'

&

'y

LAS VEGAS VOICE 2 Thursday, April.ls, 1971

Eulogy For
Whitney M. Young,lr.

- Mrs. Young, friends of Whitney Young:

5It is customary on such an occasion for the
one who has the honor to deliver the eulogy
to say that we are gathered here to pay our
last respects to the deceased.

1 do not say that today. I say, rather, that
a grateful nation will pay its respect to Whimey
Young by continuing the work for which he
dedicated his' entire life,

When we consider that life, these are some
of the things we find:

In an age when we see so many people who
want to be for the right thing, we also find that
it is very difficult to accomplish the right

thing. It is really easy to be for what is right. .

What is more diff:cult is to accomplish what
is right. |

Whitney Young’s genius was that he knew
how to -actcomplish what other people were
merely foxn.

He was a very complex man, who understood
the complexities—~of the society in which he
lived and the goals which he sought to achieve.

He was not a patient man, but heé understood
the uses of patience.

He was not a moderate man in terms of

"his goals, but he knew the uses of moderation

in achieving thése goals.
All of us who have heard him speak recognize

him as one of the most eloquent speakers of

our time, and, yet, Whitney Young will be re-
membered as a doer, not a talker.

_'What monument do we build to him? He leaves
his own monument, not one, but thousands--

- thousands of men and women of his own race

who have a chance, an equal chance, that they
otherwise might never have had except for what
he did; and thousands of others not of his own
race who have an understanding in their hearts
which they would not have had except for what
he taught,

What message does he leave for us? I recall
the converstation 1 had with him right after
the election of 1967 before the inauguration when
we discussed the possibilities of his becoming
a member of the Cabinet. He was honored by

" the suggestion, But after consideration, he told

me that he felt that he could do niore for those
goals he believed in outside of government than
inside of government, ;

In that is a message for all of us., At a time
when it is so often the custom whenever we

have a problem to throw up our hands and say

‘“What is the government going to do?’’ this
man said ‘“What can I do?’’ Thatis the challenge
he gives to each of us.

Government has its responsibilides, but he

. said, ‘““What can I do? What can I do in my

life to make the American dream come true?’’
Because you must remember wewant the Amer-
ican dream to come true, but the American
dream cannot come true umil the American
dream can be achieved by each one who is an
American,

Dr. Lon Fuller, in lecturing at Yale in 1963,
spoke of two kinds of .morality. He spoke of the
morality of duty and the morality of aspiration.
The morality of duty is one that requires
every individual to do what the law calls upon
him to ‘do. The morality of aspiration does not
require, but it inspires a man or a woman to
go beyond that and do what the better angels of
his nature wouild call upon him to do.

It is in that spirit that I speak of Whitney
Young today. I remember the last meeting we

. had in the. Cabinet Room three days before

Christmas. You remember, all of youwhoknew,
him, he always had a little-button ‘‘Equal’’
on his lapel. He just didn’t wear that on hic
lapel, He wore it in his heart.

What his message to us is--every man and
woman in this country is equal before God,
and every man and woman in this country now
we trust is -equal before the law. But to have
true equality, it is not enough to do only what
the law requires. True equality comes only when
one person truly respects another--respect
which comes from the heart, a respect for
another person’s dignity, for his individunlity,,
for his immortality. That is something that
must come from each of us,

‘And so today Whitmey Young’s message to
America-~the country that he loved with all of
its faults, loved it because he realized that this
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was a country ir;which we had the pdwer to
change what was wrong and change in peacefully--

Whitmey Young’s message was this: ‘“What can _m‘ff d ‘mar 'call
I do? What can I do to make this a better:
%;Junu'y? What can [ do through helping others,

irough recognizing their equality, their dignit‘y,
Elheir ;ndlviduality, to realize the American W qulz
ream

His dream, if I m} pa:aphrase, was one

*nation, under God, ifdivisible, with liberty and

justice and oppo for all. To fulfill his AND WE INVENTED -

dream is the responsihility of each of us. It is
a commitment that eath of us makes in his As - students, We"w ere “ﬁhé] that Ge"m*
heart on this day. Washington Carver ‘‘invented’’ the peanut, -
. that that was the sole contribution ofhblack men
to science. But black scientists have made
PRESIDENT NEXON | many valuable contributions to this society.
“ Greenwood Cemetery Can you match the scientist with his invention

Lexington, Kentucky. or work?

: ; 1. Charles Drew 6. Lewis H. Latmer
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