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Through an economic ‘‘Catch 22'’, Blacks
in Nevada are denied the financial rewards from
meaningful participation in the State’'s lucrative
gaming industry. In what appears to be a con-
spiracy between the State, the gaming indus-
try, and the financial insitutions, Blacks are
denied the means to earn capital in the gam-
ing industry, and then denied the credit to bor=-
row funds to develop their own gaming indus-

The traditional way in Nevada to earn capi-
tal and climb the economic ladder is through
the thousands of good paying jobs in the gaming
industry; but these jobs denied Blacks in Ne-
vada. Except for scattered ‘‘tokens’’, Black em-
ployment in hotels and casinos is limited to |
service workers -- porters, maids, dishwash-
ers, and dealers.

The other traditional way to earn capital
is through successful business ventures --
but this means is also denied Blacks in Ne-
vada, Black businessmen cannot get develop-
ment loans to improve their propertes to at-
tract tourists; they are denied advertising funds

_ to bring in Black tourists to patronize their
businesses, so their market consists of local
poor or low-income Blacks,

Through the Gaming Commission, the State

has powers to force the g industry to
hire Blacks in ilood paying jobs. Roger D. Fo-
ley, who was Nevada angttorn General in

1961, and who is now a federal district court
judge for the Southern district of Nevada, is-
sued Opinion #243 on September 1, 1961. In
that opinion, Arnorney General Foley stated
that the ‘‘State Gaming Control Board and the
Nevada Gaming Commission are authorized to
determine that racial discriminaton ., . . 288 0
emflaymen: by gaming licensees is an unsui-
table method of operadon and that the Commi-
' gsion and Board have the power to condition
_licensees againét 'it or to make reguladons
. against it and enforce such regulatdons by dis-

ciplinary acdon’”s,

" Who does the Gaming Commission take or-
' ders from? Haveé they ever said to a hotel
““If you continue to discriminate we will re-
voke your license?”’ Not only have they not
used their powers to end discrimihation, they
are tryl to give their antd-discriminadon
responsibilities to the State Equal Rights Com-

‘mission -- an agency without any __'Ior_f‘cemmt

powers, : _ =
What does it take to be a pit boss, floor-
man, showroom captain or maitre’d? Juice,
not skills, The Gaming Commission could be .
_the Black man’s juice to get those good pay-
_ing jobs -- but they won't act. So.the Black,
" man contnués t0 wash dishes or pick up lit-
ter off the casino floor, bringing home just
enough money to pay the rent, never edrning
enough to start his own business or contri-
bute to the sucess of Black businesses in his
community.
Black businessmen BW make ends
meet can forget commercial develop
. their businesses; so their businesses become
shabby which drives away customers. The Con-
venton Authority refuses to spend any of it

’ gmillions of
dThe Nadonal Sports Club a Black non-profith

NMembers receive savings on meat, produce, B
> Mimproving their property but instead just sit

gback and collect the rent. Absent dlords
H(some call them ‘‘slumlords’) control the at-
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Most of West Las Vegas is owned by white
business interests,who don't spend any money

mosphere of poverty in the Black community,
Blacks don’t own the property and can’t de-
termine its use or conditon.

A Black businessman wanter to move his
gambling casino from a poor location to the
Golden West Shopping Center., He was refused
a lease on the space he wanted because one
of the White owners didn't want gambling at
the Goldem West, The White owner also owns
the Union Plaza -- is he afraid of the com-
petidon? Why should a white man determine
where anything is located in the Black com-
munity? We hear that the financial interests
have plans for industrial development in the
Black community -- why don’t they let us
know their plans? Are we to be moved out?

The vicious cycle of no job - no money -
no business - no loans - no property - must
be stopped. To begin, I call on the Gaming
Commission to hold hearings on discrimina-
tdon in the gaming industry. I ask that the
financial insdtutions loan money to Black bus-
inessmen for development of their properdes.
1 ask the Convention Authority to spend some
of their advertising dollars to attract Black
tourists to Las Vegas -- some of them will
want to spend their money in West Las Ve-
gas, I ask for community meetings with the
absent white financial interests to learn what
th are doing to our community. White con=-
trg{ of the Black community has continued too
long -- it is time that Blacks determine the
future of West Las Vegas.

Once more, I wish to emphasize the impor-
tance of honesty about the plans for the com-
munity so_that we, as residents, can ensure
that we are not being planned out. In short,
we believe in economic development, but it
will only have meaning if we are planned in-
to these projects. This can only happen with
a relevant Gaming Commission, lending inst-
tutdons, and the cooperation of the State of
Nevada. Who will take a stand for and with
the Black business man to ensure that he gets
a plece of the gaming industry. : S

What financial insdtwdon or individoal has the
guts to do what you know in your heart to be
right? The facts are clear, as of now, Blacks

are not a part of the economic program of

Nev

ada. s
ECKANKAR SOCIETY

Spiritual healing, without interfering in a-
nother person’s ‘‘space’’, will be one of the
topics discussed at the ECKANKAR public se-
minar ““A Venture Inward'’ on Sunday, March
27, in the Gold Room of the Royal Inn, 305

. Conventon Center Drive..

The seminar is aimed towards introducing
the spiritual teachings of ECKANKAR to the
public, . _ :

There will be an introductory talk and film
on ECKANKAR Sunday at noom, at no charge.

- The seminar program will, be from 1:00

to 5:00 p.m. and will' include music, dance,

and an art show, Talks and pa-
nel discussions on dream -interpretadon and
knowing the future through prophecy will also
be featured.
Registration for the seminar begins 10:30 a.m.
. There will be a charge for the seminar.
Call 386-6944 for further information.
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(Joln Ray Willis for a look

at what minorities are
doing ih Southern Nevada.
‘Along with special .local
and nationally known guests,
he makes this an interesdng
and informative half-hour.
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