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Supreme Court Reverses Johnson Verdict 
John Wesley Johnson Jr. 

spent almost a year in the 
Clark county Jail without 
ever going to trial or being 
eligible for bail.. 

He had been charged with 

conspiring to have Sheriff 

Ralph Lamb assassinated. 
Metro investigators said 

Johnson had made it known 
he was willing to pay a 

hit-man $60,000 to kill Lamb. 
A recent decision by the 

Nevada Supreme Cour t, 
however, freed Johnson, 
after the court ruled Metro 
had used improper methods 

-wiretapping and an under- 
cover police officer—to obtain 
.the information. 

According to court records 

i and newspapers accounts of 

the incident, it all began 
when Metro heard through 
its intricate network of infor- 
mants that. Johnson was 

looking fdr h hit-man. 
Metro set one of its offi- 

cers up ds.ani.out of state 

hit-man. The officer contact- 

ed by telephone a person 
who represented himself as 

Johnson. The Officer and this 
person never met 

face-to-face, although they 
did discuss the proposed 
killing. 

The officer recruited a 

second officer, who had two 

face-to-face meetings with 
Johnson. The Supreme Court 
said in its written decision, 
“According to the second 
officer, the identity, habits 
and residence of the propos- 

ed victims were discussed at 

these meetings, and the me- 

thod to be used in accom- 

plishing their proposed de- 
mise and disposition of 
bodies, as well. Shortly after 
the second meeting Johnson 
was arrested, and charged 
with attempted capital mur- 

der and conspirarcy to com- 

mit murder.” 
The court said it freed 

Johnson because “although 
intent to commit the crime 
was shown, the discussions 
testified to by the feigned 
‘hit-man’ were but prepara- 
tion; they did not constitute 
the second element, perfor- 
mance of an overt act toward 
the commission of the crime. 

“A conspiracy requires an 

agreement by at least two 

people. When one of the two 

persons merely pretends to 

agree, the other party, what- 
ever he may believe, is in 
fact not conspiring with any- 
one.” 

The Supreme Court by this 

ruling overturned the deci- 
sion of Chief District Judge 
Carl Christensen, who ruled 
Johnson had gone beyond 
the preparation stages and 
was in the act of having 
Lamb killed. 

Christensen also ruled that 
a “co-conspirator can be an 

undercover police officer if 
this fact is not known to the 

prospective wrongdoer.” 
Meanwhile another story 

was developing around the 

wiretapping part of the case. 

Somehow, Paul Price, a 

columnist for the Las Vegas 
SUN, had obtained and 

printed part of the wiretap- 
ping evidence between John- 

son and the undercover po- 
lice officer. 

District Judge Paul Gold- 
man put Price on trial for 

printing this information. 

Judge Goldman had sign- 
ed the order authorizing 
Metro to wiretap the phone 
of Johnson's. The Supreme 
Court said Goldman had 
been wrong. 

The Supreme Court said 
the wiretap was illegal in the 
first place because a deputy 
district attorney had signed 
the request order, instead of 

the District Attorney, who 
was Roy Woofter. 

The court said only the 
district attorney could legally 
request a wiretap authoriza- 
tion in that office. 

Woofter testified he had 
known nothing about the 

wiretap until it was all over. 

Johnson, one of the top 
saxophonists in the state, has 
said since that this case 

destroyed his career. 

He said after Metro arrest- 

ed him, they took over $4,000 
worth of recording equip- 
ment from him. which has 
not been returned. 

Some people have charged 
that Lamb used Johnson and 
this case as a ploy to get 
re-elected. 

(see related story below) 

Johnson•• They Framed Me 
Whatever happened in the 

great Sheriff Ralph Lamb 

assassination plot? 
In May. 1974, members of 

the Lamb’s Task Force En- 

circled John Weslev Johnson 
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Jr. in the parking lot of the 
Stardust Hotel. 

They said Johnson had 
been arrested for plotting to 

have Lamb killed along with 

Lloyd Bryant, a Black busi- 
nessman and his wife and 

daughter. 
Johnson spent 11 months 

in the Clark County Jail 
without ever going to trial. 
On March 7, the Nevada 

Supreme Court freed John- 
son, saying improper me- 

thods had been used by the 
Task Force. 

Tuesday in a long distance 

telephone interview. John- 
son denied the plot and said 
he had been used as a 

stepping stone to get Lamb 
reelected as Sheriff. 

Johnson said the night- 
marish experience began 
when a white friend of his 
was arrested for stealing 
diamonds. 

His friend supposedly had 
a lot of his own diamonds 
when he was arrested. ‘‘He 
called me and said he wanted 
me to take the diamonds, sell 
them, and use part of the 

money to get him a lawyer.” 
Johnson said. 

His friend apparently had 
about 70 large diamonds. 
Johnson said he asked Bry- 
ant. one of the people he 

supposedly wanted killed, if 
he knew anyone who could 
handle that many diamonds. _ 

(Johnson stressed that he 
was a friend of Bryant and 
had helped him to raise his 

daughter. He further added 
that at the time he was 

supposedly plotting to have 
him and his family killed that 

Bryant and his wife had been 

separated for over six years 
and that his wife was not 

even in Las Vegas at the 
time.) 

Johnson said a few days 
later he got a telephone 
call from a person who said 
he had been told by Bryant 
that Johnson had some dia- 
monds he wanted to get rid 
of. This person turned out 

later to be a member of 
Lamb’s Task Force. 

Johnson said he later met 

with another member of the 
Task Force, who was posing 
as the contact of the other 
Task Force member. 

”1 was lured to the Star- 
dust the night that I was 

arrested. The cops came 

down on me like gang bus- 
ters in the parking lot. One of 
them hit me behind the head. 
I was taken to a room in the 
hotel and beat within an inch 
of my life.” Johnson said. 

Johnson added he had not 

ever mentioned Lamb in any 
of his telephone conversa- 

tions. In addition, he said 
when he was arrested, he 
was not even charged with 

plotting to kill Lamb. 

This was verified in the 

transcript of the Supreme 
Court. This court mentioned 
only Bryant and his family. 

Johnson swears he does 
not know the assassination 
plot ever came up. “I had 
never mentioned killing to 

anyone, let along my friend 

Bryant and Lamb," Johnson 
said. 

Johnson said when he was 

arrested, the Task Force took 
his briefcase which contained 
over $4,000 worth of sheet 
music. "The police depart- 
ment said they have lost this 
case," Johnson said. 

Johnson said he has begun 
preparations to sue Lamb on 

about 118 counts. "I want 

millions of dollars because he 

kept me in jail for almost a 

year for nothing, except to 

use me to assure his reelec- 
tion." Johnson said. 

He said he had been 

hiding every since he was 

released from jail because he 
is afraid that the Task Force 
is going to kill him. 

Johnson said this arrest 

has almost destroyed his 
career as a saxphonist and 

booking agent for bands. 
He said he will continue 

running and hiding until he 
has his material together to 

begin his suit. 
He said while he was in jail 

he lost most of his hair 
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VEGAS HEIGHTS 
IMPROVEMENTS NEAR 

I he proposed vegas 
Vegas Heights Offsite Im- 

provements Project is 

expected to clear its last 
hurdle Thursday before the 
Clark County Regional Plan- 

ning council. 
The council, meeting in 

the Commission Chambers of 
Las Vegas City Hall at 3 

p.m., is expected to approve 
the final enviromental Im- 

pact statement. 

Work is expected to begin 

on me minion project 
early next month. The pro- 
ject will include street lights, 
curbs and gutters and side- 
walks. 

The Economical Opportu- 
nity Board of Clark County 
(EOB) will also apply for two 

grants before the council. 
It will seek $48,514 for a 

special population alcoholism 
training project, and $38,000 j 
for Food Stamp transporta- 
tion support. 

HERO--Earlier this year 
Harry Holmes (left) saved 
the life of Mrs. Ella Council, 
a handicapped neighbor, 
when she was trapped by fire 
in her apartment. Here. 
Arthur D. Santini. executive 

director of the Housing 
Authority of Las Vegas, pre- 
sents Holmes an Award of 
Appreciation for his quick 
actions. The incident hap- 
pened in one of the Housing 
Authority's complexes. 


