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ONE LOOK at the family of the inimitable
singer Billy Eckstine is enough to convince you
that talent is, indeed, hereditary. Eckstine and
his actress-wife, Carol Drake (she appeared
with Poitder and Gable in ‘‘Band of Angels’’),
have seven children and virtually all of them
are either involved in or studying some phase
of show business,

Twenty-four-year-old Kenny is a singer,
writer and composer; 20-year-old Billy, Jr.,
currently in Viet Nam, will study music when
his tour of duty is up; 13-year-old Eddie
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Ronnie Eckstine, the most exciting and inately 1967 DOOLITTLERECREATION SUMMER PIO_‘IAI ‘ &

talented young actor to grace Hollywood's tin-
seled halls in many years,

He’s currently in his first movie, MGM's
““The Love-In,”’ in which he has the featured
role of a young college student who becomes a
disciple of a professor who advocates the use
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‘I don’t come across as an angry person on

nie learned to speak French, German, Italian,
Turkish and Spanish fluently. He put this mas=
tery of tongues to good use in the Army as a
translator and interpreter at NATO meetings
in France and Germany,

It was also in Europe that he developed the
fastidious tastes of a gourmet, He traveled
throughout the continent sampling wines and
cheeses and became so expert he could tell the
types of grapes a wine was made of, the region
it came from and even the year it was made,

Ronnie still remains partial to European
dishes and is an excellent cook, one of his fav-
orite dishes being an Italian creation called
Cotletta a ’1a Bolonege-~-veal cutlet with a slice
of ham, a slice of cheese, plus tomatopaste and
mushrooms,

However, though cooking exotic dishes is a
pastime close to the young actor’s heart, dishes
of another sort occupy an even closer spot--
those measuring 36-24-38. Understandably,

the screen,’”” says Ronnie, ‘‘because I’mnotthat ARTS AND CRAFTS BASKETBALL -
kind of person in real life.”I haven’t had afliﬁi'
of continually being kept down or made to fee SOFTBALL PICNICS FIELD TRIPS
inferior. I had the advantage of having spent the _ .
past five years in Europe (he returned to the
life as a human being--not simply as an Ameri- ;
can Negro. I have no personal justification to BUMPO GAMES BOWLING IN-DOOR TENNIS
portray the ‘angry young man’ type of role.” ; ey ¥
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often taken all five of us boys on tour with him.
I admire him, aside from the fact that he’s my
father, because he’s a professional person in
every sense of the word; he’s a great human
being. ’ g
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Ronnie manages to attract a string of beautiful
admirers no matter what country he’s in. What
he looks for in girls is simple: brains, beauty,
charm and, most important, -tenderness, :
WHEN IT comes to his father, Ronnie is un-
equivocal: ‘“We have a great relationship.Dad’s
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““I don’t regard him as competidon in the
entertainment world because he’s undisputedly
ahead of me, but I'm competing with him in
another way--all the girls I know are crazy
about him!”’




