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By Ed Brown

*“We are sorne of the
early people said Erma
L. O’Neal, director, of
Poor People Pulling
Together. *‘l "have lived
here all of my life. I've
seen the Westside when
it was nothing. | saw
Regal Estates when it
was known as Donkey
Town.”’

It was Erma O’Neal, a
Housing Commissioner
for the City of Las Vegas
now serving her second
four-year term,

reminiscing about those

Elizabeth Johnson
early days of her life with
her parents and six
brothers and two sisters
— all of whom are still
living in Las Vegas.

O’Neal has been a
campaigner and a
‘““‘doer’ all of her life.

She has been among
many in the forefront of
the civil rights struggle
in the valiey.
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(L-R) Angela Fuller, Delores Jackson. Vickie Brown

Her community . work
had started early when
she joined a group
known as the Black Afro
Society Club. They
would corral the ycung
people and talk over
problems affecting the
youth. She later became
a Vista volunteer.

One of her pride and
joys has been the
organization and
development of Poor
People Pulling Together.

PPPT was founded by
a group of concerned
residents in public and
private housing. Those
residents felt there was
a need to act together to
improve conditions for
everyone in housing all
over the community. The
organization is now in-
volved in other areas to
include welfare and
justice.
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The name of the
organization was
originated by Erma
O'Neal in early 1970.
Tenants of Gerson Park
Projects were among the

Braend: Burks

early pioneers.

PPPT is funded by a
Community Developme-
nt Block Grant and the
United Way. Incidently,
it is the only black agen-
cy funded by the United
Way.

Another project which
provides a considerable

See PPPT. page 12

e NS

ey, o,

N

s NS TN TSNS

e

N e S S S S e S S S e e S e e S e S e e

bissem, barn i Cioro, Georgia, Junesary 31, 18159 first Neguo o
Er.a‘-’j.'f?h” 14T Alewl Viluable Phiver Awarh 19409 bovsner s
Poeeliiiaian, Frveden Natiowal  Bavk i Harlem
itk national PREsS

fackic R
FH ikl
!-.l‘-r]-;_l“ COFImentatog

PHONE: 731-2121

saudm ford

Where fords REALLY DO cost less|

;'Ll‘

oii A B

.

LRLME (R fl UL
k- Full O™Nits
duminis

"

S AN e e s




