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The -
Publisher

Speaks

-

The Las Vegas VOICE is in the same shape as the residents
it serves. While it is struggling for survival, it is being
stabbed in the back.

Instead of always knocking this paper. the community
should get behind it. I feel it has been more than fair with this
community, since I took control of it.

Onc of the reasons that we are always last in the bread line,
is that we don’t trust anything that belongs to a Black person.

It seems that we don't consider anything legitimate unless
it is accepted and endorsed by whites. The different sororities
in our community continually flood the Las Vegas Sun and the
Review Journal with pictures and copy on their activities, but
thev never cater to the VOICE.

To me the this raises the question of who are they trying to
inform. the white or the Black community? I don't think they
are trying to inform anyone. They are just trying to impress
whites.

But these sororities are not the only ones who slight this
paper. It is a common weakness of most of this community.

We must understand that we will never have the respect of
the white community until we respect our own community. To
do this we must continually strive to build up our own part of
town.

And whether you realize it or not, we will never be liked in
the white community. We will always be considered
outsiders, but if we respected ourselves, we would be
respected by the white community.

You don't have to be liked to be respected. If we got
together over here and tried to upgrade our businesses and
community as a whole, the white community would flood us
with money. For someone this country loves to try to help is
the underdog, that is trying to help himself.

We are viewed now as a bunch of panhandlers, who are
always standing on the street corners of white communities
with our hands out.

Because we are isolated, we could have one of the most
affluent communities in this country. All we have to do is stop
working for the acceptance of white people and start working
for the respect of ourselves.

Right now we don't have any good restaurants in our
community; we don’t have any movie theatres; we don't have
any banks or telephone and power company sub-stations.

The reason is clear: white people know we would rather go
to their part of town and suffer abuse and poor service than to
support such places in our own community.

As long as we make it blatantly clear that we need white
people, they will continue to deny us our rightful place in this
county and country. But once we start showing them that we
don't need them. they will give us anything we want -- white
people have an unquenchable desire to be needed and looked
up to.
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*OUTY IS CARRYING ON
PROMPTLY AND FAITH-
FULLY THE AFFAIRS
NOW BEFORE VOU-IT
IS TO FULFILL THE
CLAIMS OF TO-DAY.”
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Our dead ancestors have become fertlizer for
the growth and strength of our future. Although
the national Memorial Day has passed, every day
should be a tribute to the Black men and women
who gave their lives so that we ‘may live,

I'm not talking about observing their deaths
with hoopla and parades, but with holding the
ground on which their blood has been spilled.

Because of Dr. Martn Luther King, Jr.,, we
have the right and authority to enter any esta=
blishment in this country and expect equitable
treatment. He plowed the ground that had lain
fallow before, He opened doors that hadnot even
been knocked on before. He spoke of things open-
ly that had been only whispered before. He was
and is to us what Moses was to the Jews,

He lead us through the desert,filled with haz-.
ards, and man-eating predators. But more than
that he was our spirit and inspiration.

Malcolm X was our John the Baptist crying in
the Wilderness, us to come forth and
claim our heritage. He ed us that there is no’
shame in being Black--the shame existed in

gdtharpramelmaeryonem:emunhm
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Let us have a Memorial service for these men
every day by the caliber of our lives. Although
they reached a peak of power and success, they
did not that they could be castdown at any
moment. , we should realize and not forget
that though we have made vast p on the
road to freedom, we have a long way to go. And,
most of all, we must not fopget that we can lose
!-hnve have gained unless we struggle to hold
t.
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*« COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT F¥® &

Mr. Otis Harris, Director of the West Side
Comprehensive Economic Development Plan has
come up with another idea to help find jobs for
the people of the Las Vegas valley.

Mr, Harris is initating an economic develop-
ment survey to determine the numlber of skills
and occupations the local residents have, This
newspaper will have the combination survev form
‘and job application form in the classified
column, It cnly has to be filled in and mailed
to Mr, Harris office at 2226 E, Cheyenne Ave,,
North Las Vegas, Nevada 89030,

This survey will serve two purjposes; the firsi
use is to show potental new employers to the
Clark County -area that the people with the
needed skills for their firms are available in
the local community. Employers ccnsidering 2
new location for their coperations Lave to know il
there are the available needed workers in the
community they plan to move into,

The second purpose is to be a job application
form so that you can be referred to these new
jobs,

'Each person that mails in this application will

bhave a card on file for each sidll, occupaton,
or hobby they lst. So iU's possible a worker
can have a® many as ten cards on file at one
dem for selecton to ten different jobs,

Even if you are persemdy employed, but would

like a new job, you should send in the appli-

ggon there may be -a new career in your
‘TCe

The VOICE strongly urges the citizens of the
West Las Vegas community to partcipate in
this survey, Only through your cooperadon
will this community ever grow and develop
into an area that is self substaining. The up-
coming results of the survey will be publish-
ed in this paper when it is concluded,




