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E SIMMERING CAULDRON OF THE FORTIES 
By Roosevelt Fitzgerald 

The events which led 
to Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s meteoric rise were 

present in more places 
than Montgomery. For 

years, throughout the 

country, the conditions 
under which Black 

people and other 
minorities were forced to 

live, had cried out for 
solution. For an equal 
number of years, those 

pleas were ignored. 
Having been born in 

1929, Martin was thereby 
able to live in quite 
diverse eras—pre-depr- 
ession, depression, 
World War II and Korea, 
the Nuclear Age and 
resultant Cold War, the 
“red scare” and on into 
the conflict in Southeast 
Asia, Hippies and the 

space exploration. The 
one ingredient which 
was present throughout 
was the quest for civil 

rights by Black people. It 
seems almost 
redoundant that civil 

rights must be pursued 
in a democracy but, who 
ever said that the people 
must be representative 
of the ideas they 
embrace? 

The period between 
the time of his birth and 
the beginning of the 

1950s, was a time of 
great stress for Black 
Americans. The 

percentage is reduced 
today but, at that time, 
most Americans 
believed that the rights 
of citizenship of Black 
Americans was 

something to be 
bartered for. 
Functioning under that 
illusion, it was “Open 
season” on Black 

people. Yearly, there 
were lynchings and 
other kinds of brutal acts 
of terrorism perpetuated 
against Black people. 
They were invariably 
reported in newspapers 
around the country. That 
kind of reporting was 

basically the only news 

printed, in the major 
newspapers, which 

pertained to Black 

people. 
Such reporting served 

a twofold purpose. The 
first seems to have been 
to inform the nation and 
the second, to put fear in 
the hearts of Black 

people. The behavior of 

Black people was 
influenced by their being 
constantly reminded 
that their lives could be 
“snuffed out” without 
fear of punishment from 
authorities. 

A network, of sorts, 
existed throughout the 
country and the 
relationship existing 
between Black and white 
Americans was 

generally uniform. The 
kinds of things which 
affected the life of 
Martin, in Atlanta, also 
affected the lifestyle of 
Black people in Las 
Vegas. 

At the time that Martin 
was graduating from 
Morehouse, in 1948, and 
on through the next 
seven years, a number 
of major developments 
were taking place 
nationwide. He was 
aware of those and they 
affected his life. On 
March 31, 1948, A. 
Phillip Randolph 
initiated a non-violent 
civil disobedience 

campaign against the 
armed forces. His efforts 
resulted in President 
Truman signing 
Executive Order 9981 

which established equal 
treatment and 
opportunity in the armed 
forces. The tactic of civil 
disobedience would be 
used later by Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and it 
would also be used, by 
threat, by the Las Vegas 
Chapter of the NAACP in 
ending segregation in 
Las Vegas in 1960. 

On May 3, 1948, a 
landmark Supreme 
Court decision was 
rendered. In the case of 
Shelley vs. Kramer, it 
was determined that 
restrictive covenants in 
the buying and selling of 
housing was 
unconstitutional. One 
would think that that 
ruling would have been 
sufficient to end 
discrimination in 
housing, but it was not. 
That same year, in Las 
Vegas, a piece of 
property purchased by 
J.C. Slayton and George 
S. Norris in Section 
Four, stated in Part One 
“That said parcel of 
land, or any portion 
thereof, shall not be 
sold, transferred, 
leased, rented or 

mortgaged to any 

person, or persons other 
than of the Caucasian 
race, nor shall any 
person or persons other 
than of the Caucasian 
race occupy or be 
permitted to occupy said 
parcel of land, or any 
portion thereof, except 
as the servant of the 
occupant thereof.” The 
failure of local 
authorities to abide by 
and uphold the law in 

protecting the rights of 
Black people created the 
environment in which 
Martin and others like ■ 

him were forced to live. 
Such conditions would 
not end until the 
passage of an Open 
Housing Law during the 
late 1960s. 

As those events were 

taking place, Martin was 

enrolling in Crozer 
Theological Seminary 
and living in an 

integrated environment 
for the first time in his 
life. While studying the 
basic tenets of 
Christianity and other 
religions and 
philosophies, he was 

confronted with the 
hyprocricies of his 
world. In Atlanta, Blacks 
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long and drawn-out 
process. 

An event occurred in 
1950, which would give 
him a degree of hope. 
Just as his first year at 

inspired a whole 
generation of Black 
people. 

In Las Vegas, Black 
residents were 

becoming more 

politically active in spite 
of their small numbers. 
Their aspirations were 

understandably limited 
because they were 
novices in the game of 
politics. They had to 
keep an eye on events 
which were occurring 
around the country. The 
race riot which took 
place in Cicero, III. in 
1951, did not help 
matters. Black people 
were still not getting 
police protection 
anywhere and they were 
therefore cautious. 
Being isolated as they 
were, Black Las Vegans 
were, perhaps, more 
cautious than most. 

1952 was the first 
good year that Black 

people had experienced 
^ since the Civil War. The 

NAACP reported that 

during that twelve month 
period, no Blacks were 

lynched anywhere in the 
United States. A 
remarkable accomplish- 
ment, considering the 
fact that punishment 
was never meted out for 
such deeds. The 

cauldron, however, was 

boiling. The forces 
which had been put into 

play could not be 
denied. As Victor Hugo 
said: “Nothing in the 
world is stronger than an 

idea whose time has 
come”. The idea of 

equality had arrived and 
there could be no 

turning back. 
On June 19, 1953, a 

bus boycott had been 
initiated in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. Three months 

earlier, a civil rights bill 
had been introduced in 
the Nevada Legislature 
and just two months 
before, Rev. J.L. 
Simmons had thrown his 
hat in the ring in the race 

for City Commissioner of 
Las Vegas. All were 

isolated incidences but 
all were part of the deck 
from which the fate of 
Black Americans were to 
be dealt. 
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Ralph J. Bunch received a prize 
Cicero went up in smoke 

InBaton Rouge, they walked to work 
And many ended up broke 

A mother sent her son to school 
Where he sat upon his bench 

She prayed to the Lord to protect him 
So that he would not be lynched 

It was like the quiet before a storm 
And no one ventured far 

They jumped back from the roadway 
With each approaching car 

Things were no longer normal 
But normal had always been bad 

With each reported killing 
They could only say “how sad” 

The cards were moving faster 
The hour was growing late 

It looked like the old “Deadwood” hand 
The infamous Aces and Eights 
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DETER THE BURGLAR 

I 
Burglary is the most common crime in America, therefore 

i 
it’s important that everyone safeguard his home or apartment, jj 
There are a number of devices available that can help deter I 
burglars. | 

The most important of these devices are locks. Experts say ? 
1 that most locks provide little protection because they can be I 
5 picked or jimmied (forced) easily. Locks with deadlatches or ~ 

| deadbolts, however, provide good protection because these | 
2 ‘features make a burglar’s task more difficult. If there is a win- 
1 dow in or near a door, use a door lock that can be opened only 

with a key from both inside and out. Otherwise, the burglar 
could break the glass, reach inside and open the lock. I 
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The most likely time for a burglar to strike is when your I 
x home is empty. You can give it that “lived in’’ look by using ? i 
\ 

The 
home is empty. You can give it that “lived in’’ look by using 
inexpensive timing devices that turn houselights on and off at 
various times of the night. 

\ 

\ 
This information has been brouqht to you as a public service 

by EBONY INSURANCE AGENCY. 808 So. 6th Street. Las Vegas. 
| Phone: 382-2431. Your one-stop answer to complete insurance 
| protection. 
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MAYOR WILLIAM H. BRIARE 
COMMISSIONER RON LURIE 
COMMISSIONER PAUL J. CHRISTENSEN 
COMMISSIONER AL LEVY 
COMMISSIONER ROY WOOFTER 

THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS COMMENCING JULY 1, 1981 

WILL BEGIN ACCEPTING PROPOSALS FOR CONSIDERATION IN THE 

EIGHTH YEAR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM 

ANY PROPOSAL SUBMITTED SHOULD AID IN THE ATTAINMENT 
OF ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT GOALS: 

EXPANSION OF HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES FOR LUW AND MODERATE INCOME PERSONS 

STREET IMPROVEMENTS FOLLOWED BY IMPROVEMENT OR INSTALLATION 
OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 

ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION OF NEIGHBORHOOD STRATEGY AREAS (NSA) 

THE'PROPOSAL MUST BE SUBMITTED IN QUADRUPLICATES (4) 
BY SEPTEMBER 30, 1981 0 4:30 p.m. 

TO OUTLINE IN DETAIL THE PROCESS BY WHICH ALL EIGHTH 

YEAR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS MUST BE DEVELOPED, 
THE DEPARTMENT OF FUNDS COORDINATION 

WILL HOLD A TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE SESSION 

JULY 1, 1981, at 7:00 p.m. 

IN THE EIGHTH FLOOR TRAINING ROOM OF CITY HALL 

400 EAST STEWART AVENUE 

PROSPECTIVE EIGHTH YEAR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 
GRANT APPLICANTS ARE URGED TO ATTEND 

FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING ANY ASPECT OF THE PROPOSAL PROCESS 
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM: 

RICHARD B. BLUE, JR. DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT OF FUNDS COORDINATION 
CITY OF LAS VEGAS 
400 EAST STEWART AVENUE 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89101 
(702) 386-6462-__. 

and whites could not 
attend the same schools 
but in Pennsylvania, 
they could. Another 
major Supreme Court 
case began to address 
that issue. In the Sipuel 
vs. Oklahoma ruling of 
1948, the Court decreed 
that each state was 

obligated to provide for 
the legal training of its 
residents. Oklahoma 
responded by setting up 
a school for the student. 
The state was, however, 
forced to admit the 
student to the long 
established law school. 
Most of the southern 
states sent Black , 

students out of state and 
“picked up the tab” for 
doing so. A dent, 
nonetheless, had been 
made in the armour of 
segregation. 

At Crozer, Martin’s 
schoolmates often 
questioned him about 
the conditions of Black 
people in the south. He 
knew that the conditions 
were wrong, but he had* 
not determined a way in 
which they could be 
changed. While yet in 
Atlanta, he had become 
a youth member of the 
NAACP and was aware 

of the efforts of that 
organization to bring 
about legal changes. It 
was, however, a slow, 

Reynolds Electrical & Engineering Co., Inc., has imme- 
diate openings at the Nevada Test Site, at Mercury, 
Nevada. 

SECRETARIES 
Any combination of training and experience equivalent to 
high school graduation plus specialized training in secre- 
tarial courses such as stenography, typing and office 
machines, plus one year of secretarial experience. 
Special Qualifications: Must be able to take dictation at 
80 words per minute with 3 errors or less and type 50 net 
words per minute. 
Starting Salary — $5.96 per hour. 

REECo 
REFRIGERATION MECHANICS 
Applicants must have 4 years recent experience in 
refrigeration and be proficient in trouble shooting, ser- 
vice and repair on three-quarter ton window mount units 
and refrigeration equipment up to and including 750 ton 
units. Applicant should be knowledgeable of refrigerated 
cold sotrage and chiller units. 
Rate of Pay: $18.2400 per hour plus fringe benefits. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY^EMPLOYER — M/F 
Liberal Fringe Benefits 
Must be a U.S. citizen 

Replies held confidential 

Contact: 
Trudie L. Rainey 

Employment Section Chief 
Reynolds Electrical & Engineering Co., Inc. 

2501 Wyandotte Street 
Las Vegas, NV 89102 

Tel: 734-3291 

I LAND OF THE LIT’L PEOPLE § 
COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER 

FEW OPENINGS AVAILABLE 

FOR YOUR CHILDREN 

THE JOY OF DISCOVERY! 

Your lit’l one will discover an exciting world full of new experiences. The land 

of the lit’l people is an adventure in doing-learning and growing happy and 

healthy. 
Our ’land’ is set in a cozy, home-like environment. And. we offer children op- 

portunity. The opportunity to widen their creative, intellectual and social 

hjorizons. aptitudes and attitudes. 

THE JOY OF LEARNING 
Our expert staff will teach your child the pleasures of arts, crafts, reading and 
much more while enhancinq and encouraging their natural aptitudes. 
Your child will also learn the importance of nutrition and the value of good 
eating habits. 

And. the compassion, understanding and patience they’ll discover here will 

aid them in developing and maintaining a pleasant, positive attitude. 

YOUR JOY! 

You'll have the assurance of knowing that your youngstei is receiving the 

finest pre-school program available anywhere 
And. you'll know that your child is in a safe, secure environment with people 
who care. 

Nourishing hot meals, tasty snacks and round-trips transportation are all 

provided in the program. 

Mrs Carolyn Burns, the fully-licensed director of Land of the Let’l People is a 

child development instructor with the Clark County School District with five 

years of experience. 
Her philosophy is that. “We have created an atmosphere of loving care in 
which your child can experience mutual trust and acceptance while 
discovering the larger world as a friendly place. 
Hours for the Lit'! People: 6 A M. to6 P.M 

Ages: 2' ? to 5 years 

Will provide transportation 

ENROLLMENT IS LIMITED 

CALL NOW! 

646-1691 646-1692 


