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WHAT MANNER OF MAN

By Roosevell Filzgerald

e yon the ppe?™
That ouecticnr bas bheer
asked for certuries arnd
by rirarcie orenns of
necnle It
heen
ferertlv - Pt the bacjr

mirht hayve
nkrased rif.
mearire hac alvave
beep the same It bhac
berer asked mMmest by
theep whe have beer on

T Vhe b opg

necople'' waited for cop-
turiee for a cavier whe
wenlld deliver therm frorm
the throee of claverv and
irte  thp “*“Promicer
lapd. "’

neried of

Threuobeout the
Ameoricar
clavery. the rcprresced
waited for deliverarece
At thrce times wher
their rotimiem was il
te the test their ar-
ticinatery concerps were
voecalized i sepo

Hr delivered Dapiel
frem the linp's dep

Saved .lopahb
tte bellv of 2 whale

And the Hebrew

Vol By oy ' §izips

from

furrace. thep
Wkhyu net deliver neer
me
The ouecticr
tirved — ‘‘le ven the
cre?' Whe veienld be the
nne  to Black
neople froam the fierv for-
race of their opn-
noressers? Threueoh the
cpventeenth. pichteepnth

coen-

deliver

ard (aly inte the
nineteertk  apd  twepr-
tieth cepturies. thevy
waited Frem time tr
time. there anneared
enme who initiated the
icurnev. Harriett Tuob-
map . Frederick
Nonelass Sejrurrer
Tritth Breker T

Washinotop W FR
NuPReis. Marcus Garvev
and a few otherse were
amoena these whe tried
Thev all et ot for the
destinaticr of ritizep-
shin but. while they were
ir the tarcet arera. thev
did not hit the “‘hull’s
eve "' it would et be 1in-
til bevond the half-wav
mark of the tweptieth
certurv that ‘‘ype’’
wenld become the ap-
SWer .-

It didp't just bapper

Had he lived, be would

have beer fiftv-cre
vears old teday.
At the time whep

omipoUS ACONOMIC rim-
blinas were heino made
and when Las Veras was
busilv preparino  for
initiatine the con-
structio® of the Roulder
Dam. Martin Luther

Kiro., Jr wae hrre
Atlanta. Cerreoia where
pver tedav, the livees rf
Blark
heino brutallv assanlted
wase the nlace rf bic hir-
th At a time whep the

vorpo brve are

KKK was ruppinc ram-
nart
country ard the life nf a
Rlack Pererr was pot
o Py rbel

throuphent the

Martir | uther Kiro. r
heoar hijs
vear trek threneh life

Cepfiiries
Alexander of Macederia
whe bhecame kprowp ac

thirtv-rire

parlier

Alexarder the Creat
had heer beorr ir that
nart of the Ralkar Perir-
cepla which ve kpew as
Greere Ae a2 venre
mar, it ie =aid that kp
wae asked bv the famerd
Oracle if he wenld nrefer
a lere ard npevertful
lifee or A cehert and
olericne cpe? He
respnended ir faver eof the
latter His dream came te
nase He cerciered all
rf the kpeowp world apd
hie pame wacs kprowp
throvobeut the -lapd
Martir  was  oiver re
cieh choices. He merelv
nlaved the bhapd dealt
him. The pnd results
were similar te these of
Alevarder Martir wace

v o |
as mapv whe
csome  deoree  of

f=4- & rewr Graev4 ek

rver Ruot
oain
had te “*pav hie dpipe ™

‘‘He whe shups the
dust of the Arera. shall
pet =it in the shade of
thp olive tree.'" This
shert statement. which |
am about te make. shall
address onlv his
nreparation for the arepa
and not the copflict. We
know what he did. Thie
is a small bit about whe
he was and what made
him tick.

He bad a sbheltered
life. His father was as
minister and. for the
times., his familv was
fairlv well off. Thev lived
in a nice home and the
childrer were well map-
nered. Throuohout his
life. Martin abhprred
violence. While in
elemeptarv school. the
“hully'® walloped him
but he did not fioht back.
Fvern as a child bhe did
not subscribe te the
belief of *‘ap eve for ap

eve."" In the commopr
conflicts between
siblinos. bhe pever ac-

tivelv participated. He
was a oaood bov and

evervhody liked him —
he thouoht,

He was first made
aware of the differences
ir races when he was
ejy Twe white bpvse
with whpm  he had
plaveg. were told hv
their methers pot te plav
with him apymore (Ip
the Seuth. Rlacks ard
whites lived closer
toaether thar they did ir
the North. Fast apd
Weet), He could ret up-
derstard what bap-
neped. His mother erlv
teld him “‘peot te ever
foroet that he was just as
oced as apveore plee’
Whep he was eiobt,
while or a shonnine trin

to a ehpe store with his .

father. they were told tr
oo the back of the store
Hi= father. a proud mar
whr had probablv =uf-
fered these indionities
hefore. did not wapt his
spp to have those kinds
of exneriences as nart of
hic **dailv bread’'. Thev
loft without makino a
nitrchase. There were
manv other incidents
which accurred in his
life. as thev occurred ip
the livese nof all Black
necnle. which painted a
vivid picture of the abun-
dance of irjustices
whirh he anpd other
neconle like him. bad te
endure. All of these
nrepared him for a rer-
dezvous with destinv
which he did rot know
awaited him.

As was the case in
mnst sputherr townps,
there was verv little
recreational outlets and
even fewer for Rlack
nrecople. There were e
hewlipe allevs., orelf
courses, YMCAs. or
sunerviser swimminn
facilities available tr
Martip Bercause his
father was a mipister. he
could not bhara ount
around the poel hall and
other “‘juke joinrts’'. His
time was spent at home
and at home he studied.
He was ar exemnlarv
student and his arades
alwiove  epperier
Because of his talents,
he ‘“‘skipped’’ several
arades and completed
hinh school ip twoe vears.
All of these events were
comparable to the shof-
fliro of a deck of cards
Fach movement
rearranaed the order ip
which they would
ultimately fall.

At the aoe of fifteen.
he entered Morehouse
Colleae. It was there
that he decided upen a

vwiere

life in the ministrv
Previcusly. he had bhad
necative feelinos about
it ir epite of the fact that
hijs father was a
miprister. ‘1 bad doubts
that relicion was ip-
tellectually respectable
I bad revolted acainst
the emoticnaliesm of
Neore reliaciep the
shoutino apd stampiro

I didrn't understand it
and it embarrascsed
e 1

At Morebouse, he met
Nr. Repjamir Mave ard
Dr. Georeoe Kelsev, whr
wase nrofessor or relicier
and philosonby. Those
twe menr oaave him a
deeper understandino of

sacial nbhilosopby  apd
relicicn. Because of
their influepnce he
decided that perbans the
ministrv wounld he
crrperenple afber ofl
Feour vears later be

acraduated with bopnrs
He was offered several
schelarshins te  atterd
semiparies. He turred
them deown because his
father felt that these
echolarshinse should oo
to sfudents whpsp
families could ill afford
te sepd them to collece.
Hie father used bhis
saviros to send Martip to
Crozer Theeoleoical
Semirary in Pep-
nevivaria, He learred ar
important lessop durire
that exchanpe — just
because help i
available. it should pot
be taker wuprless it =
needed,

His arrival at Crezer
nlaced him in ar en-
vironment urnlike apv ir
which he had ever liverd
— inteoratior. He bad a
areat deal of difficultv in
adiustina. There were no
problems with his white
classmates The
problems were a result
of the wav in which bhe
had beer proarammed
after nineteer vears of
Tiviier v o rprrenced
staanant and demeanino
societv. He was aware of
all of the old sterentynes
of Black people and be
was determined that he
would not manifest anv
of them, To courteract
his apxieties. he wept tr
the opposite extreme.
He was prever late. he
never lavahed. he was
alwavs nreatlv dressed.
clean shaver. npever
sloppy and once. durino
a class outineo. be
avoided eatinro a niece of
watermelon.

Perhaps more thap
anvthina else. he over-

came theose fears which
causes cpe npot te live
but te =imply follow a
scrint.. He did verv well
at the semiparv. He was
class presidert apd
aoraduated at the ton pf
hiz class. ““When vou're
bot. veu're bhot.'” The
awards kept rellineo ir
He rererived a fellewship
to studv for 2 Ph D, At
Bester Upiversity, It was
there that evervtbiro
which wpuld ultimatelv

become Him. rcame
troether Ir readineo
Aricsteotle Platr

Reoussean lrcke apd
Heoel, he bheoar tc an-
preciate such thouphte
as  “‘etrepoth  threuoh
struoole. harmorv cut of

nair.”” He alser read
Thereau's Civil
Nisnbediepce’ apd ur-
derstood the cause of
the- peaceful nrotest
aoainst the Fuoitive
Slave L aws which led te
Thoreau's arrest He
aler discovered Mubat-
ma Gandhi. More thap
any other. Gardhi in-
fluenced the appreach.
to life. which he would
take. Satvaoraha — truth
force or love force — was
nrofoundly siarificant to
him. Passive resistapce

was tr become the foree
hv which he would live
— and die

It was pear the end of
his werk at Roster
IIriversity that bhe met
Scott The
recerved

Coretta
vepally ouviet.
vouro thepleov student
fell madlv ir love. He
realized. after their first
date. that =hp was the
ovirl for him It mioht bave
heep called A
Swhirlwind'” IPMARCH
1Y | Y " IS
b
ferever te determire if
v like ecmenre or et
Thev were married in

Maricr Alabama. at her
narepte home, o June
18 1053 Thev returred

tn Bostor te complete
their deorees. She bhad
traired to become a cor-
cert siroer. She bad
alwave wapted to be a
sincer but. for reaseps
rot tor clearlv up-
derstord bv her. she
cave un her possible
career and opted to be
with Martin,

Arnd thep there was
the Nexter Avenue Bap-
tist Church with
Shakespeare. Socrates.
Galileo and others.
White citizenrs looked



