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Every once in a long while a book is published 
which is published beyond any description and im- 

portant beyond all others before it. The ART of 
AFRICA is such a book, the kind that you would 
want to own, to put on the coffee table, to pour 
through by the hour, if only you had the $60 for the 
price tag that comes wiht it and the time it de- 
mands. 

The title of the book is slightly misleading, for 
the art it pictures and describes is centered around 
the Congo River in the country now called Zaire. 
But no matter, the art within its pages is as the 
heart of Africa; to browse through the magnificent 
full-color photographs is to touch the heritage of 
all Africa. 

One photograph of these incredible creations of 

“primitive’^Africans is worth, at the very least, 
an hour of one’s time. At that rate the book would 
be worth 180 hours of serious pleasure. But the 
equal number of pages of text will give the seri- 
ous reader and equal amount of pleasure. 

African art, its masks and statuettes and fe- 
tishes, is deeply involved in the religion and cul- 
ture of its people, while at the same time it 

express beauty and creativity. The two aspects of 
the art of the thirty-three tribes of the Congo are 

carefully examined and interpreted by the author. 
The result is not only a big and beautiful book, but 
a meaningful and significant contribution to the un- 

derstanding of Africa. 
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