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DETROIT — Mary Crisp
graduated from my alma
mater, Oberlin College. |
asked myself some years
ago how a nice Oberlin

girl wound up in Arizona

licking stamps for Barry
Goldwater.

Mary Crisp licked
enough envelopes and did
enough of the

unglamorous chores to
rise to co-chairman of the
Republican Party, but she
kept making it clear that

while she licked en-
velopoes, she wouldn't
lick boots — not even

those of Ronald Reagan.
Crisp believed all the
stuff her party had said for
40 years about women's
rights, all that it had been

CARL ROWAN

An Interesting Tale
of Two Women

saying in recent years
about broadening its base
to include blacks,
Hispanics and others.

But Mary Crisp was
sensitive enough to know
that her ‘‘co-chairman'’
title was a token 'and her
views and old GOP
promises were losing
favor with the ascendancy
of Reagan.

Especially when it
became apparent that
while someone had gotten
Crisp out of Oberlin, they
hadn't gotten all the
Oberlin out of her. She
kept supporting women's
rights and the Equal
Rights Amendment
(ERA), even when it was
known to all that Reagan,
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thecertainGOP presiden-
tial nominee, had flip--
flopped and now opposed
ERA. She kept talking
about a woman'’s right to
control her body, and to
have an abortion if she so
chose — even when it was
clear that Reagan and the
conservatives in control of
the party machinery were
going to call for a con-
stitutional amendment to
overrule the Supreme
Court and make it a crime
for any woman, rich or
poor, to get an abortion.

As her party embraced
the far right, including
some lunatics around
Reagan who want to ship
masses of arms to the
racist regime in South
Africa, Crisp had the
audacity to say a good
word about Rep. John An-
derson, the erstwhile
Republican conservative
turned moderate who is
seeking the presidency
as an independent.

Suddenly, with a
ruthless efficiency that
would have made Josef
Stalin blush wijth pride,
the power boys in the
Republican Party turned
Mary Crisp into a non-
person. They gave her
nothing to do, ordered her
not to deal with the press
and to take ‘‘the lowest
possible profile’’ at this
convention where her
name was pointedly
removed from every piece
of convention lilerature.

Mary Crisp surprised
them, though. She cried a
little, as the macho foes
of ERA will tell you that
“*weak’’ women are sup-
posed to do, but she stuck
a sharp hatpin into the
public relations balloon
that the conservatives
have puffed up.

‘‘Although our party
has presented the out-
ward appearance of
vibrant health,’' she said.
I am afraid we are suf-
fering from serious in-
ternal sickness. "’

Mary Crisp noted that
her party had worked for
ERA for 40 years. but that
“"Now we are reversing
our position and are about
to buy the righis of over
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women under a heap ot
platitudes.”” She walked
out of the convention and
returned to her apartment
in Washington.

Mary Louise Smith of
lowa is a rare women in
many respects. She was
born to privilege and
Republicanism, and
surely licked few if any
envelopes on her way to
becoming Republican
national chairman, a post
she held from 1974 to
1977. She gave lip service
to ERA and women's
rights until it was obvious
that the Reagan forces
were in control and would
have none of what they
considered nuisance bab-
bling by women.

Mary Louise Smith
wound up capitulating
with the explanation that
“*l am not a one-issue per-
son,”’ adding that she
was concerned about
unemployment, national
defense and other things
which “‘impact upon
women.'' and that she
would honor her long-
standing commitment to
support Reagan.

Reagan left no doubt as
to which lady he prefers.
He told reporters: ‘‘Well,
Mary Crisp, | think, should
look to herself to see how
loyal she has been to the
Republican Party for quite
some time."'

Does Mary Louise
Smith really believe that
Crisp is a one-issue per-
son? ERA is one issue
abortion is two issues. the
Dark Ages GOP platform
is 100 issues, the internal
sickness of a party is a
thousand issues.

Mary Crisp walked out
of this convention, |
swear, because she was
sick at heart over what
she knows the controling
forces here will do to this
nation. Not just to women,
or blacks. or college
professors.. or foreign
policy efforts to prevent
the world from being
blown up — but to this
nation.

Does Reagan really ex-
pect people to be loyal fir-
st to his party when the
national well-being s a'
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