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WASHINGTON, D.C. 
— The relentless pur- 
suit of the Black Press, 
The Pittsburgh Courier, 
The Chicago Defender, 
The Am’News, The Nor- 
folk Journal and Guide 
and some other print 
media In the late 30s 
thru the 40s, promul- 
gated a new beginning 
In the U.S. Air Force 
which has finally spark- 
ed a prideful recogni- 
tion of “Black Wings.” 
At last, total history has 
seen fit to salute the 
warriors, and the men 

and women before 
them, whose courage 
and daring led a people 
beyond the borders 
which separated blacks 
from whites In a world 
yet to come to grips 
with bias. In a tasteful 
and factual manner the 
National Air and Space 
Museum of the Smith- 
sonian Institute dedi- 
cated a space to exhibit 
the exploits of those 
persons, who In peace 
and war, had soared be- 
yond the grandeur of 
the tallest mountains 
on man-made wings. 

The exhibit, “Black 
Wings: — The Ameri- 
can Black In Aviation,” 
Is divided Into two 
parts. Part one, “Head- 

——— 

winds,” deals with 
Eugene Bullard ajid 
Bessie Coleman. They 
were the first black 
Americans to receive 
pilot’s licenses./ 
However, because of 
discrimination they • 

were forced to obtain 
their flight training In 
Fra nr a 

Bullard (1864-1.961) 
was In the infantry of 
the French Foreign 
Legion at the start of 
WWI. He transferred to 
the Lafayette Flying 
Corps in 1917. The 
French awarded him* 15 
medals, Including the- 
medal of honor, for his • 

services in two World 
Wars. Ms. Coleman^ 
(1893-1926), who was 

the first black, pilot 
licensed in the U.S., be- 
came a stunt pilot. Dur- 
ing her short career she 
inspired many, young 
blacks to enter avia- 
tion. She was killed in 
an aircraft accident,in 
1926. By 1931 Chicago 
had become the center 
of black aviation/this 
was the year the° Chal- 
lenger Air Pilot’s ASs’n 
started promoting1 avia- 
tion In the black com- 

munity. In 1933 when 
the group was. barred 
from opening at estab-. 

Ilshed airports in the 
Chicago ared, It opened 
ope in Robbins, III.,9 a 

black township. * 

* As early as 1929 Los \ 
Angeles vied' with, the 
windydty for Black 
aviation honors. Out ; 
there a group of flight 
enthusiasts organized, 
the Bessie Coleman < 

Aero Club to promote 
aviation'In the* black 
community. An all- 
black air show /it spon- 
sored onLaborDay, 
1931, the first such In 
the country, attracted 
some 15,000. specta- 
tors: However, It topped 
Itself Ip 1932 whep the 
club sponsored the 
transcontinental flight 
of *James H. Banning 
and Thomas C. Allen. 
They used an Alexan- 
der Eagle Rock Air- 
plane thet cost $400 
and the* “Flying 
Hobos,” as they called 
themselves, had a $100 
expense kitty. The 
flight from L.A. to N.Y. 
took 41 hrs. and 27 
mins. They were the 
first blacks to fly coast 
to coast. 

1939 was the start-up 
pf a government funded 
civilian, pilot training 
program: It offered 
blacks an opportunity 
to secure flight, train- 
ing, biit° on a segre- 
gated basis. Prograriis 
were offered. at Tuske- 
gee, Howard University 
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and other predoml- 
nantly black schools. 
Therefore, though seg- 
regation persisted, 
there were 102 licensed 
black pilots, a tenfold 
Increase in one decade. 
This was an active and 
visible way to put to 
rest the once widely- 
held notion in the avia- 
tion community that 
“blacks lacked the apti- 
tude to fly.” Now, no- 

body can deny that 
Black Americans have 
failed to demonstrate a 

keen Interest In parti- 
cipating In civil and 
military aviation. Part 
two of this high flying 
story will appear In our 

next write around so 

keep your eyes on base. 
In the meantime the ex- 

hibit opened on eye- 
level at the Air and 
Space Museum Sept. 
23rd. 

BATTLELINES — 

The Los Angeles Hum- 
an Relations Commis- 
sion, and that City’s 
major Industry, film 
making, screen and 
tube, Is In a devil of a 

tussle over insufficient 
representation of dis- 
cernible ethnic minori- 
ties for the film and TV 
Industries. Warren L. 
Steinberg, the Com- 
mlsh’s Proxy, said that 
the main goal of the 

body Is “full and equal 
participation in the af- 
fairs of this community 
for all people.” How- 
ever, CBS has charged 
the commission with 
Infringing upon its First 
Amendment guaran- 
tees. That leaves us to 
wondering where In 
those rights are the 
ones to discriminate 
because of race, creed, 
etc.? It’s high time 
somebody does 
something about the 
moguls of the City and 
Make Believe who con- 

tinue to act like 
America Isn’t a nation 
of different races, and 
faces and faith which 
gives It Its distinction 
and strength. Jessie 
Mae Beavers, chairper- 
son of the Commish’s 
affirmative action sub- 
corn., is the daughter of 
the late Louise Beavers 
of screen fame. She 
would have made It 
much bigger than she 
did were there no bias 
barriers before her 
talent because she was 

black... Lensman Gor- 
don Anderson may go 
to the marketplace with 
game created by the 
late Godfrey Cam- 
bridge and given to him. 
“50 Easy Steps to The 
White House” by the 
comic, Is allegedly “for 

discriminating people 
of all races,” and was 

masterminded In ’68. 
Rita “PeeWee” 

Davis, Sr., Sammy 
Davis, Jr.’s stepmother, 
answered that final call 
the other day. It left all 
of those who were privi- 
leged to have known 
her saddened by this 
loss. She was good 
people who spent her 
coming and going 
among friends and foes 
without words of ran- 

cor. Her personality 
was always on the sun- 

ny side of the street and 
was known to many, 
while her anger was a 

total stranger. The way 
the world turns, the 
state of affairs In which 
it is in, It Is perhaps 
best that good people 
like “pee-wee” leave It 
In Its turmoil ... STAY 
LOOSE ... Billy Rowe 
Is a syndicated column- 
ist. 
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Moulin Rouge Hotel 

900 West Bonanza Road 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

October 12,1982 
Two Big Shows 

ROGER 
featuring 

"ZAPP" 
Showtimes: 8:30 p.m. and 11:30 p.m. 

Tickets: $10.50 in advance 
$11.50 at the door 

Ticket Locations and Sale Times: 
Odyssey Records Club Rouge 

5 p.m. -10 p.m. nightly 24 hours daily 


