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WHAT MANNER OF MAN 
By Roosevelt Fitzgerald 

“Ip vpu tbp rrp^" 
Tbpt riipptir>p bp? bppp 
ppbpH for rprturipp ppH 
hv piip^prrup nrppnp rf 
ppppIp It p^irbt bprr 

hppp p b r p ? p H H i f » 

fprpptlv but tbp bprir’ 
r^ppr ipo H p c plv'pv*' 
bppp tbp ppp^p It bpr 
bppp ppkprt p^ppt b\/ 

tbppp who ba\»p bppp op- 

ppppIp’’ wpitpH for rpp- 

tnripp for p ppv'ior v.'b/-' 

wpulrl dplivpr tbpp^ frrr1 
tbp tbropp of plavprv ppH 

iptp tbp “Prpp^irpb 
IppH ’’ Tbrounbriit tbp 

pprirb of Ap’prirpr 
flpvprv tbp rpprpp^pr1 

wpitpH for Hpliv'prpprp 
At thppp tir'pp v/bpr 

thpir rptip^irp^ V'PP put 
to tbp tppt. tbpir ?p- 

tiripptrrv ron.rprpc wptp 

vprpli7prl ip prpp- 

Hp Hplivprpd Pppipl 
frrrp tbp Hop’? Hpp 

Spv'pH .loppb frrr’ 
tbp bpllv of p wbp|p 

A pH tbp HpbrPi" 
!lfJr »r' r P •• fir r* 

furpppp thpp 

vvov pot opuv'pr pf rr 

rop 

Thp pupctiop ppp- 

tipupd — “Ip vpu thp 

opp'?" Who wpuld hp thp 

ppp to dplivpr Plark 
ppppIp frorp thp fiprv fur- 
pppp of thpir pp- 

pprpppprp9 Thrppph thp 

ppvpptpppth. piphtpppth 
apd pp iptp thp 

pipptpppth ard twpp- 

tipth pppturipp. thpv 

waitpd Ftpp1 tir^p tr 

tip^p. thprp ppppprpft 
pptvp whp jpitiptprt thp 

jpurppv Harriptt Tuh- 
prpp. FrpHpriri' 
Ppup lap?. Spjpnrppr 
Truth. Rpp|»pr T 

Waphipptpp WFP 
PuRpip. W?rni? Harvpv 
apd a fpw pthprp wptp 

pp^ppp thppp whp tripr1 

Thpv all ppt put fpr thp 

dpptipatjpp pf riti7PP- 
phip hut. whilp thpv wprp 

ip thp taropt arpa. thpv 

did ppt hit thp “hull’? 
pvp. It would ppt bp up- 

til bpvppd thp ha If-wav 
rnarL pf thp twpptipth 
pppturv that “vpp” 
wpuld hpppmp thp ?p- 

swpr 

It didp’t just happpp 
Had hp livpd. hp wpuld 

ha vp bppn fiftv-ppp 
vpar? old tpdav 

At thp timp whpp 
ppuppuf ppppppup rur*1- 

hlipn? wptp hpipp rnadp 
apd whpp Lap Vpoa? wa? 

bupilv orpoaripp fpr 
initiatipo thp ppp- 

ptrurtipd pf thp Rpuldor 
Dan. Martip l uthor 

Kino. Jr w?c h*- rp 

Atlanta Oporoia wHptp 
pvpr trdav. thp livpp of 
uoiipr Flaok hovp arp 

hpirn hrutallu appaeltrd 
war thp plaPP rf hi*- bir- 
th At a tip'p \whrp thp 

KKK w?? rpppipo rar^- 

napt thrn.iphnit thp 

oopptrv apd thp I if p rf a 

Plaol* Pptpop wap ppt 
■ r* 1 Til ■ Irl I 

Martip I nthpr Kipp Jr 
hprap hi*- thirtv-pirr 
vpartrpk throuoh I if p 

rpptpripc parlipr 
Alpxapdpr rf IVaopHrpia 
whr hprarr*p kpowp ap 

Alpxapdpr thp Prppt 

had hppp hrrp ip that 
part rf thp Palkar Prrir- 
pnla whirh wp krrw a? 

Hrpppp Ap a \/rnpr 

rr>ap. it ip paid that hp 

wap apkpd hv thp faropd 
Orarlp if hp wrtild prpfpr 
a Ippp apd iippvpptfpl 
lifp rr a phrrt apd 
rlrrirtip rppt Hp 
rppnrpdpd ip favor of thp 

lattpr Hip dr-paro oarop to 

papp Hp oopriiorpd all 
of thp |*powp world apd 
hip par? wap I*powp 
thro uphold tho lapd 
Martip wap oivpp po 

Ptirh rhoirpp. Hp p’prolv 
plavpri thp haod dpalt 
hi nr Thp ppd rppnltp 
wptp pip-ular tp thopp of 

Alpxapdpr IVartip wap 
\ c c \* I 1 

over Put. a? n'apv wrr 

pair pomp dporpp of 

had to “oav hip dupp 

“Hp who phiipp thp 

rlupt pf thp Arppa. phall 
not sit in thp phadp rf 
thp rlivp trppThip 
phrrt ptatpmppt. which I 

ar about tr makp. phall 
addrppp onlv hip 
prpparatior for thp arppa 

and not thp conflict Wp 

know what hp did Thip 
ip a pmall hit about who 
hp wap and what madp 
hire tick. 

Hp had a phpltprpd 
I if p Hip fathpr wap a? 

mipiptpr and. for thp 

tirnpp. hip familv wap 

fairly wpII off. They livpd 
in a pirp hemp and thp 

rhildrpn wptp wpII man- 

nprpd. Throunhout hip 
lifp. Martip ahhorrpd 
\upIppcp. Whilp ip 
plpmpptarv pohool. thp 

“bully” walloppd him 
but bp did pot fioht bark. 
Fvpp a? a child bp did 
pot puhpcribp to thp 

belipf of “ap pvp for ap 

pvp.” Ip thp rommop 

ropflirtp bptwppp 
piblipop. bp ppypr ar- 

tivelv participated Hp 
wap a need bov apd 

pvprvbodv likprt hiro — 

bp thouoht. 
Hp wpp firpt ropdp 

pwprp of thp diffprpprpp 
in rpopp whpp hp wpp 

piy Two whitp hovP 
with whorp hp h p d 

pIpvp^ wptp told hv 

thpir p^rthprp ppt tp p|pv 
with hiro ppvp^ptp /Ip 
thp South. Plprkp ppd 
whitpp I i v p d rloppr 
tonpthpr thpp thpy did ip 

thp North. Fppt ppd 
WppM. Hp could pot up- 

dprptppd w h p t hpp- 
npppd. Hip ropthpr oplv 
told hiro “pot to pvpt 

foropt thpt hp wpp iupt pp 

nood pp ppvopp pIpp’1. 
Whpp hp wpp pinht. 
whilp op p phonnipo trin 
to p phop ptorp with hip 
fpthpr. thpy wptp told to 

ro thp hpcl< of thp ptorp 

Hip fpthpr. p proud ropp 

woo opr nronamv fut- 

fp*-pd thppp ipdiopitipp 
hpforp. did not wppt hip 
pop to hpvp thopp kipdp 
of pyppripprpp pp pprt of 
hip “dpilv brppd” Thpv 
|pft without mpkipo p 

nurrhppp. Thprp wptp 

r’ppv othpr ipridpptp 
whirh ocrurrpd ip hip 
lifp. pp thpv orrurrpd ip 
thp livpp of pll Blprk 
ppopIp. whirh ppiptpd p 

vivid oirturp of thp phuo- 
dpppp of ipjuptirpp 
whirh hp ppd othpr 

ppopIp Iikp him. hpd to 

ppdurp. All of thppp 

nrppprpd him for p rpp- 

dp7voup with dpptipv 
whirh hp did pot koow 

pwpitod him. 
Ap wpp thp oppp ip 

mopt pouthprp towpp. 

thprp wpp vprv I ittlp 
rprrpptioppl outlptp ppd 
pvpp fpwpr for Plprk 
ppopIp. Thprp wptp po 

howlipo pIIpvf. oolf 
rourppp. vmcAf. or 

puoorvippd pwimmipo 
fprilitipp pvpilphlo to 

Mprtip Ppopufp hip 
fpthpr wpp p mipiptpr. hp 

rould pot hppp out 

prouod thp pool hp 11 ppd 
othpr “juko joiptp”. Hip 
timp wpp ppppt pt homp 

ppd Pt homp hp ptudipd. 
Hp wpp pp pxpmplprv 
ptudppt ppd hip orpdpp 
v"rro plwm/e C|,pr>rjr.r 
Bpopupp of hip tplppfp. 
hp “pkipned” ppvptpI 
orpdpp pod complptpd 
hioh prhool ip two vpptp. 

All of thppp pvppfp wpro 

rompprphlp to thp ?huf- 
flipo of p dpek of rprdp 
Fprh movpmppt 

rpprrppopd thp ordpr ip 
whirh thpv would 
ultimptplv fall. 

At thp pop of fiftppp. 
hp ppfprpd Morphoupp 
CoIIpop. It wpp thprp 
that hp decidpd upop p 

I i f p in thp n'iniptrv. 
Prpviouplv. hp hpd hpd 
pppptivp fpplinrp phni't 
it ip ppitp of thp fprt thpt 
Hip fpthpr wpp p 

minipfpr “I Hprf doubt? 
thpt rpliniop wpp ip- 
tpllprtupllv rpppprtphlp 
I hpd rpvoltpd pppippt 
thp pp’otippplipp1 of 
Nporn rplinirp. thp 

pboutipo ppd ptpr^pipr 
I didn’t undprptppd it 

ppd it pp>hprrppppd 
rr>p 

At Morphouso. hp rr«pt 

Hr Rppjpr^in Mavs aod 
Hr Oporop KpIspv. who 

wa? profpssor or rplioioc 
aod philosophy Thopp 
two p’pp oavo hio1 p 

rlppppr uodprstaodipo rf 
social philosophy aod 
rplioiop. Because of 
thpir ipflpppop hp 

dpcidpd that perhaps thp 

papistry would ho 
rr r f~r >r hi pftrr pi! 

Four vpars later hp 

oraduatod with hopors 
Hp was offprpd several 
scholarships to Pttood 
perr-maries. Hp turppd 
thpo1 dowo because hip 
fpthpr f pit that thopp 
scholarships should oo 

to StlldPPtS whopp 
families rould ill afford 
to pppd thorn to coIIpop. 
Hip fathpr used hip 
saviors to pppd Martip to 

Crr7P r Thpolooioal 
Rpp'iparv ip Ppp- 
ppvlvapia. Hp Iparppd ap 

irnportapt Ipppop duripo 
that pxohapop — just 
hpraupp hplr ip 
availahlp. it should pot 

hp takeo upIpsf it ip 
pppdpd. 

His arrival at Crozer 
plarpd hir*^ ip ap pp- 

viropp’ppt uplikp apv ip 
which hp had pvpr livort 
— iptporatiop. Hp had a 

orpat daal of difficulty ip 
adjustipo. There were pc 

problems with his whifp 
classmates. Thp 
problpps worp a rosult 
of thp wav ip which hp 

had hoop proorappod 
aftor pipptppp vpars of 
liv:rr pi p p r<- r1 

stanpaot aod dpppapipc 
sociptv. Hp was awaro of 
all of thp old Ftprpotvppp 

of Black ppopIp aod hp 
was dptprmippd that hp 
would oof paoifpst apv 

of thpp. To couptoract 
hip anxiptips. hp wppt to 

thp opposifp pxtrppp. 

Hp was ppvpr lato. hp 

ppvor lauahpd. hp was 

alwavs poatlv drosspd. 
cloao shavpn. ppvor 

sloppy apd opcp. duripo 
a class outipo. hp 
avoidod patipo a pipcp of 
watprpplon. 

Pprhaps moro thap 
apythipp pIsp. hp ovpr- 

ppp'p tboFP fpprp which 
cpufpf cpp not to Mvp 
hut to Fip'nlv follow p 

pcrint Hp did vprv wpII 
pt thp pprninprv Hp wpf 

cIpff nrppidppt ppd 
orpdupfpd pt thp ton of 

hip cIpff. “Whpp vou’rp 
hot. vou’rp hot.” Thp 

pwprdp kpnt rollioo in 

Hp rpopivpd p fpllowpbip 
to Ftudv for p Ph P pt 

Foptop llpivprpitv. It wpf 

thprp thpt pvprvthipo. 
which would ultip'ptplv 
horor^p hip'. rpp>p 

toopthor Ip rppdipo 
A r i f t o 11 p Plpto 
Rouffppu. lockp ppd 
HpopI. hp hoopp to pp- 

nrpciptp Fuch thcunhtF 
pf ‘‘Ftrppoth throuoh 
Ftruoolp. hprp>opv out of 

wap tr hprornp thp forrp 
hv whirh hp wruld Iivp 
—- and dip 

It wap ppar thp ppd rf 
hip v/rrl' at Poptrp 
llpivprpitv that hp rnpt 

Pnrptta Srntt Thp 

npuallv nuipt. rppprvpd 
voppp thprlrrv ptudppt 
fpll rnadlv ip Ipvp Hp 
rpali7Pd. aftnr thpir firpt 
datp. that php waP thp 

rirl for him It minht hpvp 

hppp rallpd a 

“whirlwind” ror^arrp 

e,-,’ rV < 

frrpvnr tr dptprmipp if 
vru likp ppr’pppp rr rrt 

Thpv v'ptp marripd in 

IVarirr Alabama. at hrr 

narpptp hrrnp. rn Jupp 
18 1958 Thpv rpturnpd 

pair*.” Hp al?c r par1 
T h r r p a u ? ‘Civil 
Pi?cbpdipprp’ and un- 

dprptood thp rau?p cf 
thp> pparpful nrctppt 
aoainpt thp Funitivp 
Slavp taw? which Ipd tc 

Thcrpau’? arrppt Hp 
al?c diprcvprpd Muhat- 
r*a Candhi. Morp than 
anv cthpr. Candhi ip- 
fluppcpd thp approach, 
tc lifp. which hp would 
take Satvaoraha — truth 
force or Ipvp forep — wa? 

profcundlv ?ianificapt tc 
birr*. Passivp rp?i?tancp 

to Boptop to rorrlptp 
thpir decree?. Shp had 
traioed to booornp a opp- 

rprt pipoer. Shp hpd 
pIwpvp wppted to ho p 

pinopr hut. for rpppopp 

pot too -olpprlv up- 

dprptood hv hpr. PhP 

opvp up hor noppihlp 
carper pod optpd to hp 
with Martip. 

Aod thpp thprp wpp 

thp Ppxtpr Avppup Bap- 
tipt Church with 
Shakespeare. Socratpp. 
Galileo aod other?. 
White citi7eos looked 


