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WASHINGTON =-- The
black labor force, which
has shown little growth
over the pas! year, ex-
panded moderately in
the third quarier of
1974,

However. because
there was virwually no
employment growth for
blacks, their unemploy-
inent rate rose from
9.0 to 9.5 percentduring
this quarter. accordling
to a report of the U.S.
Departmeni of Labor's
Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics.

.Wirth thewhire ratein-
creasing from 4.7 t0 5.0
percent over the same
period, the rario of the
two jobless raies re-
mained abitbelow 2tol.

The report. first of a
series of quarterly Te-
poris on the N-rion's
employmeut situation,
points ou that whea ihe
black-white ratios are
examined by major age-
gex groups, there are
some deviations from
this overall relation-
ship.

For example. therare
for black teenagers at
33.0 percent was almosi
2-1/2 times ihe raiefor
white teenagers, l4.1
percent.

On the other hand. the
jobless raie for adult
black womeaa was sig-
nificantly less .rhan
twice the white rara(1.6
to 1).

The labor force de-
velopmenis report indi-
cares that twice as marny
blacks as whites ex-
pressed some desire to
be working ‘‘now’’, al-
though not currenily
geeking jobs. Thesz
proportions wer= 16 and
7 percent. respecrively,
in the quarter.

About 150,000 blacks-
-one quarter of thetoral
--werzs not looking for
jobs specifically- be-

cause of discourage-
ment over job pro-
specis,

The unemploymeni
rate for 20~ {0 34-year
old black veierans, at
10,8, not seasaaally ad-
justed. was higher in
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Las Vegas
Employment
Rate Bared

LAS VEGA3--Clark
County’s adjusted un-
employment rate for
Seotember vemained
stabls w#hile the narion-
al jobless raie went up
four tenths of a percen-
tage point. the local of-
fice managar of the Ne-
vada Employmeat Se-
curity Depar.ment said
Friday.

Manager Charles
Smith said Clark Coun-
ty's 8 per Zcent unem-
ployme~. rare last
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the third quarter of 1974
than a year sarlier when
it was 9.2 percent. The
cate for white veterans
in this age brackel. at
4,0 percent, was about
unchanged.

Moreover, the black
veteran rafe during the
thirl quariec was 3ig-
nificantly above the rare
of theirnonvereran
counterparis (9.0 per-
cent).

The unemployment
raie for blacks in pov-
erty areas was 12.0 per
cent during the third
quarter. abouf un-
changed from the rthird
quacier of 1973,

The new guarterly
geries, inaddition to an
analysis of overall
trends in the Nation's
labor force. will regu-
larly cover develop-
ments for special
groups based on data
from the houschold sur-
vey: discouraged work-
res, Viemam -era vei-
erans, persons of
Spanish ovigin and p>-
verty a-ea ftesidents.
Most of the dara for
these speclal groups are
not published on a
monthly basis.

Following are some
of the highlights repori-
ed in the new saries for
the third quarter:

--The Nation’'s unem-
ployment rate av>raged
5.5 percent. wel! above
the 5.1 perzent average
rare of the sgcand
quarier.

- -Employmeni reac-
hed a new quarterly high
of 86.3 million. though
the rare of growth has
slowed siace l1ast year.
The overall labor force
pariicipation rate re-
turned ro its firsr quar-
ter all-time high, 61.3
perceat, reflecting the
long-term uptcend for
adul® womei.

=.0f the persons out-
side the labor force, the
number of “‘discouraged
workers'' --590,000- -
edged down to the lowes!t
level in 4-1/2 years.

-- Recently dis-
charzed veterans, 20 to
24 years. continued 1
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monta {Seni) indica: :!
the arz4’ 3 ecomony was
peginning o siabilize a~-
gain following v2centla-
bor disputes, He added
that toral employment
between August and Sep-
tember iacraasadby 900
workara.

Furiher 2vidence of
the county’s healthy
growrh, s3aid Smitt, is
the incr 2412 in the wm-
Ler of new wovk2rs be-
tween Seotember 1973
and September of this
year, up 9,200, ‘‘That’s
a 7 per ceat jump in
employment i1 0one
year.”

Smith said Seprember
unemployment rarss ia
the Wesiern srates of
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be more aidversely af-
fecied by joblessness
than young nonvaterans.
The rats for young vet-
erans was 1l.1 perceat.
comparad with 8.3 per-
cent for young nonver-
erans. :

--For persons of
Spanish origin, the un-
employmeni rate at 8,0
percent. not seasonally
adjasred. remained sub-~
gtantially above iherare
for white workars (5.0
perczent) bur was below
that for black workzrs
(10.5 percent), and

--The jobless rare in
the Nation’s poverty a-
reas was 7.4 percent
moxre than 2 percentage
points above ihe rare
in other arzas.

The rvapid expansion
in total employment
which had started in
mid-1971 tapered off in
the closing months of
1973 with the onset of
the energy crisis.

Unemployment, which
had becn moviag down
for almost 2 years, also
changed course. After
declining toa3-1/2year
low last fall, the unem-
ployment rai2increased
to 5.2 percentin the first
quarter and stayed ata-
bout that level through
the second quarter., In
the Srate of Nevada the
unemployment rare is
8.0 percent.

The stability in the
unemploymeni situation
during this period re-
flected two factors: the
ghary slowdown inlabor
force growth thar ma-
rerialized soon after
employmeni ceasad to
grow, and the mild ra-
covery in employment
followiag rarminafion of
the oil embarzo.

During the third qua~-
ver.  emplayment con-
tinued to grow but at a
relarively slow pacs. An
imporiant factor in the
sluggish employment
picture has been the
slump in the construc-
don indusicy.

The prulonged decline
in housing starts has not
only caused a decliae in
employment in this in-
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Califoraia, Alaska aad
Washington ware higher
than Nevada' 3 rara,

He alzo nored theU.S.
Censis Burcau ris
week said Nevada ranks
as the second fastesr
growiag 3tate In the
country. i

High unemploymeantin
rap d-growch stares isa
common nceurrence,
said Smirth.

“penple don't move
to states with poor 2-
conomies and little pos-
sibility for empl2yment.
So anytime a siiie’s po-
pularion grows rapidly.
such as in Nevada. itis
a sure sign thar the
state’s economy and
jobs arz expanding.”
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dustry. but its adverse
job effects wera also
being felt by tho-2 in-
dustries which depend
heavily on the home-
building activity suchas
lumber, furaiture, and
appliances,

While Labor force
growth had been relat-
ively stagnant during the
first half of 1974,
marked changes oc-
curred during the third
quarier.

The overall partici-
pation rate of workers
reiurned to its first
quarier post-WorldWar
if high of 61.3 percaat,
due entirely to a con-
tinued rise in partici-
pation of adult women
ro 45.7 percent, Teenage
participation edged
down for thesecond
straight quarter, while
adult men were un-
changed over the quar-
ter at an alltime low of
80.9 percent.

Given the relatively
slow pace of e,ploy-
ment growth, nearly half
of these labor force In-
creases were translated
into a rise inunemploy-
men;. As a result. the
number of jobless per-
S0ns rose to an average
of 5.0 million in the
third quarier, and the
quarterly unemploy-
meni rate moved to 5.5
percent, The Sentember
rate was 5.8 percent.

Of the Smillion unem-
ployed, 2.1 million had
lost their last jobs. The
aumber of job losers,
which is cyclically sen-
agitive, had been aver-
aging about 1.6 million
prior to the current
slowdown ia economic
acgrivity..

About half of the total
unemployed had beem
looking for work for less
than 5 weeksa. However.
almost 1 million had
been looking for work
for 15 or more weeks.

The average (mean)
duracion of unemploy=-
ment was 9.9 weeks for
the third gquarter, only
aliﬁhrly higher than
either of the first itwo
quariers of 1974,

Smith sa’i, however.
thar new reasidents who
arz job huniing immed-

ploymeat rolls and stay
therz for the three oc
four weeka it mightrake
to obtain work.

““Bur when they find
jobs, there arz always
ather new rta2sidents to
take over ithe unsm-
ployed slots for the next
thrze to four weeks, It
is a continuing cycle
whenever rapid growth
occurs.”’

But he pointed out that
growth wou!ld not be
possible wirhour a larg.
labar pool.

Je saii1 four OFf the
gight ma’~r 'adudr~'eg
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Changes in the dur-
ation of unemployment
have: asaally laggel sev-
eral! months behind
changes ia the jobless
rats. At Its current
level, average duration
of unemployment is a-
bout 2 wesk3 below the
average of 1972 and not
materially different
from the 1973 average.

Among the persons
outside the labor force,
the number expressing
some Jasirs ") have a
job was also unchanged.
The aumber . f “‘dis-
couraged workers’’ =
persons who waat work
but were not looking for
a job specifically be-
cause they think they

could not find one--de- P

clined to a 4-1/2 year
low of 590,000 after av-
eraging about 680,000

" in the three prior quari-
ers.

The employment 3itu-
ation of Vietnam-era
veterans 20-34 years
of age waa about un-
changed in the third
quarter of 1974, On a
seasonally adjusted
basis, their uremploy-
ment rate of 5.0 percent
was about the same as
the two previous quar-
tecs and a year ago.
The veterans’ jobless
raie in the third quarter
was well below the 5.8
perceni rate of their
nonveteran counter-
parts,

Unemployment rates
for older vecerans havs
becn ejual to or lower
than rhose for older non-
veterans for some time
now, In the thirdquartasr
of 1974, the jobless
caies for young veterans
and nonveterans were
11.1 percent and 8.3
percent. respectively.

The jobless rare In
poveriy areasincreased
from 6.4 10 7.4 percent
over the year. while in
nonpoverty areasitrose
from 4.4 > 5.1 percent.
(These dara also cannot
yet be seasonally ad-
justed.)

Nearly 29 million
persons (16 years ando-

in Clark County in-
areag2d ia the number
of jobs batweau Augusi
‘ately land on the imem- and Sepiember. with the

gervice industry and
conatraciion leading the
way. up 1,100 and 409
new 2mployizas r2spect-
ively.

Trade weni up 2y
200 workers and min-
ing increasad by 100,
Goverament held steady
in employment , and
manufacturing and
transportarion - publiz
utilities each declined
by 100 employees. Fi-
nanse - iasurance-ceal
estate weat down by 400

. workers,

Five of the indus:ries
incra4as2d in the number
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areas-- Census geo-
graphical divisions
where, in 1969. 20 per-
ceni or more of the pop-
ulation wera poor.

Almost all of the ov-
er-the-year increase in
poveriy arsa unemploy-
inent occurced among
whites, Theic jobless
rate tose from 4.2 to
5.5 percent.

The number of unem-
ployed persons in pov-
scty areas in the third
quarter of 1974 was 1.2
million, up 159,000 over
the same quarier ayear
ago. The number of un-
employed persons, 14,8
million, was at about
las: year’'s level.

Labor force partici-
ation remained sub-
atantially lower {a pov-
eriy areas than in non-
poverty areas in the
third quar:ier of 1974,

The Spanish-origin
civilian labor force av-
eraged 4.1 millionin the
third quariec of 1974
and accounted for a lit-
tle over 4 percent of
the Nation’s labor force.
Thess dara cannob yel
be ssasonally adjusted.

The overall labor
force participation rate
for this group was 62.7
perceat, considerably
grearer than theratefor
blacks aad also exceed-
ing that of whites.

Nearly 3.8 million
persons of Spanish ori-
gin were employed dur-
ing the quarier, and 325,
000 were unemployed.

Their unemployment
tate of 8.0 percent was
substantially above the
5.0 perceat rate for
whites bur below the 10,5
percent rate for black
workers. Since the third
quarter of 1973, Span-
igsh-origin workers ex-
perieaced an upturn in
joblessness (29 percent)
thar was in excess of
both the white (22 per-
cent) and black (8 per-
cent increase.)

ber 1973 and September
of this year. The ser-
vice Indusicy post=d the
largest increase, up
7,600 new :mplaoyaes.
Trade was aogt, with an
in “sama of 2 000, and
goverament went up by
900 new workars,
Transportation- pub- .
lic utilities increased by
500 workers and mining
added 100, Manufac=-
turing and finance-in-
surance - real estara
held steady. Consicuci-
ion, suffering from the
narionwide problems of
inflation and tight ~mon-~

ay. declined 1,400
workers duriang the
year-long period.




