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Point of View

Alice
Key

In an era of et travel, fast food establishments
for family dining out consumption, instant coffee,
and flash news bulletins, It Is little wonder that
few people trouble to read newspapers. That Is to
be forever lamented.

What newspapers do better than any other
medila, aslde from the obvious (In-depth reporting
and providing features geared to appeal to every
Interest), Is to reflect a focused point of view. This
Is the essence and character of a newspaper that
differentiates one from the other, and from which
stems the relative influence and power of In-
dividual newspapers.

Unquestionably, the stepchlld of the media Is
Black press. Most Black newspapers are largely
Ignored by national advertisers desplte the proven
lucrative Black consumer market. There Is also an
emroneous premise often expressed that no longer
Is a need for Biack newspapers Inasmuch as the
dally metropolitan press covers Black news
storles and the activities of Blacks, and also, In
some Instances, afford Black reporters on staff.

There are two Institutions which have been In
the vanguard of American Blacks’ struggle for
equality of opportunity, freedom and Justice. The
Black press and the NAACP have done Infinitely
more toward the achlevement of gains made by
Blacks than any other factor, faction, or force. It Is
my unequivocal opinlon that, without the Black
press and the NAACP, there would stlll be full
scale segregation In every aspect of American
life. It bothers me to see complacent Blacks, pre-
sently enjoying the frultion of victorles achleved
by years of constantly battering the walis of
bigotry, actually walking around smuggly content
that they hold the responsible, lucrative positions,
or enjoy the spotlight of super-stardom that they
do, because of their Individual merits or talents.

Not so, self-decelved ones, all the talent and
abllity, even degrees, In the world were as naught
In our home of the free untll dogged, massive clvil
rebellion and legal batties that went all the way to
the Supreme Court were tenaclously fought for
the rights of Blacks and all minorities by the Black
press and the NAACP.

There will aiways be a need for the NAACP and
the Black press. It Is to them that all present day
Blacks owe their present stature, thelr living and,
too often, even their very lives. Thank God, they
are stlll In there pltching!

With Black newspapers the accent Is on a dif-
ferent syllable than that of the metropolitan press.
There Is a constant need for the Black press to
focus on Issues, problems, and events on the
local, natlonal, and International scene from a dif-
ferent perspective. There |s, regrettably, also the
constant need to remind Blacks that only a few
battles have been won——that the war Is far from
belng over. There are more unemployed Blacks to-
day than there were before the civil rights struggle
of the '60’s. This year (1982), there was a filibuster
In the Senate against measures of protection for

extenslon of the 1965 Voting Rights Act -

(measures, | might add opposed by Nevada's
Congressman who wants to be our Senator, but
supported by Senator Howard Cannon who Is
clearly the best, most Informed, knowledgeable,
and caring representative Nevadans have). Only
the Black press and the NAACP remain acutely

See KEY, Page 8

THE SOUTH
AFRICAN TRADE

By BAYARD RUSTIN

South Africa Is a
divided country.

Through a dehumaniz-
ing and degrading
system of

raclal

B yal"d Rustin

UNION STRUGGLE

leadership to Implement
significant reforms has
helped strengthen the
hand of antl-democratic
left-wing opposlition
movements. For those
who are committed to
the establishment of a
non-racist and demo-
cratic South Africa, the
growth In the left-wing
radicallsm Is as disturb-
ing as the parallel
growth of right-wing ex-
tremism wlithin the
white Afrlkaner com-
munity.

Riots and protests —
a product of South
Africa’s denial of basic
human rights and demo-
cratic freedoms to the
vast majorlty of Its
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separatism and oppres-
slon, South Africa’s
white minority has sown
the seeds of violence.
The unwillingness of
the white South African

population — erupted
with Increasing frequen-
cy In the late seventies.
Industrial unrest was on
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PEOPLE,
PLACES

and
POLITICS i
By Joe Neal . g ¢

We are beginning to hear more and more about
the advantages of a “flat tax”, a term which has
been generated from the discussion of our pro-
gressive tax system,

Our present tax code was concelved on the no-
tion that those who made more should pay more.
This Is why It is called a progressive tax. But with
individuals not wanting to pay taxes at all or feel-
ing that they were paying too much, these atti-
tudes have been translated into political rhetoric
by the politiclans “to cut taxes” and as a result,
many loopholes have been created In the present
tax code to address these concemns.

The effect of creating the tax loopholes has
allowed some wealthy people to escape paying
taxes at all. Many perceive this action of not tax-
Ing the wealthy and high income Individual as a
deliberate act of the government and therefore,
unfair to them. So the question Is usually asked,
“If the wealthy can get away with not paying
taxes, why can’t 1?”

This buming question has lead many to avold
the paying of their fair share of taxes, which Is
causing a short fall In revenue to operate the gov-
emment. This short fall In revenue to the govern-
ment Is further enhanced by taxes not being pald
on money made from lllegal activity. This, added
to the loopholes created for the wealthy, means

See NEAL, Page 14

To Be Equal

FORMULATING URBAN
POLICY

By JOHN E. JACOB

The administration
was mightlly embar-
rassed a few weeks ago
when a draft report on
urban policy was leaked
to the press. Prepared
by staff members of the
Department of Housing
and Urban Develop-

alarm anyone Interested
in the fate of the cltles.

The draft plainly
stated that “the federal
government cannot de-
velop the flexible, broad
range of policles and
partnerships needed to
rebulld and revitalize ur-
ban life.”
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ment, the leaked report
drew such a storm of
protest that the Presi-
dent himself had to
publicly disassoclate
himself from It.

The protest was well-
founded, for the staff
proposals not only
amounted to abandon-
ment of troubled cities
by their federal govern-
ment, but also contaln-
ed Inflammatory state-
ments calculated to

Why not? Isn't that
what the federal govern-
ment should In fact be
doing? After all, the al-
ternative Is Inflexible,
narrow policles that Im-
pede urban revitallza-
tion.

The Administration
has opted to cut back
heavily on federal sup-
ports for urban systems,
placing greater respon-
sibllities on states. In
keeping with the em-

phasis on “new federal-
ism” and “voluntarism,”
the controverslal draft
report says:

“It wlll now be the

John E. Jacob
responsibllity of local
leadership, working
closely with the private

sector and the city’s
nelghborhoods, to de-

velop a strategy for the
survival and prosperity
of the country’s clties.”

What that bolls down
to Is: no policy at all.

It doesn't really mat-
ter that those words are
drawn from a draft docu-
ment never officlally re-
leased and openly dis-
avowed by the Adminls-
tration, for Its reflects
the real attitudes of key
policy-makers. It Is con-
sistent with what the
Administration has said
and done since It took
office.

However appropriate
rellance on Individual ef-
fort and market
mechanism may be In
other sectors, they are
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The views expressed on these editorial pages
are those of the artists or authors indicated. On-
ly the one indicated as the Sentinel editorial
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