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Benjamin L. Book*i'-j 
.fcc! : 

For nearly four-and-one half years 1 have 
been a member of the Federal Communicat- 
ions Commission, I have been carrying with- 
in me a nagging sense of a^doubt. You know 

the feeling. It is one that says you ought to b- 

elieve what a good number of people are say- 
ing — many whom you respect and admire -- 

but somehow deep in your guts you just can t 

reconcile what they say with what you per 
ceive to be the truth. 

It is uncomfortable; but wishing won t make 
the sense of guilt brought on by douby, go waay 
At some point it must be dealt Mth. 

That is how I have been feeling about charg- 
es that "Big Government" is responsible i o r 

most of "mess* in Washington. That "Big Go— 
vernemet" is growing bigger, fatter, less res- 

ponsive to the will of the people, thus the ris- 
ing disillusionment and the public feeling that 
the only way to straighten things out is to bre- 
ak up "Big Government" and start again from 
square one. 

Once you accept the assumption that "Big 
Government" is all the bad things that happen 
in our lives, that it is a Dr. Frankenstein’s mo 
nster of our creation that is now turning with- 
malevolent fury on its creator, threatening to 

destroy US', it is very easy to take that additio- 
nal mental step and say, "let’s do it in before 
it does us in. 

But 1 could never buy the first assumption so 
I certainly would never arrive at the conclusioi 
Too many things I see with my own eyes hereat 
the Commission, for example, kept getting in the 
way of *' the truth'' of the' 'Big Government cha- 
rges. 

For example, the FCC is mandated by Congre- 
ss to regulate the communications industry of th- 
is vast and properous country of ours.. But to im- 
plement this massive responsibility the FCC has 
never employed more than 2,100 people, and its 
annual budget last year—the highest in its histo- 
ry'—was a paltry $51 million. 

The men and women who work for the FCC mu- 

st deal with vast, powerful corporate entities, fo- 
r instance, AT&T, that hire millions, with billi- 
ons of dollars in capital outlay, many more mult- 
i-millions in operating capital and billions in as- 
seis. 

The paper work that flows through this small 
bur Important agency would boggle the mind of e- 
ven the most sophisticated bureaucratic paper 

shuffler. And determined efforts on the paar of t- 
he Commission to eliminate some of it. invaria- 
bly ends in frustrated failure. 

For much of die paperwork is essential to our 

regulatory function: there are forms, contracts, 
peeitions, licenses, etc., that simply cannot be e- 

liminated. Attempts to modify them often end in 
more rather than less influx. But we are still wo- 
rking at it and some day this work will pay off. 
But the prodigious amount of work this small 

•work force must put out just to stay abreast of is- 
sues, events and problems in the burgeoning ins- 
ustry called communications—which is one of a 

country’s most important—sends the mind reel- 
ing* 
So when 1 hear the talk from so many in the pu- 

blic sector about "Big Government, fat, irr e- 
sponsive1' etc., 1 simply can’t reconcile it with 

my pragmatic everyday nectic existence here at 
the Commission. 

And now comes substantive support in the form 
of a well researched speech delivered by Gary 
Hart, US Senator (D.,Colo.) made before die Wes- 
tern Electronic Manufacturers' Assn., earl ler 
this year. 

Senator Hart presents a reasoned analysis 
die "Big Government" charges, complete with a 
huge array of facts and statistics that even the 
most Impassioned believer of the "BigCovern- 
ent" charges will have to take note. 

His essential theme is that the public belief 
•iat "Big Government" bloated with ever grow- 
ing numbers of federal bureau workers, expand- 
ing. creating a mess In Washington and in the da- 
ily Uvea of our citizens, imposing ruinous taxes, 
etc., la illusory. 

His conclusions that the real vllllans are state 
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and local governments which have ecpanded like 
mad in die past three decades* that m os t o f the 
Federal government workers are employ ed 
in social ewlfare (medicaid) and social security ( 
taking care of the elderly) and on the local level 
most employees are in local schools (more than 
11.7 million) and in protection (firem enand 
police), are bound to create gasps of astonishme- 
nt. 

So is his assessment that the real villian spr- 
ings from citizens* all of our attitudes and 
expectations. 

The Hughes 
Report 

j By Thomas F. Hugheg 

Thirty years ago we scoffed at our young 
girls going out for modeling. Forty years ago 
a blade who wanted to drive a yellow cab was 

considered crazy. 50 years ago no gasoline 
station hired blacks (or very few) but now the 
times have changed and oh wha: a change. Sa- 
turday night at the Frontier Hotel the fruition 
of our girls efforts to become models was 

highlighted above all expectations. There was 
never a doubt that our girls could be excellent 
models, it was the question of-the saleability 
of such a fashion show with black only models, 
there was standing room only and standees we 

there was standing room only and standees 
were 4 and five deep and no one left, they stood 
for the 3 hour show willingly. Next year this 

3how will probably have to go to the Alladin 
Theater or some larger auditorium .Director and 
Producer of this fantastic spectacular was Mrs. 
Eunice Johnson, wife of that genius John W. 
Johnson, publisher of Jet Magazine, Ebony Ma- 
gazine, and others, top man in fashion fair 
beauty products -and majority stockholder and 
director of Supreme Liberty Life Insurance of 
Chicago, I1L, one of the top three black insur- 
ance companies of America. The dynamic pre- 
sentation of the vivacious, dedicated models left 
nothing to be desired (they wouldn’t let you take 
one home) as they displayed the finest gowns, 
street wear, formal wear, lounge wear, beach 
togs, cold and warm weather garments and a’ 
finale wedding attire. I am still thrilled over 
our girls — cheers. If you did not go get rea- 

dy for next year now because you really mis- 
sed it. Saw many of our California friends 
there and believe me that was die place to be. 
Crepe de chine Is' going to be very popular 
this year but suede boots is a new fad bound to 

catch on for both men and women. Monkey fur 
and ringtail raccon, beige suede, and even de- 
nim are going to be great this year but surpris- 
ing was the return of the double breasted sui 
The lux tux for women was smashing. Black 
velvet jackets for men will be strong. Chief 
among the beneficiaries wan the Las Vegas 
Branch of N.A.A.CJ*. who was presented a 

check by the Gamma Phi Delta Sorority Inc. 
Allpha Rho Chapter — sponsors of the show 
MoBt of the prizes were won by men but Ag- 
nes Harris won the United Airlines trip to 

Hawaii. 
Greater New Jerusalem Baptist members ne- 

ver ceases to amaze me in tneir achievements. 
I am sure other churches are great too but I 
am a member of Jerusalem. Sunday they had 
their Wonen’s Day and the winner was our Lu- 
cille Brown who came to Las Vegas in August 
1975 with husband William D. Brown from Holy 
Chapel Bapitist Church in Los Angeles. She w 
a newcomer. We need more new comers like 
her. They spark a new fire that Las Vegas needs. 

Education 
Is 

P owe r 
By Thomas E. Wilson, 

Ph.D. 

In this and several subsequent columns we 

will endeavor to give parents and teachers so- 

me clues as to how they may help a child learn 
to read through phonics. 

According to several research reports, the 

child who is experiencing difficulty in reading 
or in learning to read usually cannot recognize 
familiar words and break up unfamiliar words 

into their known parts. In identifying new words, 
the student must learn to look for a letter or 

groups of letters which stand for a known sound 
or sounds. The total process described above 

is known as learning to read by the phonics 
method or approach. Phonic skills help child- 
ren in the use of syllables and other cues to 

the pronunciation of words. ■ 

The question faces by many teachers and pa- 
rents is: "At what point in the reading program 
may phonic skills be introduced profitably?” 

The teaching of phonic skils should begin with 
the student’s very first experiences in reading. 
It is at this point that the child’s listening and 

observation skills are sharpened an important 
preliminary step in the use of phonic skills. 
During beginning reading activities, the pupil 
gradually learns to hear many vowel and con- 

sonant sounds and to associate these sounds with 
die letters which often represent them. 

Phonic skills should be taught in a reading 
situation in a carefully planned sequence. This 
sequence should be developed on the basis of 
the student’s needs and abilities in a reading 
situation. The thoughtful parent or teacher is 
keenly aware that students may be the same 

age but vary widely in their aptitudes and abil- 
ities. The parent or teacher knows that the stu- 

dents should be grouuped according to their va- 

rious achievement levels and their needs if they 
are to be challenged and not frustrated. 

After the student has developed an interest 
in reading, after they can hear the differences 
betwasn sounds, after they can see the differ- 
ences in size, shapes, and details of objects, 
pictured things and words, after they have a 

basis for learning how to think, they will be 
adequately prepared to apply phonic skills to 

’earning new words. It is at this time that they 
need to be taught phonics and other skills to 

help them tell one word from another. 
Every person is different, with different needs, 

therefore, it is obvious that in learning to read 
all persons do not require as much phonics in- 
struction as others. Some require the use of ki- 
nesthetic or psychomotbr and/or tracing tech- 
niques in addition to phonics. As teachers we 

t sometimes need to determine the individual dif- 
ferences in achievement levels as well as indiv- 

idual learning needs in order to know how each 
child should be taught phonics. 

There are three important points to remem- 

ber about teaching phonics. Tne first is to se- 

lect a few phonetic elements for study. The se- 

cond is to develop the skills in an appropriate 
sequence, and third to carefully space die intro- 
duction of each element in the sequence. 

What do all of the aforementioned things mean 

as far as the education of the Black child is con-1 
cerned? It means that if we as Blade parents 

I and teachers follow a systematically developed 
plan of teaching letter and word sounds to our 

i children they will be better able to cope with 
the educational system in which they find them- 
selves. 

as _' 

'SCLC MEETS 

The SCLC meetings are held every Tuesday 
night at 8:00 P.M. at the Greater Faith Baptist 
Church on Chamberlin St. in N.L.V. 

Let us join hands. We need each other. 
Rev. C. C. Smith, President 


