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DURING THOSE WAR DAYS

were limited, Black
soldiers made good use
of it. The club was
located at *‘E’' and Van
Buren and was to be a
temporary facility. City
‘owned land, on the north
side of the westside
school, was donated for
the construction of a
permanent facility for
the ‘“‘colored soidiers
recreation hall..."”” The
facility would not open
until 1945 and by that
time most of the troop
activity would have
ceased.

Quite a lot of pressure
was placed on both

Black soldiers and Black
townspeople. Most Black

females in Las Vegas

were either under aged
or married. The com-

petition for the at-
tentions of those few
whowereunem-
cumberedcreated a
volatile situation. Of
course, Black soldiers
could not associate with
white women — Hitler
was not altogether
wrong in his views — |
suppose. There were, of
course, arrests. Because
those were primarily the
only activities, of Blacks,
reported in the papers,
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those who lived in other
parts of the city were

prone to conclude that
Blacks were indeed con-
sistently involved in
lawless activities. The
style of reporting has not
changed noticeably in
the past forty years.

The dark doughboys
who debarked to do their
duty at Las Vegas found
themselves detailed in a
deplorably dismal
situation, deemed by
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their degraders as being
part of the fabric in the
doctrines of démocracy.
It was not the first time,
nor would it be the last
time demoralizing cir-
cumstances would
welcome them. They
bore up and they
tolerated it for as long as
they could. As always,
whenirresistibleforces
meet — ‘‘Something’s
gotta give,’’ and it did.

Think about it for a
week.
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