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PACEMAKER IMPLANTED ON JOE LOUIS’ HEART

Joe Louis, former
world heavyweight
champion, who had
been suffering from a
heart. irregularity, has
received a pacemaker
implanted on his heart,
according to a Methodist
Hospital spokesman in
Houston, Tex.

The hospital reported
Louis, 66, in good con-
dition after the surgery.

Louis was admitted to
the hospital Dec. 14 for
whatinitially was
described as a checkup.

Louis’ wife. Martha
flew to Houston earlier
last week to be with her
husband and had
remained close to him
during the surgery and
post-operative care
period. According to
family sources, Louis
will return to his Las
Vegas residence on Jan.
<

Louis has made
periodicvisits to
Methodist since 1977.

when heart surgeon Dr.
Michael DeBakey in-
stalled an arterial graft to
correct an aneurysm.

Joe Louis emerged
from a sharecropper’s
shack in an Alabama
cotton patch to become
the legenday ‘*Brown
Bomber’’ of the boxing
ring. He held the world
heavyweight champion-
ship longer than any
other man in history and
successfully defended
his crown 25 times in 11
years.

He won the title June
22, 1937 when he
knocked out James J.
Braddock. At 37, Louis
was matched against
Rocky Marciano, who
destroyed Louis in eight
rounds.

His greatest moment
came in his second fight
with Germany's Max
Schmeling, a 10-1 un-
derdog. Schmeling had
knocked Louis out in 12
rounds on June 19, 1936.

in New York in their first
meeting. They met again
two years later in Yankee
Stadium before a crowd
of more than 70,000 fans
who paid $1,015.012.

Louis charged from
his corner in the first
round and hit Schmeling

~ with a right hand to the

rib cage that staggered
the German. Louis
scored a knockout
before the round was
over and America had a
new hero.

He won 68 of 71
professional bouts. 54
by knockouts. and took a
job as a host at Caesars
Palacein Las Veaqas.

s R N e e R R e e e e R R

Amateur Boxing Card Set at Caesars

The United States
amateur boxina team
has scheduled a pair of
dual meets for Las
Veaqas in late January.

The first show will
feature the U.S. vys.
Yuaoslavia at the
Showboat on Jan 24
The second show will he
the U.S. vs. the USSR on
Jan. 31 at Caesars

Palace.

Both dates are unof-
ficial at this time. as
both still need approval
ofthe Nevada State
Athletic Commission
The bouts will be sanc-

tioned bv hoth the AAU
and NSAC. and televised

nationally on A one-dav
basis




