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Why is it that most Black Americans are just now 

becoming really involved in developing cultural and 
historical ties with Africa? Is it because they knew 
little about the continent except from those movies 
which gave us false images that were not intended to 

inspire respect about our heritage? Or is it because 
we have had so much to do climbing up the socio-economic 
ladders that we have had little time for anything else? 

Whatever the reason, it seems that the ncessity of 

concentrating on the present and the future, has caused 
us to sorely neglect the past; and to in that vein, over- 

look our heritage and ignore what should be our obligation 
to be concerned about the well-being of our counterparts 
who just happen to still live on that continent surrounded 
by the Atlantic Ocean, the Indian Ocean, the Red Sea 
and the Mediterranean. 

Alex Haley, in describing this separation between 
Bladk Americans and Black Africans, has been most 

persuasive in urging us to develop a relationship, not 

only with our African past, but with the African present: 
... the African people and the black people who 

are descendents of the African people now living in 

other places should become far more aware of each 
other. They must know each other, feel each other, 
be more concerned about each other and respond 
mutually back and forth to each other much more 

than we tend to 
What can be done on the part of Black Americans to 

establish closer ties with Black Africans? 
First of all, and on the individual level, we Afro- 

Americans must increase our very low level of invest- 

ment in African business enterprises. Africa has many 
valuable resources which are coming increasingly under 
the control of the majority. 

With the help of Black Americans, United States 
capital and technology can be made available to help 
Africa develop its own economic potential and concomi- 
tantly strengthen the natural bonds between Africans 
and Afro-Americans. 

Secondly, we must move from the fiscal ties to a 

more physical bond; low-cost tourism to Africa should 
be encouraged so that Black Americans of moderate 
means can search for their heritage and roots. The 
African continet is enormous. One must travel to it 
to appreciate both its size and diversity. 

Public and private programs for the exchange of 
black students, scholars, athletes and ardsts should be 
expanded and developed. In addition a greater effort 
should be made to recruit American blacks for res- 

ponsible work in the Peace Corps and the Agency 
for International Development in African countries. 

Toe exercise of valuable skiiis in a new environ^ 

ment will enable us to better serve the black community 
at home. In short, American blacks should learn to 

use existing institutions, such as the Congress, the 
African-American Institute, our colleges and univerities, 
etc., to find their way back to Africa. 

There are many areas of endeavor where young, 
trained Black Americans could substantially aid in the 
development of African countries.. Engineers, urban 
planners and architects on the designing end of the 
spectrum, followed up by .bricklayers, steel works and 
plumbers on the construction of new urban and industrial 
projects are just a few examples. 

The enormous job of establishing modern communica-' 
tion and transportation links across dry plains, over 

rugged mountains and deep into the bush areas will 
take at least as much effort as bridging die gaps between 
over 300 ethnic groups and, formed rather recently, in 
a historical sense, the 50-odd political units we know 
as modern Africa. 

Industrial development, commercial expansion, agri- 
cultural modernization, mineral extraction and proce- 

ssing, and the harnessing of rivers for hydro-electric 
power generation are just some of the areas where 
the Agency for International Development and the Peace 

'Corps can use the skills of American blacks to build 
strong positive bonds of friendship and international 
cooperation between the African states and the U.S.' 
Economic assistance by this country to African countries, 
when coupled with the sensitivity of using black skills' 
and labor would go a long way toward demonstrating, 
to die Africans and the rest of the yorld djat we truly 
care about ihelrjgcflnomic_growth._/■ 
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