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KNOTT's Berry Farm
often gives new arrivals
in Los Angeles the idea
is a place like a large
farm where they grow all
kinds of berries from
which they make the
famous Knott's jellies
and jams.

But the place is ac-
tually a sprawling
amusement park, with
all kinds of fun things
one would and would not
expect at a big
amusement park. The
atmosphere is easy-
going, emphasis on the
Old West. And that's
where the emphasis was
the other Sunday when
the place staged its an-
nual Press Day, with
hundreds of media
people there from all
over Southern California.
Knott’'s press hawks Jim

Hardiman and Jake
McKinney ripped the
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buttons off their vests
staging the whole thing,
a real live Old West par-
ty, with all kinds of
foods, shows and flings
on the 135 rides and at-
tractions at the place.
They even had religious
services in the early
morning for churchgoers
who did not want to go
early to the park and
miss their regular ser-
vices in their neigh-
borhoods.

Knott’s has a giant
theatre with out-
standingly good sound
qualities and more seats
than the Greek Theatre.
On stage Sunday was a
spectacular ice show,
the likes of which we've
never seen at any other
park center.

LINDA Hopkins kept
‘'em crowding in at the
Parisian Room where
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Edie Aikels

EDIE RETURNS — Las Vegas' own lovely song
stylist, Edie Aidels, has returned to the Land-
mark’s ‘“‘Top of the Mark''. Along with her
brother, Rudy Aikels and his swinging group,
she is playing to full houses nightly. Always a hit
with her audiences, she is a perfect act for the
romantic and intimate room 31 stories above the
Las Vegas Strip.

Wallace New
Comedy Star
On Horizon

By Joe Cross

George Wallace
The comedian, not the
ex-governor who's a
politician of a different
color — has been pretty
lucky in life, it would
seem.

After all, how many of
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us ever get to make it in
not one but two different
careers of our own
choosing?

‘| spent four years as
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NOTEBOOK

““It's a major commercial breakthrough for Black
Entertainment Network that will provide job op-
portunities for Afro-Americans in cable TV."" That
is how Robert Johnson, the president of BET, sum-
med up his latest deal with General Foods. Two
products of the giant food processing corp., Max-
well House Coffee and Open Pit Bar-B-Q Sauce, are
the sponsors of ‘*‘Lead-In’’ to BET's *‘Black Classic
Night.’’ In the Fridays, from 11 pm thru 2 am slot on
USA Network, the series offers a lineup of classic
and modern black themed films. On the airing list
are, the 1933 version of ‘“The Emperor Jones,
starring Paul Robeson, ‘‘Paradise in Harlem,”
filmed in 1940 with Frank Wilson and Mamie Smith
in the lead roles, Louis Jordan and his band making
the sounds for ‘‘Reet, Petite and Gone.’’ Also
‘‘Brothers,”’ headlined by Bernie Casey, Vonetta
McGee and Ron O’Neal. On the update list are
‘‘Sparkle,’” cast topped by Irene Cara, Lonette Mc-

Kee and Philip Thomas, Diana Ross and Billy Dee
Williams making something out of *‘Lady Sings The
Blues,’’ and ‘*Mahogany’’ which followed. ‘'Hit,”’
with Richard Pryor, Paul Hampton and Billy Dee
Williams getting top credits, is also on the list. The
multi talented Sundra Sharp will host the series.
Maxwell House and Open Pit will fill out the com-
mercial billboards for an initial 24-programs com-
posed of ten modern and four classic films. The
current run will screen through Sept. 11, '81 the
remainder scheduled from Dec. '81 thru mid-Jan.
'82.

WRITE FROM THE AISLE:—The ultimate suc-
cess, which has alluded Lena Horne for perhaps
40-odd-yrs, is all hers now after her critically ac-
claimed presentation on stage of the Nederlander
Theatre on the tail section of B’'way. On this trip
she gave the critics an opportunity to use that old
adage, ‘‘lt’'s never too late to do good.” Her
behavior is a credit to a profession which has been
undermined by a growing air of rudeness and
unrelenting vulgarity. Her performance blasted the
critics out of their ‘‘dulidroms to go scurrying for
newdescriptive adjectives to write applaude her
anomalous offering. There is something contafious
about this ‘‘Lady And Her Music.’’

She excites maleness as she adds pride to the
ego of every woman. Hers is a voice which caresses
the melody of a song and makes love to its lyric. It's
a style which exposes vistas of emotion that are
beyond dope or drink. It's the kind of high | love.
One for which you can never get busted or wasted.
If you've got the time, give your ears, eyes, heart
and soul a treat to Lena Horne, a lady with music
that sings.

BOGANGLES:—Just when | thought the tap dan-
cing art was only being kept alive by Honi Coles
and the Copesetics, David Merrick, of B'way
aristocracy, invited us to view ‘‘42nd Street.”’
Without eye-on you would never believe such a
dancing pace still survives. It is the ultimate
musical. A superb presentation of a cast of talen-
ted performers in an altogether fitting show. It is a
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HEAVEN (YOU ARE TO ME) - FIVE SPECIAL starring Wayland Flowers




