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has been confused by the discussion about the, 
reasons for thelower turnout. The expansion 
of voting rights to 18 year olds has resulted in 
lower percentage turnouts. Younger voters have 
always voted in lower numbers. Only half of the, 
18 to 29 years olds are registered, while almost 
three out of four of those between 30 and 49 are 

registered and more than four out of five of those 
50 and older are registered. But the increase 
in the number of young potential voters could 
only account for a relative decline in partici- 
pation, not an absolute and dramatic decline in 
voting participation. At the present time, 5 mil- 
lion fewer people are registered than in 1972. 
Part of this decline is undoubtedly due to dis- ̂

 

disillusionment have created the danger that* 
non-voting will be accepted as the norm, 
low voting rates of the young and the political 
disillusionment have created the danger that non- 

voting will be accepted as the norm. 
But to respond to low voting participation with 

the argument that we should make no reforms 
of the election laws because people who don't 
vote aren’t interested will only compound the 
problem. Only by making registration simple and 
convenient will we be able to increase voting par- 
ticipation. 
If registration is made easier, turnouts in 

presidential elections would probably Increase 
by more than 10 percent. The most important 
would be to keep die voter rolls open until just 
a few days before the election, when Interest is 
highest. Other barriers to voting which should be 
removed are long residency requirements, ir- 
regular registration hours, and periodic purging 
of non-voters from the rolls, inconvenient lo- 
cation of registration offices, and the lack of 
absentee registration in some states. 

Voters who are concerned about the health 
of our democracy should make the easing of 
registration laws an issue with candidates for 
office. Attitudes toward postcard registration 
are perhaps the best measure of whether a can- 
didate truly wants to make voting a right. in- 
stead of a privilege. 
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The Hughes • 

Report 
By Thomas F. Hughes 

We Lost 
On Sept. 14 some of us voted. Commissioner 

Weisner lost his incumbency position because 
the firefighters and teachers got out and cam- 

paigned against him and the stand on wage pro- 
visions. Within three days of the election the 
teachers who were offered 2-1/2% wage increase 
have now been offered what amounts to about 

6% increase. The commission is now re-nego- 
tiadng with the firefighters and are preparing a 

much better offer than the one previously offer- r 

ed. Rest assured they will be a healty Increase 
in their offer. The county had paid a huge sum 
to get arbitration which came up with their best 
possible offer of 2-1/2% for teachers. Why did 
this all change? One word tells the tale. 
“Ballot.” The ignorant argument that your vote 
does not count was shattered. 

Apparently only 1400 people voted on the West 
Side based on available reports. Wehaveamin- I 
imum of 12,000 eligible people who could have 
registered and voted, but Black apathy kept them 
away from the polls. We have many times more »i 
potential voters than there are teachers and fire- j 
men but we don’t vote. 

We cannot force any issue or change any- 
body’s position because we are either too lazy 11 

or too unconcerned. Will we ever learn? I 
We had four Blacks in governmental decision 

positions that control and and determine our \ 
living conditions. But Aaron Williams lost. Why? i 

Because when it was determined that he should * 
run at large the Black vote was negated. We 
no longer control our destiny and unless the re- 

districting for the next election stays more or 
less the same as it was you can forget about uS ], 
having our commissioner. We lost 25% of our 

political representation and if the at-large pos- < 
ition is established against the State Senator and 
Assemblyman positions you can look forward to 

losing the other 75% of our representation. f In short we won’t have any political power. { 

Will we ever wake up? 
From now on we are going to be more and 

more dependent on our own Black organizations 
to fend for us. Maybe now we will begin to look 
up to groups like the NAACP instead of looking f 
down on it. You really don’t look down on it 
anyway, because you have to look up to see it. 

Join them now and pay the small dues you >. 

owe them because you are really going to need 
them now!. 
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