Adolph Hitler was
dumb but he was not al-
together stupid.

When Jesse Owens
went to the Berlin Olym-
pics and high hurdled
Hitier's views of raclal

superiority, dashed his
Aryan arrogance Into
his face In the spesed
events, Hitler leamed a
very important lesson:
“If you give a person an
equal , they will
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MY COUNTRY TIS OF

By Roosevell Filzgerald

generally do an equal
job.” It was perhaps the
most meaningful lesson
he ever leamed.

Hitler discovered that
if he wanted to pull off
his raclal superiority
scam, he had better not
permit those he felt
superior to, to compete.
Only by so doing could
he merchandise his
Aryan fallacy.

A few years later,
while on tour In Europe,

Marlan Anderson was
denled an opportunity to
sing in Berlin. She had
given concerts through-
out the continent. She
had been grested by
kings and queens,
duchesses and dukes,
princes and princesses.
Throngs cheered her
wherever she went and
wherever she went she
was treated like royaity.
Everywhere except Ger-
many. There Hitler did
not wish to risk her up-

' staging his frauleins
. and thereby risk having

yet another fallacy for-

Yes, Germany of the

. 1930s was not a place

for decency, honor or
ethics. Germany was a
place symbolized by a
madman leading a
bunch of scared, weak,
bigoted, no good, dirty,
low down, yellow bellied
sapsuckers who were
themselves mad for fol-
lowing him.

So Marian Anderson
came home-to the
United States In 1839.
As her ship steamed off
to the Western Heml-
sphere, her thoughts
were probably not on
her triumphs in Europe

TOWING

FAST

TOLEFREE

300 W. OWENS AVE

INC.

24 HOUH
ROAD SERVICE

EPAIR

MAJOR & MINOR AUTO R

- 646-000

RADIO TELEPHONE DISPATCHED CRCA # 3032

PUBLIC & PRIVATE
IMPOUNDS & STORAGE
LOCAL &
LONG DISTANCE

but of her humiilations
in Germany. ;

it is part of human
nature to forget the
good and dwell on the
bad. This Is so not be-
cause we are self-de-
structive but because

hurts linger much, much ' §

longer. The events
which awaited Marian
Anderson on her retumn
to the states would re-

main with her. She never

dwelled on it but It did
leave Its scars.

What happened to .

Marian Anderson when
she retumed? First, she
went on tour of the

country and only per-

formed at those places

where both blacks and

whites could attend

- without segregation.

Her tour was successful
and she was scheduled
to perform at Constitu-
gog Hall in Washington,
Everything went well
until the Daughters of
the American Revolu-
tion created a flap over
her upcoming concert. It
was their feeling that
since the Hall came un-
der their jurisdiction
(really?) and because of
her skin color she would
not be permitted to give
a concert there. Little
did they realize that
black soldlers had
fought for Iindepen-
dence for the country as
had whites and thai
Marian had as good of a
chance of being a
“Daughter’”” of the
American Revolution as
they. .
Nonetheless, they
were uneducated and
adamant In their views’
_and thereby prevented

her appearance at the
Hall. Eleanor Roosevelt,
wife of the President of
the United States,
Franklin Delano Roose-
velt, protested their ac-
tions and when the DAR

would not ollnqulsh,

she withdrew her mem-
bership from the organi-
zation.
Subsequently,
through the President,
she was able to get Sec-
retary of the Interlor,
Harold Ickes to allow
the usa of the Lincoln
Memorial for a concert
to be given on Easter
Sunday moming.

Her opening song

was “My Country Tis of
Thee.” It was her quiet
way of saying that even
though her country had
tummed Its back on her,

she would not tum her

back on It.

A large portion of
Black America suffered
along with her. All black
people had suffered but
some were unaware —
those who were too
young to understand
and those who were so
“out of It” that they did
not even realize what
was really going.
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Around the country,
black peopie not only
empathized with her
dilemma but they also
had concemns about the
effects that that denial
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You see, there is al-
ways a portion of the
population which Is an-
xlous to use anything as
an excuse to put black
people “In thelir places.”
Some were of a
mind that her audacity
would rub off on other
black people. Simul-
taneously, some black
people were certain that
somehow they would be
punished for her aude-

city.

In Atlanta, Georgla, In
1939, when Marlan was
humiliated, It was talked
about among black peo-
ple as much as It was In
Washington, D.C. One
of the homes where It
was discussed was that
of Martin Luther King,
Sr.

1839 was a time when
chiidren were seen and
not heard. Martin Junlor
heard. He heard grown-
ups talking about It and
what Marlan had done..
Her choice of the song:
‘““My Country Tis of
Thee,” struck a chord
with him. It stuck In his
mind. It was a song
which he and other
children, all over the
United States, sangona
daily basis In their
schools. Perhaps It was
second only to the Na-
tional Anthem. Never
before, however, had It
carried such a meaning
for him.

For all of those days
before, it had Just been a
song like any other of a
thousand songs. A song
to be sang and stored
away until It needed
singing again and no-
thing more. That was all
It was. it had no special
meaning nor any special

to sither he
or any others. it was just
.a song. _

Suddeniy, it meant
something. Suddenly,
each and every day that
he heard |t at school and
sang it &t school and
heard it course through_



