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»» in a democracy there should be no gaps between 

principles and pfactices when the civil rights of 

man ore involved. A community conscience may be 

appraised b$4he way it is concerned with those 
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rights and privileges which are guaranteed, by law, 
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to each individual regardless of his membership in 
■ / / 

any racial or ethnic group... 

The right to employment to education to housing 

to the use of publicaccommodation to health and 

welfare services and facilities... 
AND the right to live in peacg without discrimination fi 
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segregation or distinction based on race,-religion, 
color, ancestry, national origin or placgof? birjth.99 
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If an American, because his skin is dark, cannot eat 

lunch in a restahrant open to the public, if he cannot 
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send /iis children to the best public school available, 
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if he cannot vote for the public officials who represent 
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him, if, in short, he cannot enjoy the full and free life 

which all of us want, then who among us would be i 
f .; > 

content to have the color ofjiis skin changed^and 
stand in his place .' 
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JOHN F. KENNEDY, 
Washington, D.C., Jang 11,1963 
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