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Among The Stars With LEE IVORY (*«) 
° Holy Mackerel! Things are really happening 
for Barbara Rinehart!! 

FIRST OF ALL, she was "discovered” (as 
it were) in Chicago after being one of the most 

sought-after "local” vocalists in the Midwest. 
No one had ever suggested that she record be- 
cause, after all, she was just a "local” singer 
and everybody knows that "local” singers don’t 
go anywhere! 

They probably said that about Nancy Wilson, 
too, when she was just a “local” singer in Chil- 
licothe, Ohio. 

Anyway, record producers being the hungry- 
type guys that they are and knowing that bit- 
time stardom for many entertainers nowadays 
is just around the corner—or somebody in Chi- 
cago heard her and flipped. He told somebody 
else and they, in turn, got the word to Bobby 
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Miller, one of the top talent-finders in America. 
BOBBY WAS, at the time, working for Mer- 

cury Records as a producer. When he tried to 

get the big wigs to sign her—without even hear- 

ing her—they nixed the idea, and reportedly, 
Miller packed up and left. He has been working 
with Jerry Butler and Jerry Ross, who pro- 
duced Bobby Hebb’s "Sunny.” 

Word gets around fast! Record men are like 
broken refrigerators—they can't keep anything! 
Carl Davis heard about her; Ronnie Granger 
heard about her; Larry Maxwell heard about 
her... and the next thing you know she’s in New 
York as the personal guest of Johnny Nash... 
and his wife, Margaret! < 

conditional contracts and, bless her sweet Heart, 
she isn’t rushing into anything. She reminds me 
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of a carbon copy of businesswoman Nancy Wil- 
son. She, incidentally, doesn’t sound like Nancy 
at all. 

HER PERSONAL Manager," Sam Phillips, 
repprts that Barbara "sounds like a mixture 
of Aretha Franklin and Della Reese.” There is s 

simply too much soul there and it can’t be con- 
tained. Naturally, everybody can compare her 
voice to anybody they really like. i 

She does have a "thing” all her own, though, 
and it is this little extra something that puts 
her head and shoulders abdve most of the per- 
forming artists of today. You'll see this is true 
once we get the recording business out of the 
way and she is given national exposure she so 

richly deserves. 
As was mentioned here some weeks ago, 

Barbara Rinehart’s on her way. 
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