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Sports

Rebs Nip UTEP in OT

It all came down to free throws, and Michael Burns, UNLV's man of the hour for
the second game in a row was able to withstand the pressure and capitalize on the
freebies awarded to him.

Burns, a 69 precent free throw shooter, sank 5 of 8 free throw in the final 1:44 of
the extra period, and was 12 of 16 from the charity stripe in the game as UNLV cap-
tures a 84-77 overtime win over Texas El Paso at the Special Events Center before a
crowd of 8,394 Saturday night.

Before the game, a must-win-situation for all concerned, both teams had visions
of possibly receiving a post-season bid from the National Invitation Tournament, and
UNLV’s future considerations look bright now.

“It was a big win for us, said Rebel coach Jerry Tarkanian. “It certainly helps our
chances. Not many times will you sweep an Albuquerque/El Paso road trip."

The Rebels, now 15-11, avenged a 85-78 loss to the Miners at the Convention
Center Dec. 8, while it was also UNLV’s fifth straight triumph with just two home
games remaining.

UTEP’s NIT hopes were slightly doused as they fell to 16-10 on the year. “It very
well could have taken care of us,” said a dispondant UTEP coach Don Haskins. The
Miners conclude the season by traveling to San Diego State and Hawaii.

The game went into overtime after UTEP's Roshern Amie's long jumper that hit
nothing but net at the buzzer was whistled void by the referee.

And once into an extra five minute period, the Rebels took the lead first on an in-
side move by Sidney Green, thereafter UNLV never trailed in the remainder of the

" game, but the Miners rallied to tie the game three times.
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But after Larry Anderson’s jumper that made it 77-75 with 2—53 left, UNLV
grabbed the lead for good and went into a delay game that ran a minute off the clock
before the Miners began to foul. From there the Rebels canned the critical free throws
needed to preserve the win.

The controversial call, that left the score tied at 69-all at the end of regulation,
came after Amie's desperation shot swished through the net, but official Jimmy Clark
ruled the shot came after the buzzer.

“There's no question in my mind that the ball left his hands before the buzzer,
Haskins mused. “It's tough enough to lose, but not that way."”

“But the thing that really bothers me is he (referee) thinks he's God. He could've
checked with the other guy or the scorekeeper.” Haskins went on. “I've never seen a
game that messed up.”

Of course Tarkanian, a man who has had so few breaks go his way this season
was just thankful referees are so stubborn.

“I didn't think it was good, " he said. “I saw him (official) wave it off right away and
I was just hoping he wouldn't change his mind."

Actually, in the first place, a OT period appeared remotely possibly when UNLV
was holding a 69-67 lead and looking to run out the clock when UTEP’s Julius
Wayne tied up Michael Burns with a five second call. Wayne out jumped Spiderman
and Miner Anthony Burns knotted the score on a 20-foot jumper with 24 seconds to
play.

And after not responding to Tarkanian's attempted timeout call, with 15 seconds
to go, Burns drove the lane and failed to convert a 10-footer with 11 seconds left,
Seven seconds later, after a UTEP rebound, Michael Johnson fouled Wayne in the
backcourt. Wayne missed his one-and-one try, but the Miners ended up with the ball
and Amies hell-mary try set the stage for the overtime.

The Rebels started the game off like gangbuster and took a seven point lead, 17-
10, after six straight Sidney Green points. With seven the lucky number, UNLV led
by that margin three more times in the first half before UTEP rallied back to take a 39-
38 halftime advantage. The second half was more of the same with both teams ex-
changing leads up until the end of regulation.

“Offensively we did the best job we've done all year,” Tarkanian said of the Rebel
effort. “Outside of a couple of shot, everything was inside of 10 feet. We really took
the ball to the hogp.” ,

Michael Johnson was high man on the night with 21 points and 11 rebounds.
Sidney Green tallied 16, Burns and Anderson had 14 apiece and Greg Goorjian
finished with 12 points. '

Reynold led UTEP with 17 points, Anthony Burns was good for 16 and dJulius
Wayne scored 14.
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