
OF THEE 
Anderson was an Amer- 
ican. He had already 
learned in his school 
books what being an 
American meant. Al- 
ready he had begun to 
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That song would con- 
tinue to course through 
his mind for the remain- 
der of his life. 

Martin was no hero. 
Remember, he did not 
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recognize that there 
were contradictions to 
be found in what he was 

being taught. 
He probably mused 

the lines of the song: 
My country tis of thee 

Sweet land of liberty 
Of thee I sing 

Land where my 
fathers died 

Land of the Pilgrims’ 
pride 

From every mountain- 
side 

Let freedom ring 

believe in violence. Per- 
haps i should say that 
he was not a hero in the 
sense of the common 

blueprint. He did not 

plan to go on a rampage 
nor did he intend to, one 

day, right all the wrongs 
of the world. He internal- 
ized that event of Marian 
Anderson and the 
Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution uncon- 

sciously and it became 
a part of him. It might 
well have been the first 
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straw of a whole series 
of straws which would 
ultimately lead to the 
one which would prove 
to be too much to stand 
any longer. 

All of us always take 
as much crap as we can. 
Sooner or later it gets to 
a point where we must 
confront the cause of 
our grief. Remember 
what Owen Wlster, the 
author of the book The 
Virginian, said: “A 
man’s sense of himself 
is the most important 
thing he has.” Such is 
true of all of us. Adding 
insult to injury is what 
race relations in the 

United States is histori- 
cally known for. We can 

only take so much. Still, 
we do not know what 
our breaking points are. 

While Martin Luther 
King, Jr. was internaliz- 
ing, as a ten year old, 
what had happened to 
Marian Anderson, Black 
people In Las Vegas 
were being driven out of 
town. Remember, we 
were being evicted, in 
some cases, from our 
businesses and homes 
in downtown Las Vegas 
during those same 

years. 
Ahhh. My country tis 

of thee. 
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CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
PROBLEMS 
AND ANSWERS 

QUESTION: I know the landlord has some basic 
responsibilities toward the tenant. Has it been 
determined that there are certain obligations o 1 
the tenant? His bed is not made of roses. Am I 
correct? 

ANSWER: A tenant shall, as basic obligations, 
comply with the terms of the rental agreement; 
keep that part of the premises which is occupied 
and used as clean and safe as the condition of 
the premises permit; dispose of all ashes, gar- 
bage, rubbish and other waste from the dwelling 
unit in a clean and safe manner, keep all plumb- 
ing fixtures in the dwelling unit as clean as their 
condition permits; use in a reasonable manner 
all electrical, plumbing, sanitary, heating, ven- 

tilating, air conditioning and other facilities; and 
conduct himself and require other persons on 
the premises with his consent to conduct 
themselves in a manner that will not disturb a 

neighbor’s peaceful enjoyment of the premises. 
The Nevada Consumer Affairs Division is mandated to 

enforce statewide the laws covered under the Deceptive 
Trade Practices Act, the Automotive Repair Act and the 
DoorTo Door Sales Act. The agency is designed to 
protect and serve the needs of consumers and business 
persons alike through its offices in Las Vegas and Car- 
son City. 

Enquiries can be registered weekdays between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m. by mail and in person at 2501 E. Sahara 
Avenue, Suite 304, Las Vegas, Nevada 89158 or by 
phone Area Cod* 702-386-5293. 


