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A LINE ON

SPORTS

By ELBURT MILLER

If Joha Wal*a: is oa the Ram’s active roster
when the league season begin , he’ll be a mino-
rity within a minority. Walton is a black
quarterback and although member of the black
race have excelled in Pro football and almost
any other major sport you can name, few have
distinquished themselves at quarterback. There
are many theories as to why. It's been said
black quarterbacks have been restricted by in-
experienced coaches and mediocre opposition
while playing for predominantly black colleges.

One black quarterback, Joe Gilliam of Tennesee
State and and now a rookie with the Pittsburg
Steelers, doesn’t believe this premise is valid
today. He says coaching and defensive
alignments at black colleges have the same
sophistication as at larger schools.

Ifs also bee ‘suggested that blacks are soO
gifted as runners, receivers and rushers that
there hasn’t been any reason for the white
coaches to teach them the time-demanding
job of quarterback.

NFL coaches and executives insist that the
black pro quarterback hasn’t been a victim
of discrimination. What do you think? ‘“When
a team has a black quarterback who can do the
best job there’s question in my mind he'll be
playing quarterback,”” says Pete Rozelle, the
NFL Commissioner.

““Today, it comes down to the best man gets
the job = which is the way it should be - what
the club and coach care about is winning and
they are going to get and use the best people
they can find to achieve that end.’’

However, the emergency of the black Pro-
quarterback has been slow. Twenty five years
after Jackie Robinson broke the baseball color
line in the Majors, thereisonly one NFL black
quarterback, James Harris of Buffalo, who has
veteran status. And Harris, a former Starter,
is now a reserve. Aspiring to regular jobs in
1972 are Walton, Gilliam and Karl Douglass
(Baltimore), who apprenticed on the Taxi Squad
las year,

I don’t know why there haven’t been more
black quarterbacks in Pro ball,’’ says Walton,
a quiet young man who teaches geography in

. Junior High School in the off season. ‘‘You'd
have to get together with the coaches. They
know more about it’’ IUs easy to recall
the blacks who have played quarterback in Pro-
football because there have been so few.

Marlin Brisco a wide receiver with Buffalo,
started five games as quarterback for Denver
in 1968. Eldridge Dickey was drafted out of
Tennessee State as a quarterback by Oakland.
But he was sonverted to wide receiver and now
plays for Kansas City. In the 50’s a quarter-
back with the apt name of Willie Thrower played
one game for the Chicago Bears. And Charlie
Bracking briefly filled in for Green Bay’'s Tobis
Rote against Cleveland in 1955, The same era
produced talentent George Taliafrro, who was
considered more single wing tailback-type al-
though he quarterbacked the old New York
Yankee and Colgs from the Wing~T and Straight~
T formations. If's an exclusive club and John
Walton wants in. If perservance counts, the hard-
throwing quarterback from Little Elizabeth City
State in North Carolina will make it.

This is his fourth year in the Ram Training

Camp since he was signed a greet agent 1969,

a season in which he was farmed out to
Indianapolis of the Continental League. He was
the Most Valuable Player in the Minor Circuit
but Walton remembers ‘“I's a long way from
Continental to the NFL.,**

Walton has spent the last two seasons on the
taxi squad, forferting his chance to be No, 2
quarterback behind Roman Gabriel. In 1971,
when he separated his shoulder in a summer
game against Oakland. ‘‘I’ll always wonder what
would have happened last year, if I hadn’t
got hurt,”’ said John, who has an imposing build
from the waist up - a smooth, 6-foot-2, 200-
pound frame. Walton forte is distance. His

elastic aim can sling football for ‘‘55 to 60 or
maybe 70 yards.”” But does he have the neces-
.sary leadership qualities essential for a quarter-
back? And, is he hampered because, few black
athletes have ever directed an NFL Team? With=
out doubt, Walton has the leadership abilitly or
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St. James
Mini- Park Team
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The St. James Mini-Park Team at the Las
Vegas Recreation Department Rounders
Championship.

Las Vegas Travel Club

All of our Football loving members we're
going to L.A. Coliseum for the big Football

Games, Starting with; Grambling (vs) Univer-
sity of California in early September,

JOIN NOW
Call 452-1414
3925 ALTO DRIVE
Las Vegas, Nev

FISHINGS NEWS
SAINT MARK’S LODGE

Saint Marks Lodge #15 F & A.M., of the Prince
Hall Masonic Family, are planning a Fishing
Trip Saturday August 26, 1972, out of San
Diego California. Will leave on a Chartered
Bus.

A trip the whole family can enjoy. For more
information contact, Frank Cottrell, 648-3392,
James Washington, 648-8660, or Jack Haywood,
648-5501 after 6 p.m.

else he wouldn’t have been around this long.

Whether being black will continue to hamper a
black athlete’s chance at quarterbackinthe NFL
still remains to be seen,
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PHARMACY

Your Doctor’s Druggist
 648-6017
1056 W.OWENS AVE,
Buying A Car?
or Leasing...

IGRAND PRIX....$115.87

CHECK WITH

AMOS BROWN:

6 Years at
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LAS VEGAS

June Fish And Game
Citation Summary —

Warnings

Seventy-five citations issued during June to

anglers for fishing without a license in Nevada
amounted to $2,860 in fines levied by the
State’s Justice Courts, nearly 46 percent of
the total $6,330 collected for infractions of
Fish, Game and Boating laws.

Other prevalent infractions recorded during
the month included 15 citations issued for over-
limits of fish and 10 for fishing prohibited
methods.

Of the total 194 citations, 64 were issued for
violations of Nevada State Board Act. Failure

‘to carry life-saving devices on board a boat

amounted to 32 citations.
Fines assessed and
Courts thoroughout

collected by Justice
Nevada for State Fish,

Game and Boating Law violations are placed
in a special school fund , with none of the
monies reverting to the Department
and Game.
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AMYWMERE-: ANYTIME
Free Bail Information

38_4-5_54"" —~ Free 'quklng'_
600 No. 1st. St.

LLOYD'S

BAIT HOUSE

4104 EAST LAKE MEAD BLVD.
ALL FISHING SUPPLIES

Fishing Licenses
— SPECIALS —

[ WATER DOGS

MINNOWS - SUCKERS
RED WORMS « NIGHT CRAWLERS

Pdtkg‘p -I.Iq_!l'or,-_ Beer
Wine - Food To Go

649-4575+642-9711




