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~ Public officials are breaking the law and,
as a result, more than 4 million needy American
school children go hungry every day.

At issue is the National School Lunch Program
and the manner in which it is administered in
school districts across the naton.

The problem, at best, is caused by officials
who just do not care, and,” at worst, by those
who do not believe that poor children should
feceive what they are entitled to under the
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The law is clear. In 1964, Congress enacted
the National School Lunch Act to ‘‘safeguard
the health and well-being of the nation’s chil-
dren.”” Since then, other measures have been
passed to insure that poor children are not
excluded. As recently as last spring. Congress
amendéd the Act to say that every needy
child artending schools receiving federal lunch
money ‘‘shall receive’’ a lunch free or at a
reduced price. |

The National School Lunch Program is op-
erated at the federal level by the U, S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA). An indication
of USDA’s concern about fi children may
be seen in the fact that it took the Department
nearly four months to write regulations to
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pay for every lunch served.”” The questions that
follow are more complicated and detailed than
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