
I 111; ROOTS Of PRAYER 

-Text: Ah', the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
so panteth my soul after thee, O God. Ps. 42:1. 

Till; ROOIS OI- PRAYER are found deep in 
the needs of our nature. This must be said at 
once because prayer is sometimes thought of as 

something that has no essential relationship tp 
our life. It, is thought of as something that may 
btg resorted to onoccasions if one chooses, 
rather than sometljffng that has an integral re- 

lationship to pur nature. Let us consider four 
assertions about the roots of prayer. 

t> Prayer is rooted in our need of hope for the 
mind. The 42nd Psajm speaks to God out of the 
turbulence of human experiences. The Psalmist 
has no doubt that prayer 
is a deep-rooted need of 

’•> his nature; as deep as 

the thirst of a hunted [ 
deer, who, stricken and ■ >: 

panting, seeks a stream t 
where it can quench its 
thirst. 

There' is no need 
rhore fundamental toany 
living creature than that 
indicated by thirst. If 
ill is need is not met, 
nothing else can matter. 
A s fundamental as the 
deepest need of our na- 

■lure is prayer—r“as the 
fiart: pjinteth for the i 
water broods, so pant- ^ 

.eth my soul after thee. rev. D. M. CLARK 
() Cod." f 

Prayer is rooted in our need of-affcction for 
the heart. The Psalmist speaks about his dis- 
quieted spirit. He speaks of his soul ast cast 

down “Why a.rt thou cast down, p my soul?" 
These words strike an immediate response in 
all of us. We know what it means to be cast 

.’• down in soul. We know ^nat it means to be dis- 

pirited, discouraged, disquieted. These are 

needs in our nature that cry out'for understand- 
ing and affection. 

There is something very central about the 
need of the heart. Indeed, very often if the hurt 
of .the heart is eased, the problems of the mind 
cease to seem important. There is a loneliness 
in everybody-s rjature until he findsssome com- 

panionship that will bring affection into the heart. 
IHuyer opens the way to find our best friend- 

ship and our truest affection in the living Pod. 
It belongs to the very deep-rooted needs of our 

nature to' prpy. It is not a superficial option; 
father, it is. one of life’s imperatives. 

Prayer is rootl'd in our need ofpe'acefor the 
conscience. Prayer gives-us'the peace that comps 
hv wav of,pardon, and not the peace which is the 
■evasion of.a problem. It is only the peace that 
comes through pardon tjiat has any permanence. 
It is only the pyace that is beyond pit rdcfn that 
has any significance. 

1*111. PROMISI. to us is that when we are 

suffering front anxiety, then in prayer we egn 
4 

reach out to God who gives us peace through 
His pardon. I he Psalmist keeps reminding him- 
self that although he is cast down, there is a 

way out. lie keeps talking to himself, asking, 
“,Why art thou cast down, O my soul? Why art 

thou disquieted within me”, but always he finds 
his answer, reminding himself that he can hope 
in (iod and continue to praise llign who will he 
his true giver of health and help. 

Prayer is rooted in.our need of power for 
the Will. Very deep in everybody's nature is the 
sense of weakness, and fraility. 

We seek all manner of ways of overcoming 
our weakness and achieving power. Prayer sends 
its roots deep into our life and meets us at the 

point of this need for it dpens up a channel be- 
tween us and God. The strength of (iod becomes 
available to us, and what we cannot do through 
ourselves, we can do through the powep of God. 

AND SO TlIH CHRISTIAN 111 I IGION becomes 
a vury buoyant religion. Paul says, “I can do 
all things through Christ who strengthened me.” 
Jesus .^taught in very optimistic terms, ‘‘If thou 
canst believe, all things are possible to him 
that believed’V .* 

^ 
You may feel weak and inadequate, but if 

Farewell To Prayer Band Co-Chairman 

MEMBERS of the 2nd Baptist Church Prayer Band gathered to pay tnoute to sister Annie Burch 
(3rd from left front rpw). Lauded as a faithful worker, Mrs. Burch the group’s co-chairman is 
leaving the area to live in San Diego, Calif. Other members (front row, from left) Sisters Irene 
Clark, Josephine Tony, (Burch), Addie Mae Blake, and Mary Isaac. Youngsters shown are Stan- 
ford Griffin, Willie Hooker, and Dorry Griffin... Back Row from left: Sisters Olivia Brown, Mary 
L. Burton, Alice Singleton, Virginia Griffin, Nancy Grove, Early Mae Perkins, and Beatrice 
Jackson. Sister Griffin is the Prayer Band’s founder Sister Addie Blake, its teacher. Not shown 
is Sister Cora Davis, Chairman of the Prayer Band. 
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you can open your life in prayer to God, you 
find the adequacy which comes from God and 
which answers the need deep-rooted in your 
nature. Prayer~does make possible power for 
the will. 

ENDORSEMENT 
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YOU NEED ME 

Cast Your Vote for 
Jimmie B l 

\J.nJIMMIE B." BOJDZINSKIi 
Assembly District 4 

"Republican l 
Welfare Bd. Appointment 

To Rev• V.C.L Coleman 
Mrs. Lillian Kaercher, chairman of the Clark 

County Child Welfare Board, today announced 
the selection t.and appointment by the board of 

qounty commissioners of Reverend V. C. L. 
Coleman, (1648 North ‘L’ Street to fill the va- 

cancy on tjhe child Welfare Board as a result 
of Mr. Alfred Becker’s resignation recently. 

Reverepd Coleman, minister of the Second 
Baptist Church in Las Vegas for the past 17 

years is ajl$o a graduate of Conroe IriUustrial 
College in Texas, lie is President of the Inter- 
national Baptist Convention of Nevada and heads 
the Ministry Conference of West Las Vegas. 

Reverend Coleman received his Doctorate 
degree from the.Baprist Theological Center in 

Houstoh\ Texas. 
He ih\rriarried to Ida Mae Coleman and is the 

father of whe child. 

! YOU NEEDN’T BE! 
WORRIED ABOUT FUNERAL BILLS? 

Below iis the story of 1,000 consecutive families served 
by Bunker Brothers Mortuary to March 1,1966.showing 
what they decided to spend foe our complete funerals. 

funeral/cost 
2391 PAID 


