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Education

By Thomas E, Wilson,
Ph.D.

Many non-academic factors in life affect thel
academic performance of a child in school, The.
way that he perceives the political and enviro-
nmental climate may determine, to a great ex=
tent, his feeling of security as an individual with-

in and without the classroom. Therefore it is’

logical that security is a factor
learning.

The Bicentennial festivities have brought a-
about a new awareness of what children would
like their country to be. It has brought about an
awarness of standards laid down by the found=:

ing fathers as related to the actual perfor- ==

mance of present day citizens and political lead-
ers.,

During our summer vacatioh our thirteenyear
old daughter, Mary Lisa, wrote an essay on
‘““What I Want America to Be.”” This writer
would like to share it with the readers of this
column, Here it is in part: -

I want America to be a place where people
will know the true meaning of brotherhood; a
place where my children and my grandchildren
can grow up free of violence and where there
is no discriminadon of any kind,

1 want America to be a place that people
will be proud to talk and to learn about.

I want my children and grandchildren to grow
up knowing the true meaning of what life is all
about, I want our country to be a place where
people can get along, and honestly love one an-
other; where people would not have to cheat,
steal, and be dishonestwith their friends, family
and especially their neighbors.

I want America to have a government that is
honest, and a president that would really help
the whole world, not just be on one side and
against the other. 3

I want America to be a place where people
do not criticize each other or each person’s
religion, sex, and especially their color, I want
America to be a place where there are no pre=-
judices of any kind. Where a red, yellow, brown,
black and white child can come together, love,
hold hands and play without the fear of their
color rubbing off or theparents calling them
away from everyone and saying ‘‘You can’t play
with them, they are not like us, or they are not
as good as we are.”’

I want America to be a more aware country,

ally when it comes to politics and presi-
dential elections, Also I think they should be
more aware of the diseases thatstrike America
and work toward a cure for them, such as cancer,
heart disease, etc.

I want America to be a beautiful place where
children can run and play in clean, neat parks,
swim in lakes that aren’t polluted, be able to go
outside and play iff clean fresh air without hav-
ing to go out in the country somewhere, I want
America to be a place where one may walk home
or anywhere else alone and not be afraid to do
s0. ] want America to be aplacewhere children
as well as teen-agers will use their wisdom,
education and strength on something that is
worthwhile and will help us in the future. We as
Black' Americans should be proud to use our
talents, our brains and other God-given facul-
tles, and not be afraid of what our friends will
have to say. We have to worry about what we
want and what we feel and not about what others
think. 1 wonder why we call each other ‘‘Bro-
thers and Sisters,”’ and do not always stick to-
gether and do the things that will advance us in
America, namely, get all of the education that
we can, :

Finally, I want America to be a place where
we all can help solve each other’s problems.

On reading the above, it is obvious to this
writer that much can be accomplished to bring
about the kind of Americalthat this ‘teen-ager
wants through education,
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Blacks In 'l'h'o
Presidential Convention

It was heartening to me, as I know it must
have been to scores of thousands, perhaps mil-

that enchances =lions, of other black and white americans, tosee.

the proud and dramatic part blacks playedin the
political Presidential convention recently held
in New York. ;

Hatch Act constraints do notpermitme to in-
dulge in partisanpolitics, ButI think incomment-
ing on the event as I have before and as I am
continuing to do this week, I am talking about a
phenomenon that transcends partisan politics
and reaches into a realm of pure beauty, grace
and poetic justice,

For the soulful, powerful and constructive ap-
pearances of Coleman Young, Mayor of Detroit;
,Tom Bradley, Mayor of Los Angeles; Reps.
Ron Dellums, John Conyers, and yes, Andrew
Young; and finally Barbara Jordan and the Rev,
Martin Luther King, Sr., breathed a new life in-
to that' proceeding.

It was Ms. Jordan who woke them up with her
stirring keynote address, and Rev, Martin King,
Sr., who sent them on their way with a moving
benediction and a nostalgic rendering of the Civil
Rights song theme, ‘‘We Shall Overcome.’’ Hard<
ly a dry eye was left in the place when it was
ovu.

1 suggested that television and radio should
now feature more black anchor men and women
on news programs; that significant stations in
citdes that have few blacks, or stations which
program for largely white audiences, should not
hesitate to hire blacks in meaningful roles.

For the recent political convention actvities
gshowed that black appearances transcended
“race, and so will blacks if placed in positions of
responsibility with those’ stations that are not
particularly programmed to a black ethnicity.
This has always been so, but no one wanted to
admit it in ruling white circles,

When Dr. George Washington Carver worked
with the peanut and produced so many wonder-

. just black lives.
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ful and useful byproducts from these results.

were for everyone. When Dr, Charles Drew, af-
ter long painstaking scientific endeavor, dis-
covered how to extract blood plasma and store

~ it for longevity, the end product was that mil-

lons of lives were saved in World War II, not

When Dr. Percy Jullan, a renowned black
chemist, made significant discoveries in syn-
thetics, these were not for the benefit of just
blacks, but everyone. Booker T. Washington's
refining of an educational system (*‘The Tuske-
gee Experiment’*) tailored to the needs of down-
trodden blacks, became a model for the training
of underprivileged people of all races in many
other lands, as well as inother parts of the U.S.

The late Adam Clayton Powell, Jr,, working as
chairman of the House Education and Labor
Committee, i8 acknowledge (even by some of his
most vocal detractors) to have pushed thrmgh
legislation of astonishing volume and breadth,
that redounded to the benefit of all Americans
-- not just blacks. .

Too often, those in power in the broadcast
media in the past have attempted to relegate
blacks to clownish rolea or to those of sports
or entertainment.

But now we see some changes. And it seems
to me that the convention demonstrated there is
a willingness and a readiness now to treatblacks
differently. Even if the broadcasting industry
does not want to be a leader in giving a fuller
role to black input, it can safely be a follower.
We hope now that in all segments of American
life - whether in a bankers’, medical, lawyers’
or a legion conventon - that the leaders of those
groups will recognize they have black constitu-
tents. If they fail to consciously recognize the
depth and complexity this entails, overall posi-
tive goals simply can not be fully realized.

When 1 say these groups should consciously
include and take note of blacks, I am not unaware
that this leaves me open tocharges that‘‘Blacks
:lirci '?onaciously chosen because they were

Well, let us admit that, Letus also admit that
for more than 300 years, blacks were consci-
ously excluded from any meaningful participation
in the body politic because they were black. So
if we are going to eradicate past mistakes and
move forward, we will have to be as deliberate
about including people in as we were in includ- *
ing them out.

Ms. Jordan woke them up and Rev, King, Sr.,
sent them on their way. May television (and
the broadcast media) never be the same again,

The National Black United Fund has filed a law
suit against the Chairman of theU.S, Civil Ser-
vice Commission, based on his denial of their
request to participate in the Combined Federal
Campaign; this campaignwas initially establish-
ed to limit the number of individual solicitations
made by charitable organizations tofederal em-
ployees.

The Combined Federal Campaign’s primary
ﬁovernin%' document i8 thé ‘*‘Manual on Fund-

alsing Within the Federal Services,” which
creats an advisory council of four members,
with the presidents of the American Red Cross
and the United Way mandated as members.
charged with making recommendadons to the
chairman concerning elegibility of all organiza-
tions who wish to be included.

Since these two major organizations receive
approximately 80 percent of the Campntgn funds,
it would appear that their presence on theboard
is an inherent conflict of interest. :

The National Black United Fund has been de-
termined a ‘‘public charity’’ by the Internal Rev-
enue Service; it is a non-profit, tax exempt or-
g:nindon supported solely by contributions

om the general public,

Yet, the chairman of the U.S, Civil Service
Commission has denied its application to join
the Combined Federal Campaign, claiming the_

'National Black Unjted Fuynd was not national in

. scope and did not have reagonable administxa- .

; tive costs, 3
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The chairman’s action has arbitrarily barred
the National Black United Fund from soliciting
funds from federal employees.

True, the Black United Fund does not have
offices in every city in the United States; how-
ever, this fledgling organization already has
offices or affiliates in many citles across the
nation, primarily those with significant black
population, such as Boston, Detroit, Washington,
D.C., Los Angeles and Chicago.

It is obvious that this organization is here to

stay, offering to those who have been shunt-
ed aside by the more traditonal agencies.
It is our feeling that the chairman of the U.S.

Civil Service Commission has taken an un-
constitutional step by denying to the Natdonal
Black United Fund access to the Combined Fed-
eral Campaign.

The National Black United Fund will suffer
substandally if it is not allowed to take part
in the coming fall CFC drive, being excluded
from on-job solicitation of federal employees
for at least one year, and it has taken the only
recourse available, that of filing a class action
law suit. .

The time has come for the national black com=
munity to take positive action against the U.S.
Civil Service Commission, which allows the
American Red Cross and the United Way to have
'@Jdvm es not available to the Nadonal Black

nited ’ jents the needs and
desires of black people, i




