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USSR frequently Is at 
the forefront of resolu- 
tions against Imperial- 
ism and colonialism, no- 

thing can obscure the 
fact that the USSR, It- 
self, Is the world’s last 
great remaining col- 
onial empire. The USSR, 
In fact, Is a continuation 
of the centuries-old Rus- 
sian Tsarist Empire and 
today Includes In Its 
clutches such nations 
as the Ukraine, Lith- 
uania, Armenia, Geor- 
gia, Latvia, and Estonia. 
The peoples of each of 
these nations, as well as 
of such Soviet satellites 
as Poland, Czechoslo- 
vakia and Bulgaria, con- 

tinue to be denied their 
elementary right to self- 
determination. 

In their overtures to 
Africa and the Third 
World, the Soviets have 
sought to exploit the 
carefully constructed 
myth of the USSR as a 

racially tolerant society. 
Recent evidence, 
however, leads to an en- 

tirely different conclu- 
sion. 

A study Just released 
by the Rand Corpora- 
tion, a respected 
research Institute which 
conducts studies for the 
U.S. government and for 
private organizations, 
Indicates that racial pre- 
judices are extremely 
pronounced In the 
Soviet military and have 
resulted In violent con- 

flicts and discrimina- 
tion against minorities. 
The fundamental source 

of such conflict Is bet- 
ween yellow Central 
Asians, most of whom 
are Moslems, and white 
Europeans. According 
to some of those Inter- 
viewed In the Rand 
report, military officers 
encourage racial and 
ethnic conflict because 
It is easier to control a 

multi-racial and multi- 
national force whose 

members are divided by 
barriers of prejudice, 
language, and culture. 
In essence the Sovlety 
military Is applying the 
tactic of “divide and 
rule” which has so suc- 

cessfully fragmented 
opposition in the Soviet 
Union as a whole. 

For decades the Sov- 
iets have been able to 
suppress reports of Inci- 
dents Involving racial 
and national conflict In 
the USSR. They have 
been successful In do- 
ing so because totalitar- 
ian dictatorship makes 
It possible for the auth- 
orities to effectively sti- 
fle the free flow of Infor- 
mation. In recent years, 
however, self-published 
underground news- 

papers Issued by demo- 
cratic activists In the 
USSR, have begun pro- 
vldlng a clearer picture 
of the nature of Soviet 
reality. Reports of racial 
Incidents Involving 
Soviet citizens and 
black African students 
attending Soviet univer- 
sities have also reached 
the West with Increas- 
ing frequency. 

From this small but 
Impressive assortment 
of evidence It Is possi- 
ble to conclude that the 
USSR confronts seri- 
ous problems of racial, 
religious, and ethnic 
prejudice. In large mea- 

sure such prejudice Is 
the product of the offi- 
cial government policy 
of anti-Semitism, of 
state opposition to reli- 
gious and cultural free- 
dom, and of the attempt 
by the Soviet govern- 
ment to Russify the en- 

tire population of the 
USSR, i.e., to Impose the 
Russian language on 

non-Russian peoples. In 
part the ethnic and 
racial prejudice which Is 
so widespread In the 
USSR is the product of 
an Imperial Ideology 
masking Itself behind 
slogans of “friendship 
among nations” and 
“internationalism.’’ 
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As the nations of 
Africa and of the Third 
World become more ac- 

quainted with the reali- 
ties of the Soviet system 
and of the large gap be- 
tween Sovlety rhetoric 
and performance, there 
will be a further erosion 
of the USSR’s Influence 
In the Third World. This 
Is a healthy and neces- 

sary development which 
can play a significant 
role In furthering the 
democratic transforma- 
tion of the Third World. 
Such a process can be 
aided by the counter-ex- 
ample of firm American 
commitment to racial 
Justice at home and by a 

consistent American 
policy which speaks out 
against apartheid and 
racial Injustice the 
world over. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
SEAFOODS 

953 E. Sahara 

i. 

TOLIPIA 1.79 lb 
■V 

BUFFALO 1.99 lb 

CATFISH 2.99 lb 

SAND DABS 2.85 lb 

SCALLOPS 6.99 lb 

WHOLE SEA BASS 2.75 lb 

CARP 1.49 lb 

Open 9:00 a.m. ■ 5:30 p.m. Mon. ■ Sat. 
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