After allegedly rob-
bing a Safeway market
at 3255 Las Vegas Blvd.
North, two cousins were
captured by police Mon-
day, shortly before 11
a.m.

Arrested were
Leonard McGee, 24, and
his teenage cousln,
whose Identlfy was
withheld because of his
age.

McGee was Identifled

by police as an alleged
drug salesman for the
notorlous West Las
Vegas Wllson Gang,
which speclalizes In
street corner sales of
PCP (angel dust). He
was arrested by police
at gunpoint as he hid be-
hind some cardboard
boxes In a residence
carport on Alto Drive
near the store. Police
reported that a pistol
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COUSINS APPREHENDED
IN STORE ROBBERY

allegedly used In the
holdup and cash taken
In the holdup were seiz-
ed from McGee. Offi-
cers went to the Alto ad-
dress following a tele-
phone call to police by a
woman, who reported
that a man was hiding In
her carport.

The unarmed teenage
cousin was chased
down by officers several
blocks away after he al-
legedly ran from the
store Into the surround-
Ing desert.

The two cousins, with
McGee holding the gun,
allegedly robbed three
cash reglsters as the
store checkers stood
back with their hands in
the air.
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Somehow It doesn’t
seem falr that homeless
chlldren cannot be
helped without money
... but that’s the way It
Is. Ald to Adoption of
Special Kids (AASK),
has been operating as a
licensed, private, non-
proflt adoption agency
in Nevada since 1876.
AASK’s baslic premise Is
that no child Is unadopt-
able. Children who are
physically, emotionally
or Intellectually handi-
capped, who are older,
have siblings or who are
members of a minority

See AASK, Page 12

BLACK MINERS KILLED IN

Eight black miners
were kllled Saturday
during rlots at two
South African gold
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AFRICAN GOLD MINE RIOTS

mines. At least six of
them were kllled by
police.

Sparked by pay dis-
putes, the rioting erup-
ted when South Africa’s
Chamber of Mines de-
clded to give a 12 per-
cent pay hlke to black
underground workers
but only an 11 percent
Iincrease to surface
workers.

Six of the black min-
ers were killed when pol-
lce were called to help
control the riots at the
West Driefontein and
Grootviel gold mines.

The violence had be-
gun on Thursday when
black miners at the
West Driefontein mine
smashed windows and
stoned cars belonging
to white mine employ-
ees, authorities sald.

Police estimate that
about 13,000 miners
were Involved In the
riots.

Unlike the white min-
ers, the country’'s
500,000 black miners
have no labor union.
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WAITING
CHILDREN

Shawking, a four-
year-old black boy, Is a
lovable and happy chiid
with a huge, bright
smile. Although some-
what shy at first, once
he knows you, he Is
friendly and talkative.
Like most four-year-
olds, he Is a very active
and moblie child. Yet,
Shawking lacks a famlly
of his own which Is un-
llke most children you

see around you.

Shawking was born
with fetal alcohol syn-
drome. As a result, he Is
mentally retarded and
functions far below his
chronological age. He Is

. especilally limited In his

verbal and comprehen-
sive language skllls. As
yet, too little research
has been done to offer a
prognosis for Shaw-
king’s future. However,
It Is unlikely that Shaw-
king will be able to func-
tion within the average
range.

Shawking also has
asthma which Is usually
controlled by his medi-
cation. However, he has
had a few periods of
severe respiratory dis-
tress which required
hospltal care.

Shawking Is small for
his age. He responds
well to affection and he
loves attention. He has
made best friends with a
neighborhood boy and
they are together con-
stantly. The two boys
enjoy toys, such as cars
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and trucks, and games
Ilke hide and seek.
Shawking’s foster fam-
lly recently acquired a
swing set which has be-
come Shawking’s favor-
ite place to play.

Shawking desper-
ately needs security,
stabllity and a great
deal of love. An adoptive
tamily which could meet
these needs and also
encourage Shawking to
reach toward his fullest
potential would be the
Ideal family for this
child. Shawking has
been walting four years
for such a famlly. How
much longer wiil you
make him walit for a fam-
lly of his own?

HOW YOU CAN
ADOPT

The chlldren de-
scribed In this column
are walting for adoption.
Nationwide, there are
over 300,000 chlidren
who, for various rea-
sons, have not found
permanent parents.
Some have physical,
mental or emotional
handicaps; some are of
mixed raclal back-
ground; some are older;
others are siblings.

The Las Vegas SENTI-
NEL, working with
AASK (Ald to Adoption
of Speclal Kids) hopes
to find homes for these
children. AASK Is look-
Ing for people who can
give love and nurturing
to hard-to-place chlid-
ren. Prospective parents
rr:n:g be single or mar-

Subsidies (payments
to the adopting famlily
each month and medi-
cal expenses) are
avallable for many of the
chlidren. Subsidies de-
pend on the financlal
sltuation of the adoptive
familly.

If you'd llke more In-
formation on how to
adopt a speclal child or
how you can help finan-
clally support the AASK
program, please call
876-7420 or write AASK
Adoption Agency, 3305
W. Spring Mountaln
Road, Sulte 92, Las
Vegas, 89102.

Adoptlon Is a specific
legal matter, and the
Las Vegas SENTINEL
can answer no ques-
tions concerning the
children.




