
HILL — 

Democrats increased 
their majority in the 
House of Representa- 
tives from 243 to 269 
seats out of 435, that 19 
of 33 Democrats runn- 

ing for the Senate were 

elected, and that Demo- 
crats increased by 
seven their control of 
governorships was a 

clear demonstration of 
widespread voter 
discontent with Rea- 
ganomics. The fact that 
blue collar workers and 
union members also re- 

turned solidly to the 
Democratic fold by a 

vote of some two to one 

is an Indication that it Is 
possible to reconstruct 
the same coalition for 
social Justice which set 
the direction for na- 

tional policy through- 
out the 1960s. 

That the Democrats 
did not score an even 

larger electoral victory 
Is In large measure due 
to the fact that the 

Democratic Party failed 
to articulate a compre- 
hensive, unified 
economic strategy aim- 
ed at putting our nation 
back on the road to re- 

covery. An important 
battle will be waged 
within the Democratic 
Party in 1983 and 1984 
over just what such a 

Democratic program 
will be. A critical force 
within that battle will 
be the coalition of or- 

ganized labor, blacks, 
and other minorities. 

If blacks and the 
unions are successful 
in playing a key role in 
developing a socially 
Just program for tack- 
ling the problems of 
economic growth, rein- 
dustrlallzatlon, and 
modernization, the 
1982 elections will have 
been a harbinger of a 

new decade of social 
responsibility. If this 
coalition fails, the 
working people of our 

country will continue to 
suffer from the mis- 
guided policies of 
economic conser- 

vatism. 
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JACOB- 

Advisors, who admitted 
in his confirmation 
hearings that Reagano- 
mics has “been decis- 
ively proved wrong.” 

It never could have 
worked. Huge tax cuts 
for the affluent com- 

bined with runaway 
military spending and 
deep cuts in social pro- 
grams were a prescrip- 
tion for disaster. Rea- 
ganomics was suppos- 
ed to encourage invest- 
ment and create jobs, 
but capital spending 
declined and unem- 

ployment rose. Instead 
of stimulating busi- 
ness, it Just wiped out 
thousands of job-creat- 
ing small businesses. 

So fair-minded peo- 
ple of all political per- 
suasions are con- 

cluding that the experi- 
ment failed and staying 
the course for much 
longer can only inflict 
still more damage. 

Finally, inequality is 
growing in this nation 
that has always valued 
equal opportunity and a 

fair share for ail. That is 

a direct result of the tax 
cuts and spending cuts 
that are an essential 
part of Reaganomics. 

A recent study by the 
National Journal says 
that the bottom fifth of 
American families aver- 

aged about $3,800 in 
cash income in 1981. in 
1983, they’ll have about 
$60 less, dropping their 
share of national in- 
come down to only 4.2 
percent. 

The top fifth of 
American families aver- 

ages about $37,000 in 
income. In 1983, they’ll 
gain over $2,000 to ac- 

count for 43.3 percent 
of the nation’s income. 

Instead of all groups 
sharing in a rise In the 
nation’s wealth or all 
losing equitably in a 

Depression, we have 
the classic situation of 
the rich getting richer 
and the poor, poorer. 

Now that the din of 
the electioneering has 
died down, we need a 

national effort to come 

up with a game plan 
that gets us out of this 
Depression and into a 

full-employment 
economy that invests In 
the vast human poten- 
tial of all of its citizens. 
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NEAL 

black folks wearing a necktie. 
As an elective official, I have developed certain 

rules about the new people I meet. First, I think of 
them as being the police and next the C.I.A. If they 
pass the latter, we can talk. 

Now a word about Lovell Gaines. Gaines may not 
be able to speak the King’s English, but as to his 
honesty and reasoning ability, I will stand up 
against any person in this community or outside of 
it. Where Gaines’ failures may be, is in the area of 
Parliamentary law — in short, in the conducting of 
meetings. But this is not a failure peculiar to 
Gaines alone. It is peculiar to those who now want 
Gaines out of office. 

The NAACP has survived many attacks such as 

we have seen this past week and will survive many 
more in the future. There is an order to the way 
things happened under the auspices of the NAACP. 
It operates by a rule of law. Perversiveness will not 
become the rule. It has not in the past and it will not 
now. The NAACP will survive. 

GENERAL FACTS ON 
SMOKING AND HEALTH 

Seventy percent of the population believes that 
smoking should be restricted to fewer places. More 
than half of all smokers agree to this as well. 

A leading life Insurance company report shows 
that the average life expectancy for a 32-year-old 
man who did not smoke cigarettes was 79 years, 
compared with 72 years for a 32-year-old smoker. 

Blacks are lighter smokers than whites. Eighty- 
two percent of black smokers go through a pack or 

less a day, compared to 66% of whites. Thirty-four 
percent of white smokers though, consume more 

than one pack of cigarettes per day, compared to 
18% of all black smokers. 
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