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THE MUSIC of the Negro ranges from folk, 
which requires no formal training but a lot of 
emotion, to light compositions, full of mockery, 
and humor. 

William A. Dawson, Nathaniel Dett and Wil- 
liam Grant Still are only a few of the noted 
Negro composers. 

To the field of music the American Negro 
has contributed rhythm, pitch and harmony. 

The Negro spirituals rank among the classi- 
cal for expression, simplicity, originality and 
universal appeal. 

No essay could be complete without comment 
on one of the most beloved of all Negro enter- 
tainers, Nat King Cole., 

Nat King Cole was a man of many talents. 
Not only was he an accomplished singer and 
actor, but a great pianist, second only to Art 
Tatum, which is still considered unbeatable. 

Nat King Cole was one of the few Hollywood 
stars whose career was not marred by scandal. 
Nat King Cole was not only a giant, but a legend 
in his own time. Nat King Cole was one of the 
few men to ever attain stardom and continue as 
such with a large fan club ranging from 10 to 
110. Though his fans out-grew their teens, they 
never out-grew him or left him behind. 

The singer’s voice was described in many 
ways, husky and warm, pussy-willowed, and even 
likened taan evening breeze whispering to each 
individual listener solely. 

NAT KING Cole was extremely particular 
about his dress to the point he was considered 
one of the best dressed men in America. Many 
of his musical works are well known, among 
them are: Rambling Rose, Mona Lisa, and Na- 
ture Boy. 

Nat King Cole knew greatness from the very 
first, and associated with such famous person- 
alities as Julie London, John Barrymore, Billy 
Daniels, Eartha Kitt and many more. 

Along with such personalities, though few 
in number, Nat King Cole did more to further 
the Negro in the field of show business than 
any other man. 

POETRY 

THE POETRY of the Negro expresses child- 
like simplicity, with consummated artistry. 
Their poems are fervent expressions of Chris- 
tian belief, therefore it is not strange to find 
that much of our poetry comes from a Biblical 
background. 

We read in the Bible and we understan’ 
That Samson was die strongest man. 

Samson went out at one time 
And killed about a hundred Philistines. 
Delilah fooled Samson this we know 
Because the Holy Bible tells us so. 

She shaved off his head just as clean as 

your tin’ 
And his strength became as any other 
man. 

This was the Bible for a majority of the Ne- 

groes since many could not read or write. The 
poetry of the Negro expressed his trials and 
hopes for freedom. There is also bitterness 
expressed: 

We raise de wheat, Dey gib us de corn; 
We bake de bread, Dey gib us de crust; 
We sif de meal, Dey gib us dehuss; 
We peel de meat, Dey gib us de skin; 
And dads de way, Dey take us in; 
We skims de pot, Dey gib us de liquor 
And say dat’s good enough for a-. 

IN HIS poetry the Negro expressed his leg- 
acy, will, and all he aspired to. 

James Weldon Johnson was one of the many 

Negro poets with formal training. Johnson s 

poem “Black and Unknown Bards’’ is often con- 

sidered as being an explanation of the origin of 
the Negro spirituals. 

Oh black and unknown bards of long ago, 
How came your lips to touch the sacred 
fire? 
How, in your darkness, did you come to 

know * 

The power and beauty of the mipstrel s 

lyre? 
Who first from midst his bonds lifted 

v his eyes? 
Who first from the still watch, lone and 

long, ^ 

Feeling the ancient faith of prophets rise 

Within his dark-kept soul, burst into 

song? 
Here is clearly illustrated the difference 

between the formal style of Johnson and the in- 
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ATTENTION YOUNG MEN 
& WOMEN WHO CAN’T 

FIND STEADY WORK 
If you are: (1) age 16 21 (2) out of school 
(3) out of work (4) who may not have made it 
in the past—but with the desire to be somebody— 

THE JOB CORPS offers "Job Training” educa- 
tion, personal improvement, and a chance to 

earn, save and send money home. The costs 
are paid by the government while you live away 
from home learning skills needed for a good job. 

Are You Interested ? 
There are immediate opportunities if you are 

eligible and ACT NOW! 

CONTACT the nearest State Employment 
Service (135 So. 8th St. local); Youtlf Oppor- 
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formal style of the authors prior to this time. 
What prompted Johnson to compose this poem 
no one knows, but here is a bit of speculation. 
Johnson had uncanny foresight showing the Ne- 

gro standing ready for any fate, achieving and 
pursuing his goals with silent patience, and hard 
labor. Waiting...Waiting... For the time he 
would be seen as he truly is... An American 
fifst and foremost. 

★ Notice ★ 
Traveling to Central 
America by car Monday, 
June 19. Need company. 
For further information 
call—642-5594. 

Help 
Wanted 
****** 

IR. CLERK TYPIST: 
lalary $4,368 per year." | 
IR. CLERK STENOS: 
lalary $4,584 per year, 
uly 1st openings at thee 
Jniversity of Nevada, 
Southern. High School 
[raduation and two 

'ears clerical experi- 
:nee. 45 wpm typing/ 
>0 wpm shorthand. Cor* 
:act: State Personnel. 
Division, Second 
3onanza. * 

****** 

Male 
SUPERVISING CUS- 
TODIAN *CITY OE 
NORTH LAS VEGAS. 
Age 25 to 45. Salary 
Range as of July 1,1967 
$421 $564. Education 
and experience equiva- 
lent to completion of 
eighth grade, one year 
of experience in jani- 
torial work*. Must pos- 
sess valid Nevada 
Operator’s license; 
willing to work night and 

evening hours. Perform 
skilled custodian work 
and related duties. Ap- 
plications will' be 
accepted throughFri- 
day, June 16, 1967. For 
further information, 
contact Personnel Di- 
rector, 2200 Civic 
Center Drive, North 
Las Vegas. 

****** 

CUSTODIAN, CITY OF 
NORTH LAS VEGAS. 
Age 25 to 45. Salary 
Range as of July 1, 1967 
$381 $510. Education 
and experience equiva- 
lent to completion of- 
eighth grade. Willing to 

work night and evening 
hours. Must possess 
valid Nevada Operator’s 
license. Perform cus- 

todian work and related 
duties. Applications will 
be accepted through 
Friday, June 16, 1967.- 
For further informa- 
tion, contact Personnel 
Director, 2200 Civic 
Center Drive, North 
Las Vegas. 
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SALES SERVICE 
All Makes & Models--Anything Electrdnic 

810 (Sec. B) East Lake Mead Boulevard 
North Las Vegas, Nevada 

Call 642-1340 
“IPYou Don’t Trade With Us, We Both Lose" 
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June 20, 1858 

June 21, 1937 

Negro Baptist congregation in 
the United States, was organized 
in Philadelphia. 
Charles 5W. Chestnut, noted’ 
author and teacher, was born 
in Ohio. 
Death of Henry O. Tanner, in- 

ternatforiaMy famous painter. 


