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his mind, it caused him
to remember that
“grown up” discussion
around the supper table
that he had heard that
Easter Sunday evening
in 1839.

Day in and day out he
remembered and day In
and day out he was re-
minded that Marian An-
derson had been hum-
illated In her own land
while treated like royalty
abroad. He was re-
minded that she had
been put In her place
and that, except for Mrs.
Roosevelt, no one stood
up for her. He was aware
that there were other
black people who were
being humiliated, day in
and day out as she had

—been.

There was something
wrong with that. Even as
a chiid he realized that
there was something
wrong with that. Marian
Anderson was an Amer-
Ilcan. He had already
learned in his school
books what being an
American meant. Al-
ready he had begun to
recognize that there
were contradictions to
be found in what he was

being taught.

He probably mused
the lines of the song:

My country tis of thee
Sweet land of liberty
Of thee I sing
Land where my
fathers died
Land of the Pilgrims’
pride
From every mountain-
side
Let freedom ring
That song would con-

tinue to course through
his mind for the remain-

- der of his life.

Martin was no hero.
Remember, he did not

belleve In vicience. Per-
haps | should say that
he was not a hero In the
sense of the common
blueprint. He did not
plan to go on a rampage
nor did he Iintend to, one
day, right all Ihowronga
of the world. He Internal-
Ized that event of Marian
Anderson and the
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution uncon-
sclously and it became
a part of him. It might
well have been the first

straw of a whole serles

of straws which would
ultimately lead to the

one which would prove

to be too much to stand
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to the raignatlon of
President Nixon for his

Involvement In the

Watergate coverup and
Jjust as the judiclal pro-
cess led to the punish-
ment of those gulity for
the My Lal massacre In
Vietnam, so In Israel
the democratic process
wlil be the ultimate ar-
biter.

Out of the shock of
Shallat and Sabra have
come the first stirrings
of a way out of the Mid-
dle East’'s latest
tragedy. And as we
Justifiably joln the
chour of condemna-
tions of the Belrut mas-
sacre we can only hope
that the new Lebanese
President Amin
Gemayel will follow
Israel’'s example and
launch his own Inde-

pendent inquiry to pun-
Ish those directly re-
sponsible for the out-
rage. Such a move
would augur well for
the new Lebanese Pres-
Ident, who faces the dif-
flcult task of construct-
ing a stable and demo-
cratic soclety.

The events of recent
days serve to restore
our faith In the judge-
ment of the Israell peo-
ple. They have made It
absolutely clear that
not external pressure
but the internal expres-
sion of Israell morality
and consclencs, led to
the establishment of
the Independent judi-
clal commission of In-
quiry. This recent tumn
of events can comfort
us, but It should not
surprise us. For It Is
another affirmation of
the wisdom of the peo-
ple — the fundamental

tenet of democracy.
Americans snould re-
call the long and tedl-
ous process that led to
the Nixon Impeach-
ment hearings. We
should recall that calis
for his resignation were
Ineffective untll that
process was well ad-
vanced. We can hope
that the Israell judiclal
Inquiry will be prompt

9
and speedy. But the re-
cent expressions of
consclence should
make us confldent that
Israel’s people will act
wisely and democratl-
cally to set their own
house In order. We
should recognize that
in launching thelr com-
mission of Inquiry the
Israelis are on the right
course.
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All of us always take
as much crap as we can.
Sooner or later It gets to
a point where we must
confront the cause of
our grief. Remember
what Owen Wister, the
author of the book The
Virginian, said: “A

_man’s sense of himself
Is the most important -
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thing he has.” Such is

true of all of us. Adding
insuit to Injury is what
race relations in the
United States is histori-
cally known for. We can
only take so much. Still,
we do not know what
our breaking points are

Ahhh. My country tis
of thee.
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THE NEVADA EQUAL RIGHTS
COMMISSION OFFERS
PROTECTION TO ALL RESIDENTS

Federal and State Statutes
prohibit discrimination because of
Race, Color, Sex, Age, Religion, National Origin,
Physical, Visual, or Aural Handicap

Our purpose Is to enforce laws covering:
Equal Employment Opportunities
Public Accommodations
Fair Housing

Main Office: 1515 East Tropicana, Suite 580
Las Vegas 1
Telephone 386-5304

Branch Office: 1135 Terminal Way, Suite 110, -

Telephone: 784-8355

Otfice Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday
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