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I am afraid that the government is about to call
on we poor and Black folks just once too often.
Time and again we have to bear the brunt of yet
another i11 advised plan to solve the economic and
social woes of this country.

Black folks have built this country with the sweat
and blood which was spilled in slavery and in-
dentured servitude. They have cultivated the land
and provided the manpower to help build the
industries of the nation. Yet, we as a people have
been disenfranchised, disadvantaged, un- and un-
deremployed in greater numbers proportionate to
our overall population than any other segment of
the American populus -- we have been shafted.

That's right -- Shafted! Pat Paulson, despite
being white and a comedian, may have hitit on the
head. He was talking about big oil magnates giving
the American public the shaft while in fact the
analogy might apply more appropiately to majority
America getting the wealth from the oil and the
derricks and other machinery while the poor and
Blacks get the shaft.

From all indications, we are going to be the ones
who will pay the price of the failing economy. We
are certainly the ones who cannot afford to, but
sure enough we are going to be the likely targets.
From the sounds of battle which are rising fast
from Capitol Hill, road signs are pointing toward
inadequate tax rebates, reduction in withholding
taxes, less money available for welfare, less
money for unemployment and 20,000 fewer public
service jobs in the face of a very real possibility
of an unemployment rate nationally of 9 per cent.
That means another million people in addition to
the 7 and one-half million which are already with-
out jobs. You’'d better believe that the majority of
that added million will be Black folks because of
the lack of marketable skills.

The government is preparing to write acheck
that I hope the people will not cash. I know for a
fact that America’ s Black populus cannot afford to.
1 hope that for once we will be ready to return to
the United States of America a note of overdraft
from the people who will say that the funds are in-
sufficient to cover the cost of another unjust plan,

Poor folks cannot afford to pay more for cars,
more at the gas pumps and still let the major oil
companies sop up record revenues in the name of
energy experimentation. Poor folks can’tafford to
be laid off and pay more at the grocery store and
absorb 20 to 50 per cent increases in utilities and

not dumb enough to rejoice at the promise of tax:

rebates to increase their disposable incomes --
when it will probably amount to no more than an
average hundred dollars per individual, when they

are going to have to pay three or four times that:

for the things they really need.

NO! I cannot believe that we are going to buy
that proposition. Economic crisis or not, we are
the ones who can least afford to pay the price and
an insensitive government apparently will choose
to ignore the fact.

We understand that the problem is severe, but
we deserve something better. The President’s
economic advisors publicly admit that they are as
confused and perplexed by the country’s deterior-
ating economic condition, as are most other Amer-
icans. Their proposed Fiscal 1976 Budget proves
it.

It calls for extremely tight federal spending, ata
time when recessionary pressures on the economy
have. pushed unemployment to its highest level
since 1941, If adopted, this budget will reduce basic
benefits to the nation’s poor and elderly.
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CANNON SPONSORS
HOMEOWNERS BILL

Sen. Howard Cannon
has co-sponsored a bill
designed to help unem-
ployed homeowners in
Nevada and in the nation
save their homes from
mortgage foreclosures.

The bill would react-
ivate the Home Owners;
Loan Corp., (HOLC)
which was formed in
1933 and continued suc-
cessfully until 1951,
During thetime. it saved
more than 1,000,000
mortgages, Cannon
said. The modern HOLC
would take action when
the rate of home fore-
closures reaches 100,
000 homes yearly, the

senator explained.

The HOLC would ser-
ve a two-fold function.
First, it would assist
homeowners who have
experienced a substan-
tial loss of income as a
result of unemployment.
The HOLC would meet

i theéi unémployed home-
owner’s mortgage pay- '}

ment for a period of up
to 18 months and thus
serve as asecond mort-
gage, said the senator.
He added that through
the issuance of bonds not
to exceed $50,000, it
would acquire home
mortgages and redeem
homes already fore-
closed.
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EOB GETS
WESTSIDE SCHOOOL

The Las Vegas City Commission unanimously
approved a plan for the distribution of Community y
Development block grant monies, whichincluded
$37,500 for the EOB. The money will be used to
purchase and rehabilitate the old Westside School
for use as 2 nejghborhood facility and as head-
quarters for the EOB.

Of the total amount, $25,000 will be spent to
purchase the school and $12,500 for rehabilitation,
The City would retain ownership of the buildings

but the EOB would have a permanent lease,
The Westside School fs the area’s oldest re-
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maining schoolhouse. It was the original Branch

Number 1 of the Las Vegas Grammar School and § H St. at Doolittie
was built in 1922, Since the school was closed in ™ ’ :
1967, it has been allowed to deteriorate,
. The school is directly off a freeway exit, making
it easily accessible to the major target area as
well as the rest of the county. EOB occupancy is
expected in about a year.

The eventual move to the Westside School wil
in no way dimish the services to the total com=-
munity now served by the EOB. In fact, it is ex-
pected that service would be increased as soon as
funds now spent in rent are no longer required
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At the same time it does not guarantee that the
economy will be stimulated or that inflation will be
curbed.

The President hasnot recommended any new
federal programs except for energy. Yet, he has
proposed a reduction in federai spending for FY

76 by more than$17 billion. Unfortunately, most

of the spending cuts are concentrated in the area
of human resources. Income security payments
would be cut by nearly $5 billion dollars and com-
bined Medicaid would be reduced by $2 billion
Social service programs would be cut by $733
million,

Again, those hit hardest by the economic down-
town are now being asked to sacrifice more.

While the Budget and the Annual Report from the
President's Council of Economic Advisors indi-
cate that the administration will attempt to fight
both inflation and recession at the same time, they!
strongly suggest that neither will improve this
year, The speed with which the recession has pen-
etrated the economy is no longer public enemy
number one. ;

President Ford and his colleagues should stand
advised that times are not just tight -- they are
unbearable. It will certainly take equal opportunity
suffering by all to stimulate this economy and the
planners had better be quick about getting DOWN
TO BUSINESS. _
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Join Vicenta Montoya and Ray
Willis each Saturday for a ‘look
at' wNat mindrities. are_ doing 1n
Southern Nevada. The weekly
special guests and national
figures make this program q riote-
worthy cultural half hour.
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BE READY WITH
A REGULAR CHECKUP

“Cancer is a serious threat to men
and women of all ages. But many
cancers can be cured if found early
s fenough,” says Dr. John L.S. Hollo-
| Bman, Jr., President of the Health
' §and Hospitals Corporation of the
City of NewYork. ““Call your Ameri-
can Cancer Society for more infor-
mation about cancer.”
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