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Kauser
Konsumer’s
Korner

By Inez Kaiser

Many of you v2.n ioners and business per-
sons will be driviag io your destinations and
some of youwill be taking advantage of reduced
rates by air. To those of you whoare driving,
your car will be a definite asset when visitng
or sight-gseeing plans are made. To those of
you wno are not driving or do not have re-
latives or friends to show you the sights or
get you to the business meetings, transpor-
tation may pose a problem to you.

You do have alternatives to sitting in that
hotel room or lmiting your adventures fo a
few blocks in either direction. Most hotels
are more than happy to secure front door
taxl service for you. However, taxi drivers
can spot out-of-towners from miles away and
they tend ro take advantage of your untam-
jfiarity with the city. The longestroute to your
destination Is usually taken, There always
seems to be a few more corners turned than
necessary and a certain “‘round-aboutness"’
used in reaching your destination that isn’t
fully realized until you get a retura trip from
a friend. Looking at your transportation pro-
blem from another angle brings us to the
alternative of renting a car, Just like most
convenience services, in renting a car you must
take time to investgate the terms and use
comparative shopping to be sure that you are
not getting ‘‘taken for a ride.”

Whether to rent a car or not should be
decided and planned far before the trip.
Advance car reservations can assure you of
a car and aid in alleviating some of the
hectic problems associated with travel. A
phone cail is all it takes [0 reserve a car.
This step is free to you since most car ren=
tal agencies have toll-free numbers which can
be called from anywinere in the United Staces.
In making your reservaton you will need to
give the approximate time and date that you
want the car and your preference of model
and make -- you will probably be asked the
meihod of payment for the car. Some of the
larger rental companies have their own cred:t
cards. They will usually accept most major
charge cards as the smailer companies do. A
cash deposit may be required if an accpetable
credit card is not presented. The amount of
the deposit will probably be determined from
the estimated rental cost. It is wise to re-
confirm your reservadon as close to the rental
date as possible. If you change your plans
and wiil not need the car, it would be busi-
nessilike and courteous to cancel your reser=-
vations.

The similarities of rental car rates are
results of the variable factors that usually
determine the cost, Some of r:l)me faitom :n;
volved are the type and Size of car, the
length of e time, wiether gasoline is or
is not includad, mileage charges, insurance
coverage, drop-off privileges, the time of week
and season of the year. Most companies offer
a minimum of tow plans. In order to secure
the plan that best fits your needs, it would be
wise to compare the rates within a company
and ameng its’ competitors, Each type of plan
will offer certain advangages depending on the
length of your stay and the approximate numler
of miles that you plan to drive, The most
common plan offers cars for so much per
day and so much per mile or a setprice is
given per day with number of so-called ““free”
miles. Although mileage for a trip is hard to
calculate, an approximate estimate will allow
you to determine the mosi economical plan.
You must keep in mind the smaller cars
generally rent ai lower rates than larger or
special vehicles such as station wagons and
convertibles., If your trip will extend over
several days or a week, a worthwhile o
to remember is that rentals by the wec
offer a reduction in per day cost and mounthly
rates offer futher reductions. Do 1ot be an
oblivious consumer by allowing advertised cut-
rate claims co confuse you about real cos:
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NEW DAY BEGUN
by .

It is a cruel fact of American history
tha: society has consistently sought to main-
tain psychological and social coatrol over its
black citizens not only through a sysiem of
miseducation bur by a deliberate indnctrinadon
of inferinrity. Tae Constitutionai language
making blacks ao more tan ‘‘three-fifths of
all other persons'’ has been enshrined in
words and ‘n deeds.

From the 1857 Dred Scott dzcision inwhich
the Supreme Court held that blacks had no
rights that whites were bound Lo respect to
the scholarly treacises of the Shockleys and
Jensens, our society has labored hard to
perpetuate the myth thac the children of
Africa are genetically in‘erior.

Omne of theimmediate concerns of the NAACP
immediazely upon being foundzd in 1909 was to
attack the commn notion that blacks have
smailer brains than whites, so they ware
indeed inferior.

Progress Is relative, So, to the exten®
thac the size of black and white cran’ums
are no longer compared to measure intel-
lectual apility, society oughi to be thaakful.

Nevertheless, despite the grea: abundance
of nacural and economic wealth of our nacion,
there still seems to be the feit necd amoug
those who control our institutions to perpet-
uate the noton of black inferiority. The ex-
tensive attacks on affirmaiive action
programs, especially those in colleges. is
but one exampie,

Other more subtle and infinitely more
dangerous myths are fostered by some uf Jur
swn spokesmei, Some not only attack affir-
mative action as a program for admirting
unqualified black studenis through the back
door, but they aiso self-servingly play upon
the weaknesses of our urbaa schoo! systems
to show that blacks are to be blamed Zor
their owa plight, .

They do not accentuaiz the positive of
academic aciieveme:r.s, but rather they upiold
the easily recognizable destrucidve qualities
of predom!nantly black schools, which are
underfunded, uader-staffed, and oufrigh<ly
abused to demcnstrate that black children
could leara if only they themselves had a
wiil to d» so.

What black people musi never forget, how=
ever, is thar if it Had not been for the init=
lally few amcag us who slipped through the
massive screealng processes obecome note=-
worthy Intellectual achievers, those blacks wiio
are most prone to blame rheir race for
its curren: educadonal problems woald cer-
tainly not have been provided role mcdels
to spur them on to their owa Jimited suc-
cesses,

It was for thesz reasons that I launched
the NAACP ACT-SO (acronum for Afro-
Academic, Cultural, Technological, Scientific
Olympics_ program siortly after becoming
Execurivée Direcior last year. Black children
have had so many role modsls, except intel-
lectual achievers.

Our achletes are amorg maakind's finest
Physical specimens and performers. Taeir
acumen on the football and baseball fields,
on the track and on baskectball and tennis
courts rightly are celebrated. W& cerainly
shou'd atrive for no lessening of these exam~
ples of brain and brawa,

On the other hand, we mus: knowingly strive
also to develop so many inrzlleciual role
models tha: we will be able to saturate every
community, every school, the air waves and
2very newspaper and publication with exampes
of black achiavers, A good ma:y of these
achievers are presently within our midst,
as so mary NAACP delegaies discovered a:
the recen” convention In Poctland.

Based on a pilor program Involving 13
cities, our branches, and private individaais
were able to select 57 winners, grades 9
tarough 12, for spoasorsiyp iv the national
competition at the conventlon, These younys-
ters were high achievers in the visual, per=
form'ng and literary aris; the nawural and
social sclences.

Tairty-four winners were chosen, and ey
received prizes iotaling $15,000 in cash and
value., This was a numble beginning, but it
was a start tha! the NAACP will be build-
ing into a monuament of black academic ach-

ievemen®,
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Mealth

The news reports start at the beginning
of every summer. There's ahorrifying same-
ness about them throughout the season:
““Moraer of Boy 3, Spots Body in Pool from
Kitchen Window,”” or ‘““Gues: Finds 2 Tod-
dlers Face Down in Motel Pool; Parents
Sleeping,’”’ or ‘‘Child Drowns When Life Pre-
server Slips,” or ‘““Mother Leaves Pool
‘Minures,”” Finds Tot Drowined on Return.”

Nearly half of all pool d-ownings are in
private home pools and aaother fifth in other
residential pools =-- hotels, motels, apart=
ments. The victims? Children under four are
in the over-wielming majority.

If you have a poo!, if your youngsters
swim in a neighbor's pool, or if you stay
in a motel with a poo!, make sure there is
constant adult supervision when the pool is
in use and that adequate barricades arouad
the poo! prevent its unsupervis=d use.

Thess two reasons =- lack of supervision
and inadequa‘2 barriers -- arcmajor factors
in pool drowaings, according to various health
experts.

Commuaity standards, laws and inspection
affecting poo! safety have not kept pace with
the rapid growin of residential pools in recent
years. Health departments tend to concern
themselves only with waier purity. Does
your commuaity have enforced laws about
poo! safety?

by
Otto McClarrin

“KIDPROOFING’" A POOL

Here are the ways goveranment pudlic health
authorides recommend for ‘‘kidproofing’’ a
pool: (1) FENCING, at least six feet high,
should be an intergral pari of pool cons-
truction, from rthe time of excavadon. The
secret of a pool fence is to outwit agile
youngsters dy making it difficult to climb,
over or under. Chain link fencing should angle
outward at the top. Ornamental fencing should
be made of vertical boards with pointed tops.
Framing should be on the iaside to elimi-
nate handholds and ‘ootholds. Digging under
can be thwarted by continuous footings or im=
bedding fence six inches into the grouad, Trim
overhanging tree limkts thatcould give access.

(2) House should aot open d.rectly onto
poo! area, but the poo! should be visible
from the house.

(4) The pool bottom should slope grad-
ually, with a floa: line to separate the shal= .
low and deep ends. Ladders or recessed stop
holes should be at each end.

(5) For emergencies, keep a floatable
‘““ghepherd’s crook’’ at hand so even non-
swimmers could pull adistressed swimmer to
safety. Post emergency telephone numbers by
the gate.

(6) Small portable pools should be dumped
after each use or effectively barricaded.

(7) Winen staying at a morel, see that the
pool is enclosed with a proteciive fence that
discorages climbing and a gate that is locked
at night and ar times not desginated for use,

WHENEVER YOU SWIM

Tzach your children to swim early and
to follow good pool conduci: Always walk,
never run on *he deck. Refrain from horse=
play, pushing, ducking and false cries of
alarm. Stay in shallow waier if not a com=-
petent swimmer. Never swim aione. Avoid
displays of strength or endurance.

By making sure the pools your kids use
are ‘‘kidproof’’ and doing your best to see
tnat the kids who use them are supervised
and safety conscious, you may Yelp to stop
the annual procession of one-way trips into
the water, Pools are meant, after all, for
fun and good aealth,




