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EDITORIAL

By PAUL C. SMITH

YOUR NAACP AND YOU

The NAACP’'s Freedom Ball on March 8th
with Roy Wilkins, Executive Director as the
main speaker should be the largest gathering
ever held here in Las Vegas.

Every black working in the hotels and casino’s
owe their jobs to the NAACP for making the
fight for them to get where they are~NAACP
action and protest brought about the justice
department’s suit to force the hotels into hiring
and upgrading blacks.

Not only should they show gratitude by buying
tickets—they should be fighting to see how many
tickets they can buy for their relatives.

The NAACP has caused their standard of living
to be raised. Tickets to the dinner or out-
right donations is a small price to pay for
s0 much.

Not to give support to this once-a-year event
is the same as biting the hand that feeds you,
Any brother or sister who does not attend
should bow their heads in shame,

The NAACP has lead the fight for equal rights—
The right to go any place—the right to attend
better schools, the right to sit at the econo-
mic table and not wait for the crumbs,

Lest you forget.

DO YOUR PART — ATTEND.

THEIR CAUSE MUST
'NOT DIE

B Y Bayard Rustin

In expelling author Alexander Solzhenitsyn
from his native land, the Soviet Union appar-
ently hopes to smother internal dissent without
provoking the outrage of free men, This must
not be allowed to happen.

Exile is, of course, a deep personal tragedy
for Solzhenitsyn, as he loved Russia and de-
rived artistic nourishment from the people and
history of his homeland. That he did not meet
a darker fate, as has befallen so many other
Russian dissidents, should not obscure the
writer’'s sense of personal loss or minimize
the monstrous disregard for justice and decency
of the Soviet government, 3

But Solzhenitsyn’s expulsion is an evengreat-
er tragedy for the dissident movement. Having
lost their most compelling and admired spokes-
man, the dissidents must now confront agovern-
ment that has signaled to the world its intention
to still any voice that rises in protest. And the
systematic injustices of Soviet society of which
we, have learned only because of the courage
and honesty of dissenters, will continue un-
checked.

As Andrei Sakharov, the prominent dissenter
has noted, Soviet repression takes many forms:
gg_l_:_l_tlcal trials, religious persecution, the har-

ssment of writers, restrictions on emigra-

tion, and discriminaticnagainstethnic min-
orities.

Discrimination against racial minorities,
much of it officially-sanctioned, was and is an
American sickness. That segregation’s legal
foundation has been destroyed, and thousands
of blacks brought into the social and econo-
mic mainstream, are direct results of demo-
cratic safeguards of the right to dissent, Amer-
ica’s institutions are not perfect, but they are

. sufficiently open and free to permit the growth
of a massive movement capable of transforming
national habits and attitudes.

There is a oneness between our civil rights
movement and the movement for individual
freedom in Russia, This special relationship,
borne of a common struggle, is recognized by
‘the dissidents, who followed closely the progress
of the civil rights movement, and greatly ad-
mired Martin Luther King.

This brings us to a basic point, One of the
reasons for Dr. King's success was his ability
to mobilize the support, not simply of Amer-
icans but of people around the world. The cause
of American blacks was a cause with which all
men of good conscious identified. And theweight
of this global moral force played no small role
in changing the American government’s attitude
from t of passive observer to one of ad-
vocate and supporter,

CRIME MUST BE CURED

BLACK-ON-BLACK /
CRIMES EXPLODING
"WHY HAVE MURDERS,
RAPES, AND ASSAULTS
BECOME 50 COMMON
IN BLACK COMMUNITIES~
BOTH IN THE FREQUENCY ~

THEY HAVE BECOME
ROUTINE AND THE
ONLY PEOPLE CON-
CERNED ABOUT THEM
ARE THE RELATIVES
OF THE VICTIMS.”
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But if world opinion was one element in the
success of the civil rights movement here, it
is the basic issue for the Soviet dissidents.
If we do not raise our voice against Soviet

repression there soon will be no"dissident
movement, nor any substantive liberalization of
Soviet society for years to come.

To support the dissident movement does not
signify that one is not committed to world peace
Andrei Sakharov has stated that the dissidents
themselves ‘‘welcome all that is denoted by the
word ‘detente.’

The problem, as Sakharov has observed, is
that ‘“‘external detente is tragically not accom=-
panied by internal and human detente,’”’ The
point is that there is no detente for the Russian
citizen if he cannot speak, or write, or think
as he likes without fear of imprisonment or
exile,

To achieve ‘‘human detente’’ Sakharov, in
accepting the Norman Thomas Freedom Award
from the Social Democrats, U.S.A, urged that
an international coalition of conscience work
for a series of specific reforms, These include
amnesty for political prisioners, freedom of
expression, freedom of emigration, an end to
discrimination against national minorities, and
outside inspecton of prisons and mental in-
stitutions.

There are already encouraging indications of
the potential for success of such a movement,
It was sufficient for Sen, Henry Jackson to merely
introduce legislation denying trade benefits to
nation restricting emigration to bring about a
relaxation in the Soviet e?olicyftoward Jews who
wanted to settle in Israel.

But more can and must be done. It falls to
us to s rt the dissidents, both politically
and through moral persuasion, and to ensure
that society responds to their pleas. Having ex-
perienced the good that protest can accomplish
in an open society, we have a particular oblig-

ation to uphold the right to dissent where that .

right would be denied. We must listen; other-
wise Soviet dissent will die,

LETTER TO.

r

THE EDITOR

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:

I am a prisoner in the State of Ohio, and I
am writing you this letter' for print. I have
been in prison for over 12 years andI am seek-
ing friendship outside these walls.

But for some reason, Black Brothers & Sis-
ters are very unwilling to accept the fact, that
there are people, Black people in prison who
don’t even receive mail, and who have no one.

However, my mother is stll alive, than God
for that. -

But, if there is anyone out there, willing to
write me or another Black Brother, please feel
free to write.

Jerry Jones, 116-021
Box 787
Lucasville, Ohio 45648
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