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One of the items on this year's Caucus
legislative agenda is the reauthorization of
the Elementary & Secondary Education Act,
and particularly the Title I - Compensatory
Education Program. As many of you know,
Title 1 is the major program of federal
assistance for five million educationally dis~
advantaged children living in areas with high
concentrations of poverty.

This year, Title I will receive more Con-
gressional scrutiny than at any point since
its passage in 1965, under the leadership
of our great black political leader =-- Adam
Clayton Powell, And in the next month, the
National Institute of Education will be re=
leasing the findings from its two-year study

' of the impact of Title I on poor children.

Unfortunately, several members of Con=
gress want to use this reauthorizaton as
an opportunity to shift the Title I focus
away from poor children and instead turn
the program into general aid for all children
regardless of economic deprivation. This
insidious effort is justified by these Con-
gresspersons who state that ‘‘every poor
child is not a dumb child,’”” and as such
the allocadon of Title I's $2.3 billion should
instead be based upon a national measure

¢ of education deprivation.

This logic is faulty in several respects =-
clearly, poor children who are educationally
disadvantaged face a double burden. Accor-
ding to the educational deprivation criteria,
economically advantaged childfen could draw
just as heavily upon Title I resources as
poor children.

It is outrageous to contend that middle
and upper income youngsters who do not
excel academically face the same obsta=-
cles as low income educationally disadvan-
taged children currently eligible. If the eli-
gibility were expanded in such a drastc
manner, it would dissipate the impact that
this program is having on our children.

In effect this criteria would penalize su-
ccessful Title I programs in poor commu-
nities. As an example, if you had a good
program in a poor community which, over
a two-year period, had raised their Title
I children to an average rate of educational
progress, then the next year all of the special
programs in reading and math, funded by
Title I, would be cut off, as they would no
longer qualify as educationally disadvantaged.

Then to make this viclous cycle complete,
only after a couple of years without Title I

¢ gervices, when the students academic achie-

vement had sufficiently regressed, would they
again be eligible for Title I monies, If this
allocation criteria for funding were adopted,
it would become a living nightmare for poor
communities across the country.

In the near future, I will introduce my own
version of the Title I reauthorizadon, and I
hope it will encompass many meaningful

{ reforms to improve what is already a good

| program. Numerous studies have shown that

| Title I students are achieving a rate of aca-
. demic progress of one month for each month
in Title I; This is the rate of progress for the
average child, and by these standards, Title I
can be judged a success.

Unfortunately, in the absence of such enrich-
ment during the summer months, the progress
reverses, and Title I students tend to lose
from one to three months of the progress they
had gaified during the school year. To me this
indicates the strong need to develop and en=
courage Title I “summer bridge’’ programs
which, through continued educational enrich-
ment and stimulation, protect the progress
a Title I student had made, and ensure that
this achievement is carried over to the
following school year to now, has been totally
neglected.

inally, I received a greatdeal of mailfrom
stydentg and parents in New Orleans, La.who
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Summer
Special

EXECUTIVE AUTO DETAIL

5115 INDUSTRIAL ROAD, SUITE 513 - 7136-
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

COMPLETE DETAIL

INSIDE & OUT

COMPOUND SIMONIZE, WAX
SHAMPOO CARPETS
RESTORE VINYL TOP

WHEELS 83995

TRUNK

COMPLETE ENGINE DETAIL,
INCLUDES PAINTING, $17.50

FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY —

COMPLETE
e SAME DAY

DETAILING 4 HOUR SERVICE

INSIDE & OUT ' LEASE
“iNcLupes  VINYL TOP DON'T YOUR CAR.

" Hendwaxexterior RECOLORING . 13
ﬂnnwe:?vn & '34.5 . TROAR DE FROM
Dress vinyl top &

; ON
. FR '
s el 3 Rlcvlé e | SELL NEW & USED
inside & out (Las Vegas YOUR CAR

$39.95 Area Only)
Steam Clean | 736'8455

& Paint Engine EXECUTIVE AUTQ ' vpto 80% more
$17.50 | 'EASING DETAIL for your car
° SHOP : 736-8435
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EXECUTIVE AUTO LEASING
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