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The Legacy Of T]w Civil nghts Movement By Bayard Rustin

The 1976 Democratic national convention was
a product of the civil rights movement. Twenty
years ago no-one would have predicted that the
Democratic party would nominate a presidential
candidate from the Deep South, much less that

blacks would be enthusiastic about his
nomination, Never more clearly has the polit-
ical revolution worked by the civil rights move-
ment been more clearly demonstrated than at
this convention,

Even without a quota system, more than 10
percent of the delegates were black, But the
political impact of blacks was larger even than
theit representation on the floor. Texas Con-
gresswoman Barbara Jordan inspired the con-
vention and nation with her opening night key-
note address.

At this convention the most important black
leader may well have been Andrew Young. In-
deed, he was Carter’s most important suppor-
ter. Young symbolizes the changes that have
taken place in the civil rights movement in the
last two decades. He got his startas a minister
active in Dr. King’s Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference. Today as Congressman from
Atlanta, he has made the shift from protest to
politics, from confrontation to compromise.

(From Bailey Files, Page 1.)
help tear down the wall of fear that has been
built up in the minds of many black and wWnite
citizens when they think of West Las Vegas.

** For 15 years many of us fought to tear down
the wall around the white community onlir tolearn
now that our own community has a wall around
it - a walloffear,’’ saidBailey ‘‘The people
who live in West Las Vegas don’t want to spend
their fecreation timehefe, andneither aotne
white citizens of the rest of the city.”

““We simply cannot have any kind of real ec-
onomic development here until that wall of fear
is taken down,”’ he said.

Bailey said he would be fully outlining his own
positive program to deal with the needs of the
black community in the coming weeks of the
campaign., But he said his first priority would
be to spend his time with representatives of
all groups within Senate District 4 tolearn more
about how they see their own needs, and how
those needs can be met through efforts in the
Nevada Legislature.

Since only two Democrats ‘have filed in the
race, there will be no primary. Bailey will face
State Sen. Joe Neal in the November 2 general
electon.

For the past three years Bailey has been di-
rector  of NEDCO (Nevada Economic Develop-
ment Company), which assists minorities with
business loans for starting up or expanding busi-
nesses. Bailey has taken a leave of absence from
NEDCO to pursue his campaign.

Bailey’'s only other try for elective officewas
in the City Commission race in 1971, In that
race, he came in third inafieldof 15 candidates
who ran city-wide.

Bailey was educated at Ohio State University,
Morehouse College, Atlanta University, the
School of Radio and Television New York Ciry,
the Columbia University Theatre also in New
York City. He also holds gradute ana post-grad-
uate certificates from Howard University s In-
stitute of Minority Business Enterprise.

For nearly 15 years Bailey was active in Las
Vegas radio and television and was Nevada's
first black television personality.

Bailey’s efforts on behalf of the community
have been recognized with numerous civic and
governmental awards during the past 15 years.
He received rec tion for outstanding work
as chairman of the Urban Renewal Advisory
Board from Las Vegas Mayor Oran Gragson.
He also received special récognition for meri-
torious work in raeial relations from Governor
Grant Sawyer.

Bailey and his wife Ann live in Las Vegas with
their two children, John, age 16, and Kimberley,
age 14, i .
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The political transformation was also seen in
the selection of Walter Mondale as the Demo-
cratic vice-presidential candidate, in the Demo-
cratic platform, and in the acceptance speeches
of Carter and Mondale, The selection of Mon-
dale, a leading liberal and a protege of Hubert
Humphrey, was filled with historical irony. For
it was Humphrey’'s 1948 convention speech in
support of intergration that led to the bolt of
the Dixiecrats. All of the people considered
by Carter for the vice-presidential nomination
had good civil rights records, but Mondale was
most closely identified with the kind of civil
;igl:;s activism that was once anathema to the

outh.

The civil rights movement has worked a fun-
damental transformation in American politics.
To take full advantage of the new political
situation our strategy mustcomplete the trangi-
don from protest to politcs, from symbolism
to accomplishment, from confrontation to coal-
itions. The uncompleted portion of the civil
rights agenda is economic and thus requires an
approach which is not exclusively black, but
which appeals to the needs of all Americans who
ssuffer from poverty, unemployment, poor hous-
ing, and inadequate health care,
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