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EDITORS
NOTEBOOK

THANK YOU

The contributions of the residents of a
community make a newspaper. They can neglect it
and it will die. They can half-heartedly supportit,
and it will struggle along as best as it can, with-
out accomplishing much, or they can whole-
heartedly get behind it.

The West Las Vegas Community has shown a-
mazing support of the Las Vegas VOICE, since I
became it's publisher a few months ago. Hence the
honor that the West Las Vegas Library bestowed on
this paper recently, was really for every resident
of the community.

The paper was honored ‘‘for it’s consistent con-
tribution to the growth and development of the
Black community,” according to Bill Ludwig,
administrator for the library. The VOICE's name
will be placed on a permanent plaque at the West
Las Vegas Library, and will become one of the
fPi‘rst honorees in the community’s own ‘“Hall of

ame.”’

So, when the residents of this community fre-
quent the library, and see that plaque hanging on
the wall, they can look at it in pride because the
honor belongs to them as much as to the VOICE--
they made the paper what it is today.

But, there are two persons, I wantto especially
thank--one, Bea Bryant, who rides herd over the
make-up and content of the paper, Without her
special skills and devotion, the paper mightcome
out once a month filled with such heavy reading as
‘“‘cartoons.’”’ But really, I could not put this paper
out every week without Bea, So if youcome by the
office some day and see a woman covered from
head to toe with printer’s ink, you’ll know that's
Bea. In fact, I have gotten into the habit of judging
how good the paper will be every week by the a-
mount of ink she has on her clothes. So far she has
been covered every week,

Then there is my business manager, who sees
that the books balance and fights with the Internal
Revenue Service for me. She is Sandra Mcllveen,
She does not get much printer’s ink on her, unless
she bumps into Bea, but she sure gets her hands
covered with ink from pens, fighting those books
and making sure everyone is paid every week.

To paraphase an old adage, ‘‘behind every suc-
cessful paper there is a woman,”’ but in this case
there are two. With that combination, how can the
VOICE, miss meeting it’s obligations each week.

DO BLACKS
HAVE A

PERSECUTION
COMPLEX?

Blacks batronize businesses, whose owner’s
have made it explicitly clear, they are not inter-
ested in having Black patronage.

All over America Blacks are making a cohesive
effort to accomplish economic gains, whichwould
be beneficial to Black individuals, and the Black

.Community as a whole. One of the very best bays
of accomplishing affluence, is to support our Black
businesses and merchants,

In the case of Blacks supporting Black busi-
nesses, Las Vegas, runs a disappointing last, Las
Vegas has no businesses of a major natureor size
controlled or owned by Blacks, not; even in the
Black Community.

The liquor and night club business is the area
where we have the largest number of-Black busi-
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nessmen involved in Las Vegas, these men are the
ones that feel the heaviest crunch from the blow
of their Black brothers not supporting them, for

reasons wWe cannot understand, unless Blacks ‘DO
HAVE A PERSECUTION COMPLEX.”

Touring the Black Community, we find that the
retail |:‘:;ackage outlets, that are owned by people
other than Blacks, seem to be doing a somewhat
better volume of business than the ones ownedby
Blacks, here againwe find no valid reason for this,
prices are generally the same, parking facilities
are generally equal, quality of serviceisona par,
What , if any reason could there be other than may-
be, ““A PERSECUTION COMPLEX?"’

Night Clubs owned by Blacks, suffer evenworse,
by comparison than their package store owning
brothers. A city wide survey of Nite spots offer-

- ing entertainment of the low to medium price

range (Something other than the Strip Hotel var-
iety), we arrived at these conclusions: Firstlet's
categorize the Blacks that generallypatronize
these types of establishments. Thereare gener-
ally three types. Type one, the Blacks who for the
most part patronize the night clubs that areloca-
ted in or very near the Black community. In this
category, we find a very large number of Blacks
patronizing establishments owned by peopleother
than Blacks, One establishment in particular, we
discovered was doing a landslide business with
nothing more to offer than a band, whohad a pre-
vious engagement at anightspotownedby a Black,
The price of admission is the same, accessability
from the standpoint of nearness, availability of
parking was not as good as the business owned by
Blacks, in our opinion. What then; could possibly
the reason be for Blacks preference of patroniz-
ing a business such as wedescribe, over one own-~
e(il%r( a Black Brother? PERSECUTION COM-
P -

The second group consists of, the so-called
““street people’’ if you will. These are people that
generally frequent Nite spots in all areas of town,
returning to the Black owned Clubs, usually when
their bankrolls start todiminish. This is the group
that usually demands more from our Black busi-
nessmen, and they want to pay lesser prices, Yet,
they receive much better treatment than they re-
ceive from businesses, on the other side of town,
where they are constantly harrassed by police, who
have been called and asked to do so by the prop-

rietors. The price of admissionis generally high-

er for Blacks than whites, frequently there is no

live entertainment, and no admission, exceptinthe S
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case of Blacks, yet, Blacks seem to prefer to patr-
onize these types of establishments over theones
owned by Blacks, who offer live entertainment at
a consistent price for all pratons. Again we ask,
“Why is this, unless Blacks suffer from, PERSE-
CUTION COMPLEX?"”’

The third group is comprised by the white col-
lar workers, professionals, school teachers and
middle income Blacks. This group gives us the
most frustrations of all, We are, or wereinclined
to think that this particular group represented
people generally of a higher intelligence. These
people subject themselves to the same type of
treatment as previously mentioned groups. They
will pay exhorbitant prices for inferior service or
products, simply because these products or ser-
vices are removed from the Black areas of town.

If these people and some of our Black leaders
would put forth a little more effort to spend as
many of their dollars, as possible, with Black mer-
chants and businessmen, whenever possible, the
net long term results would have atremendous
beneficial result, for not only Black businessmen,
but the Black Community as well. Black leaders
throughout America and Black peoplein rank and
file are uniting themselves together and supporting
Black businesses, thereby enabling them togrow,
upgrade their businesses, employ more Blacks and
create something which Blacks can identify with
and have some personal pride.

We ask only this: ‘“Why can’t Black Las Vegans
take the lead of other Black Americans?’’ Unless
;lig}l(agg LasVegans have- PERSECUTION COM-
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