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Biggest fight 
has Haley 
tongue-tied 
By Royce Feour 
Staff Writer 

Nevada junior welterweight 
champion Leroy Haley of Las 
Vegas has seemingly matured as 

both a Fighter and a person at the 
age of 28. 

Haley became known for his 
braggipg speech-making in 
the ling,'after .fighjs, m<?st,ly4 at 
the J-^K^r $lip!>eL but it Wars'« 

low-jfcfe' Haley who spake 
Wedrf’sdky'of the biggest fight of 
hi&lFigh,t^i#ur jtjfOfe^feional 
haifeer. 

Th^Riwjhfl High School gra- 
duat^jpieets Willi^ Rodriguez Qf 
Allentown, Pa., Satpfd^ night 
for tne vacant North Aeneric'affi 
Boxing Federation super 
lightweight championship on the 
undercard of the Larry Holmes- 
Trevor Berbick fight at the Cae- 
sars Palace Sports Pavilion. 

“I still pop off, only now 1 do it 
after a win and not before,” Ha- 

ley said before a training session 
at Johnny Tocco’s Ringside 
Gym. “People don’t believe what 
you say, no how. After you prove 
it, you can’t help but believe it 
because the facts are there.” 

The scheduled 12-rounder be- 
tween Haley and Rodriguez will 
be a rematch. Rodriguez, fighting 
in his hometown of Allentown, 
stopped Haley in the 12th round 
Feb. 2, 1979. 

Rodriguez is the U.S. Boxing 
Association junior welterweight 
champion, but that title won’t be 
on the line Saturday. 

The junior welterweight and 
super lightweight divisions 
amount to the same thing, with a 

140-pound limit. 

Reflecting on his maturity, 
Haley said, “The most important 
thing I learned is to respect peo- 
ple I work with. If I’m going to 
pay them, I may as well listen to 

LEROY HALEY 
seeking NABF crown 

them. I try to concentrate more 
than I used to. I also respect my 
opponents until a decision is ren- 

dered or the count is finished.” 
The loss to Rodriguez was only 

the second in Haley’s profession- 
al career. His only other defeat 
was an eight-round decision to 
the late-Roy Holloway back 4n 
1975. H«I^ al^o holds an eight- 

round decision victory over 

Holloway. 
Haley will take a 43-2-2 record 

(with one “no contest”) into Sat- 
urday’s fight. However, almost 
all of Haley’s fights have been in 
Las Vegas. 

**Doft Tfiiff 'TrWuc- 
tions, Inc., matchmaker 
Bobby Goodman said he 
had offered the NABF’s 
No. 1 super lightweight 
contender, Monroe 
Brooks of Los Angeles, a 

fight with Saturday’s 
winner. Rodriguez, who 
has a 23-6 record, is 
ranked No. 4, while Ha- 
ley is No. 5. Goodman 
said he originally tried 
to make a Brooks-Haley 
fight for Saturday. 

Reflecting oh his loss 
to Rodriguez, Haley 
said, “I thjnk I was com- 

placent in Pennsylvania. 
I hadn’t been beaten in 
three and one-half years 
and had never been , 

beaten convincingly. I 
thought that all I had to 
do was get in the ring, go 
the distance, get the de- 
cision and go home. I 
was my own worst en- 

emy that night.” 
Since that fight Haley 

fought to a four-round 
technical draw with Mo- 
desto Concepcion and 
racked up six straight 
victories, including de- 
fending, his State junior 
welterweight crown 

twice. 
* 

* * 

Haley went to Hono- 
lulu in February for a 

fight with local island 
hero Mark Ibanez, but 
Haley said the bout was 

cancelled because 
Ibanez was sick. 

Haley was inactive 
most of last year be- 
cause of a whiplash and 
spine injuries suffered in 
an auto accident and 
had only one fight in 
1980— a 12-round deci- 
sion over Rosendo Ra- 
mon Oct. 15. 

Haley said he asked 
for a doctor’s release to 
resume fighting because, 
“I knew if I stayed out a 

whole year I would nev- 
er come back.” 

A native of Garland 
City, Ark., Haley moved 
to Las Vegas in 1970 and 
was graduated from 
Rancho in 1971. 

He took up boxing 

after watching some Filin 

clips of the local Golden 
GlfiVefc fourriament in 
1971. 

“I saw the Golden 
Gloves on TV and 
thought I could beat all 
those guys I saw fight. I 
went to the gym the 
next day,” Haley says. 
tJHd' trained at the 

basement gym under the 
Thbrobred Lounge on 

the Strip, won a Golden 
Gloves novice title in 
1972 and then won a Re- 
gional championship in 
1973, advancing to the 
semifinals in the Nation- 
al Golden Gloves tour- 
nament in the 139- 

gound division. 

Haley turned profes- 
sional in January of 
1*973, winning a six- 
round decision over Car- 
los Gonzalez on the late 
promoter Bill Miller’s 
“Strip Fight of the 
Week” card. 

< ne spern. mosi oi ms 

early pro training under 
the, guidance of trainer 
Mickey Parks in Hen- 
derson. Parks died of 
cancer in 1,975. 

Haley said, “Joey 
Maxim told me the oth- 
er night he was the best 
teacher he had ever 

known. To me, he was 

one of the best defensive 
trainers I ever worked 
with. He didn’t involve 
the right hand in the of- 
fense that much because 
he said you’re not sup- 
posed to be able to hit a 

man with the right 
hand.” 

Haley feels he is an 

improved fighter over 

the brash boxer who lost 
to Rodriguez 26 months 
ago. 

“Now I think I am a 

fighter who can do ev- 

erything,” Haley said. 
Before, I couldn’t fight 
inside that well. I could 
just box. Now I can do it 
all.” 

Asked what he had to 
do differently to beat 
Rodriguez this time, Ha- 
ley said, “Nothing. 
Don’t be clowning. 
Fight.” 

NBA 

playoffs 
ft* Tit AmcmM Prm 

All Times PST 
FIRST ROUND 
•til «f Tfertt 

twin CmNrwn 
Twsivv, Mardi J1 

PtwUdeSphu 124, intone IN 
Chicago N. New vort M 

Tton«N. Atm 2 
PTtodNptu %. Indiana IS. PhMtdNpNa wins 

ftmt, A#m) 
Chicago til Ntw Yarn 1W, OT, Chicago wms 

series H 

Water* C—terwct 
tetenter» tertl 1 

Houston til. Los Angetes W 
Kamos City H, Portland 97, OT 

Portland 124, Kansas City m, OT 
Los Angetes 111. Houston 116 

Sander, Apr* $ 
Housto •». Los Angetes 16. Houston wins series 

M 
Kansas City KM, Portland 95, Kansas City wins 

Cwterona femPteoH 
test ef Seven 

Easter* Cwdirenq 
Sawdev, April S 

Pteladetetea I2S, Milwaukee 122 
Boston 121, Chicago W 

Tuesday's Gome 
Boston IQs. Chicago f7, Boston leads series 24 
Milwaukee lit. Philadrighia 99, series tied t-l 

Rider's Games 
Philadelphia at Milwaukee, 5 05 p m 
Boston at Chicago. 7 IS pin 

Mn’i Om 
PNMdrillhit «1 10:05 Ul 
Boston «t CNcno. M:45 rm. 

Wednesday, Aprs 15 
Chicago at Boston. 4 35 pm, if necessary 
Milwaukee at Philadelphia. 5:15 pm 

Fridw, April 17 
Phitadriphia at Milwaukee, TBA, if necessary 
Boston at Chicago, TBA, if necessary 

Smdev. April ft 
Milwaukee at Philadelphia. 10:05 a m., if neces 

sary 
Chicago at Boston, 10:05 am., if necessary 

Houston 107, San Antonio 91 
Phoenix 102, Kansas City to 

San Anlonio in'Soustarnil^e^s tied 1-1 
Kansas City * Phoenix O, series tied 1-1 

Friday's Games 
San Antonio at Houston, 4:05 pm 
Phoenix at Kansas City, 5:35 pm. 

Phoenix at Kansas City* 13:35 pm. 
Sen Antonio at Houston. 1:05 pm. 

Twutev, April H 
Houston it Sin Antonio, S:QS p.m. 

Sin Antonio JnSShlSjH necessary 
Kansas City it Phoenix, TBA 

Friday, April 17 
Houston it San Antonio, TBA, if necessary 
Phoenix it Kmsis City, 5:05 p.m., if necessary 

Kansas City at Phoenix, 17:35 p.m„ if necessary 

NOTE. Boston, Milwaukee, San Antonio and 
Phoenix had first-round byes. 

Spurs, 125-113 
HOUSTON MU) 

M*tor» 1 yt 21. Reid I J-S », Pnttz 5 w 13, 
Hendmon IM UJwR«»» 6 M12, Mumh* IS H 

gWhg'MHlJ-.IMlMItU 
SMI ANTONIO (1211 

R Mmen S 4-5 14, OtxrOng 14 M 14, G Johtv 
son 3 M 4. Sll« 2 W 4,0«rvin » »-7 34, Gf IWn 4 M 
«. Moor* 3 00 4. Ortw 4 SO 31, Cofflm 3 00 4, 
Wll« 0 3-2 2, R«sl«ni 4 00 0. TotaH 9 2S33 135 

» is » ss-m 
San Antonio * a Si IF-ns 

Tlnwtoinl goals—Murphy. Fouled Out- 
Pwlh. Total Fouls Houston 25, San Antonio ll 
Trtrtcal Fouls-Houston, rone defeme, t; San 
Antonio, delay oI tame. A-I2,m. 

Kings, 88-83 
KANSAS CITY INI 
.P"*?.!*!! '!■ *<"» S'»» ".Lacey I Ml, 
PPrffI™1***"*?1** * ! 

^*'?^?Sis,n,fcn'MJL,mtar,0M 
PHOENIX ID) 

Curt SMI, Robinson 1M 2, Adams 2S7 7,Da- Ha a M i, johmon y m; ji, hi» I so 7, KNhyl 
'oU Kr*m,rm4' m*<Y”JVto. 

52?,“* n h h 77-ai ’mmit MUM 9-41 
Fouled out—Grunfeid, Cook. Total fouh- 

Camas Crtv it, Phoenix 33. A— 1x440. 

NFL Monday 
night schedule 

Bv Ike Asseciatod Pros 
NEW YORK (AP) The National FeeWaB 

Leeew'l schedule al ruMr am Mander "pit 
almas to he MltM mNmNv bv ABC (all 
■Him start 4 p.m. PST): 

Sept 7: Sin Oieoo it Cleveland 
Sept 14: Oakland tt Minnesota 
Sept. 21: Dalles at New England 
Sept 21: Los Angeles at Chicago 
Oct. S: Atlanta at Philadelphli 
Oct. 12: Miami at Buffalo 
Oct. It: Chicago at Detroit 
Oct. 26: Houston at Pittsburgh 
Nov. 2: Minnesota at Denver 
Nov. f: Buffalo at Dalles 
Nov la: San Diego at Seattle 
Nov. 22: Minnesota at Atlanta 
Nov 30: PhiletoMe at Miami 
Dec. 7: Pittsburgh at Oakland 
Dec. 14: Atlanta at Loe Angeles 
Dec. 21: Oakland at San Otago 


