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Sports

Biggest fight
has Haley
tongue-tied

By Royce Feour
Staff Writer

Nevada junior welterweight
champion Leroy Haley of Las
Vegas has seemingly matured as
both a fighter and a person at the
age of 28.

Haley became known for his
braggipg. Ard, speech-making in

the Fafter fighgs, mestly, at
the Slipper, but it was'a
ow-Yety. Haley who spoke

odigsdiay of thé biggest fight of
higeight-Hear gfofedsional
harer.

Thé Réanchg High Schaol gra-
duar;znéem Willie Rodriguez of
Allenfown, Pa., Saturday night
for the vacant North Ammericgh
Boxing Federation 'super
lightweight championship on the
undercard of the Larry Holmes-
Trevor Berbick fight at the Cae-
sars Palace Sports Pavilion.

“1 still pop off, only now I do it
after a win and not before,” Ha-
ley said before a training session
at Johnny Tocco's Ringside
Gym. “People don'’t believe what
you say, no how. After you prove
it, you can't help but believe it
because the facts are there.”

The scheduled 12-rounder be-
tween Haley and Rodriguez will
be a rematch. Rodriguez, fighting
in his hometown of Allentown,
stopped Haley in the 12th round
Feb. 2, 1979.

Rodriguez is the U.S. Boxing
Association junior welterweight
champion, but that title won’t be
on the line Saturday.

The junior welterweight and
super lightweight divisions
amount to the same thing, with a
140-pound limit.

LEROY HALEY
. . . seeking NABF crown

them. I try to concentrate more
than I used to. I also respect my
opponents until a decision is ren-
dered or the count is finished.”

round decision victory. over
Holloway.

Haley will take a 43-2-2 record
(with one “no ¢gntest”) into Sat-

after watching some film

- clips of the local Golden

rDon WHAY Prdduc-
tions, Inc., matchmaker
Bobby Goodman said he
had offered the NABF's
No. 1 super lightweight
contender, Menroe
Brooks of Los Angeles, a
fight with Saturday’s
winner. Rodriguez, who
has a 23-6 record, is
ranked No. 4, while Ha-
ley is No. 5. Goodman
said he originally tried
to make a Brooks-Haley

fight for Saturday.

Reflecting on his loss
to Rodriguez, Haley
said, “I thjnk I was com-
placent in Pennsylvania.
I hadn't been beaten in
three and one-half years

and had never been,

beaten convincingly. I
thought that all I had to
do was get in the ring, go
the distance, get the de-
cision and go home. I
was my own worst en-
emy that night.”

Since that fight Haley
fought to a four-round
technical draw with Mo-
desto Concepcion and
racked up six straight
victories, including de-
fending. his State junior
welterweight crown
twice. = .« 2

Haley ‘'went to Hono-
lulu in February for a
fight with local island
hero Mark Ibanez, but
Haley said the bout was
cancelled because
Ibanez was sick.

Haley was inactive
most of last year be-
cause of a whiplash and
spine injuries suffered in
an auto accident and
had only one fight in
1980— a 12-round deci-
sion over Rosendo Ra-
mon Oct. 15.

Haley said he asked
for a doctor’s release to
resume fighting because,
“I knew if I stayed out a
whole year I would nev-
er come back.”

L

-G18%é8 fournament in

1971.

“l saw the Golden
Gloves on TV and
thought I could beat all
those guys I saw fight. I
went to the gym the
next day,” Haley says.
¢ M€ trained at the
asement gym under the

hbrobted Lounge on
the Strip, won a Golden
Gloves novice title in
197% and then won a Re-
gionBl championship in
1973, advancing to the
semifinals in the Nation-
al Golden Gloves tour-
nament in the 139-

und division.
© Haley turned profes-
sional in January of
1973, winning a six-
round decision over Car-
los Gonzalez on the late
promoter Bill Miller's
“Strip Fight of the
Week” card.
*+. He 'spent most of his
early pro training under
the, guidance of trainer
Mickey Parks in Hen-
derson. Parks died of
cancer in 1975.

Haley said, ‘‘Joey
Maxim told me the oth-
er night he was the best
teacher he had ever
known. To me, he was
one of the best defensive
trainers I ever worked
with. He didn’t involve
the right hand in the of-
fense that much because
he said you're not sup-
posed to be able to hit a
man with the right
hand.”

Haley feels he is an
improved fighter over
the brash boxer who lost
to Rodriguez 26 months

ago.

“Now I think I am a
fighter who can do ev-
erything,” Haley said.
Before, I couldn't fight
inside that well. I could
just box. Now I can do it
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