
Rep. Barbara Jordan (D., Texas) 
Rep. Barbara Jordan (D-Tex.) has admitted 

that she might have been “induced” to remain 
in Congress had she been offered a signif- 
icant House leadership role. Instead, the 

* nationally-known spokeswoman for women's 
rights and civil liberties — known for her 
role in the memorable Nixon impeachment 
hearings and the ringing keynote address at 

the 1976 Democratic Convention — shocked 
observers by announcing earlier in the year 
that she would retire in December. 

Emphasizing that she is still a proud ideo- 

logue and a confessed "patriot,” she ex- 

plained she’d also paid her dues — in three 
terms of “nitty gritty” legislative work — 

and had advanced about as far in the House 
as she perceived she could. 

The Texas Democrat — just five months 
shy of ending her meteoric Congressional 
career — made these and other revelations 
on a recent edition of THE MACNEIL/LEHRER 
REPORT, produced by WNET/THIRTEEN, 
New York, andWETA/CHANNEL 26, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

Questioned by Robert MacNeil and Jim Le- 
hrer, Ms. Jordan said: “I did not feel that 
I could further impact dramatically or moder- 

ately on the course of events, personally, 
as they moved through the Congress of the 
United States. 

“I feel that I have occupied this period 
of time in my life for as long as I want to 

occupy this period of time. And I feel the tug 
of my own conscience, if nothing else, to sight 
gears, and do something different Leg- 
islative work is nitty gritty, there is no way 
to get away from that. All I am saying is 
that I had done all the nitty gritty as long as 

I intend to do the nitty gritty. 
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say, the opportunity to work through the pol- 
itics of the Congress to a leadership role, 
I supposed that I could have been induced to 

forego the tug of conscience for a little 

longer. But the House politics did not seem to 
make it possible that I would be able to do 
that. There is also a sense, a sense that 
I have of a diminution of my efficacy in the 
House.” 

Rep. Jordan said she had considered running 
for the United States Senate, but asked her- 
self,” ... is this achievable within the con- 
text of the practical realities given the 
only state in the nation I would possibly rep- 
resent is the State of Texas, is this, the 
United States Senate, an achievable goal at 
this time? My answer to that question was 

9 
no. 

Rep. Jordan was asked if she would have 
accepted a position in the Carter Adminis- 
tration:” ... If I took any position in the 
Carter Administration the only one I would 
accept would be Attorney General ...” the 

postiton for which the President reportedly 
had considered her. 

Congresswoman Jordan said that since her 
December 10th retirement announcement she 
has had job offers in business, law, and educa- 
tion, including one to occupy the Nixon chair 
at Whittier College in California. Rep. Jordan 
has instead accepted a professorship at the 
University of Texas at Austin. 

Asked about the mood of the country Rep. 
Jordan said, "It would appear, whether we 
like it or not, the country is making a gradual 
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“The Congress has been traumatized by the 

Jarvis Amendment. You would not have a 

pleasant time in the Congress of the United 
States these days because the elective public 
official is so fearful, so reactive, so knee- 
jerking from what occurred in California, the 
behavior of the members at this point borders 
on irresponsibility. 

“Now, I'm not saying that my colleagues 
are irresponsible. I am just saying that they 
are so traumatized by the event in California 
that our behavior borders on something less 
than statesmanship, but not quite irresponsi- 
bility. 

Even with the passage of the Jarvis Amen- 
dment Rep. Jordan says, “It is my firm view 
that people do not care less today than they did, 
when these programs were first enacted. I 
think that people still care, and maybe some 

may say that I am being too optimistic, that I 
am being too Pollyannish. I think people are 
concerned about those who are sick, and who 
are hungry and who have inadequate clothing 
and inadequate housing. 

“But people also care about being able to 
live and breathe and grow without having some 

Big Daddy superimposing a set of musts on 
them. I think that’s what’s happening. I think 
that’s why people are not as anxious to under- 
write such programs.’’ 

On the subject of foreign policy Congress- 
woman Jordan feels America “is viewed 
as less than the all-powerful leader of the 
free world People are coming to view 
the United States with less and less awe, or 

reverence, and we get no clear sense of 
what the President is saying. His message has 
been uneven, and I don't know who is to blame 
for that. 

“I think Mr. Carter is trying to be as 

open as he can be, consistent with his pro- 
mise to the American people, when elected. 
The real problem. is whether it is possible 
to conduct foreign policy openly. That is the 
question which is yet to be answered. 

“Another problem, to be fair on both sides, 
is that Congress is feeling its foreign policy 
Cheerios. We are an equal partner with the 
President of the United States, Congress in- 
sists on being a partner. We have a two- 
headed entity, trying to say: This is what the 
foreign policy of the United States is supposed 
to be.’’ 

However, Rep. Jordan added, “I feel good 
about the country. I feel good about our ideo- 
logical underpinnings. Even though we have 
become rathter dispirited and cynical we still 
believe in where it is that we want to go. 
If there are any patriots left in America, 
I’m certainly one.’’ 

THE MACNEEL/LEHRER REPORT is pro- 
duced with the assistance of grants from 
member public television stations, the Cor- 
poration for Public Broadcasting, Exxon Corp- 
oration and Allied Chemical. 

Petty Larceny 
What is petty larceny? Petty means some- 

thing small, minor, secondary, something 
cheap. Larceny means taking and carrying 
away anothers personal property, to deprive 
the rightful owner of said property, obtaining 
possession illegally. Petty Larceny is any 
amount less than $100. All big and small 
businesses are plagued with petty larceny 
thefts. 

The merchants of Nevada have to have some 

kind of protection. Someone is hired as a 

plainclothes house detective. Now this person 
has had no training, no schooling, yet this 
person will have the right to arrest anyone 
in the store. This house detective will be 
fair and equal justice for all, or will try to 

build up a reputation. 
I believe, that when, a case is brought to 

court, and a defendent is tried, the plain- 
clothes person should be asked questions; 
such as their background; their experience; 
training; how long have they worked as a det- 
ective. A judge that is for the people’s rights 
should ask the questions, and move to protect 
the rights of all, instead of having it look 
like a one sided deal. 

Sid Nasby 

Forest Park Homes SSTImftiJtJESr 
Spring Valley From ^959 
Family enjoyment is built into these homes. They're 
designed for indoor-outdoor living, with sliding glass 
doors and large back yards.. Kids can walk to Spring 
Valley Park. 

West Flamingo and Rainbow. Sales Office: 876-2632. 

I /II IDCI Throe, four bedrooms 
LrlUKCX One and two stories 

CR€ST $66,100 
Spring Valley TEMPORARILY 

SOLD OUT 
These are big homes to go with the "big sky" feeling 
of Spring Valley, designed by architect Paul Thoryk to 

play up your ability to live and entertain with real 
flair. 

West Flamingo and Rainbow Sales Office: 876-1310. 

Three, four bedrooms 
One and two stories 
From $59,650 

PARADISE VALLEY 

Stately walls surround this exclusive community. 
And inside each home is the style and beauty you 
want, plus the living space you need. Interior space is 
divided to provide plenty of room when family and 
friends get together. Yet bedrooms, baths, even clos- 
ets, are exceptionally large. 

3 100 Eastern Avenue. 
Sales Office: 735-6606. Closed Fridays. 

Two. thro* bedrooms 

COLONY From '$44,075 
HOMES 

Spring Valley 

If you are spending around $200 a month for rent, 
chances are good you can qualify for home own- 

ership in prestigious Spring Valley. Special features 
include enclosed garage plus covered carport; con- 

crete block garden privacy walls; front yard sprinkler 
system; refrigerated air conditioning. 

West Flamingo and Rainbow. Salqs Office 873-2660. 

LAUREL R\RK TEXS?™ 
sJKrJ5r.y From $5#’45# 

Laurel Park has everything you would expect... Like 
three bedroom/2 bath homes with formal dining 
room, including built-in kitchen, inside laundry area, 
refrigerated air conditioning, king-size master bed- 
room with separate dressing area and private bath, 
plus garage with covered carport. 

6772 W Pine Valley Dr., Sales Office: 873-3773 

1| | ■ Three, four bedrooms 

LODAY! From $55750 
HOMES 
Green Valley 
If you are looking for a new home with up-to-the- 
minute styling and flexible floorplans, all at a moder- 
ate price, you're the family Pardee researched for, 
designed for, planned for and carefully built for in 
developing this all-new concept. Today! Homes are 

appropriately located in a new development just 10 
miles from the center of greater Las Vegas. 

2363 Belvedere Drive. Sales Office 458-1592 


