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THE CIRCLES OF

[LOVE "

Texr; He that loveth not ‘knoweth not God; for
God is love,. I John 4:8.

The first thing we had better do is to stake
out the center from which-our circles of love
“eminate,

From the Christian point of VlGW the center
of our expression of love is our personal rela-
tionship with God. This is what makes Christian
love different from other kinds of love. Youmay
not see the difference on the surface. It lies in
the motivation, the driving power, deep within
the person, '

The generative cm;,m of love is God's love
for us. We are made for love. But our inherent
power must be released by God's love. God is
love, we say. This . ;
means that he actively
gives himself onour be~
‘half. Therefore, our !
first act must be to re-
ceive, 10 accept, to re-
spond ‘to God's freely
offered love. .This is
what jgives us the mo-
tivating power to live 7§
with some measure of

love lin rlu.ﬁcrmcumric
circles ofedtir life. The

Holy Spirit will work in
us to! renew and deopen
our proper powers of
love, :
I'HE  FIRST HIND-
R-ANCI IO 1LOVE is
not external at all but
within ourselves! The
reason why 1 cannot love is that I-am not the
kind of person that can love,

The Christian claim is that the love of God
is already given to us. The first act of love on
our part, then, is to accept, to receive, (o re-
spond to His love. This becomes the healing,
empowering center of our expression of love for
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“others. We are ready to accept the discipline,

the training, the hard work of growing, neces-
sary to hbecome the kind of person thatcan love,

From this center we move into and ¢hrough
the circles of love, Let us speak first of the
intimate anh of the family. This is the circle
in which we, &s persons, ought to be able to find
the finest, the deepest, the mosthealing expres-
sion of love,

"THE  FAMILY IS THE CHANNEL through
which God wishes to communicate Himself. The
love of parent for child becomes: the micans by
which that child learns of God's love. The love
of husband and wife for cach other is a means
by which God's love can be experienced in a
more maturce manher and by which each 'person
ETOWS,

Of course, the tragedy is that all oo often
this docsn’t happen. There canbe many reasons.

lhose of us who are living-in and with a
family of growing persons ought to be willing to
give our h{*—»t efforts, our utter devotion, to the
experience of this kind of love in our family.

NOW LET US MOVIL tothe impersonal circle
of soeicty, the world of casual acquaintances,
people to «whom- you sometimes only nod in
grecting, your tough competitor or your un-
pleasant neighbor. What does it méan to love
under these circumstances?

When we enter this kind of less intimate re-
lationship, love must resort to law. Law is al-
ways less than love, 3ut love requires law as
a structure for less-than-immediate-personal
relationships. So justice is the minimum ex-
pression of love,

10 LOVE IS TO S5LEK JUSTICE, or better,
out of genuine concern fl.r the well- hLmL of the
other person,

It becomes our (.hrmuan responsibility to
seek justice and o feel concern for one another
into the order of socicty.

LLove can be firm. There are times when
love MUST be firm. Love must have strength,
When love is cdpfrontedswi#th aggression or with
irresponsibility) it must act with firmness, with
decision, o \

lLove has stirtngth and courage. Love has
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standards and principles and is not afraid toin-
sist that they ‘be rcspccmd. Certainly we all
récognize the necessity of this in the growth of
our children. And it is just as truein the ]arge

circles of society.

There are, then, one or two practical things
that we can do.

We can keep an eye to the interests of others
as well as to our own,

Wce can keep ourselves open to the ministry
of the [loly Spirit. Remember that if you are
going to love, you must be the kind of persen
that can love.

AND THEN,
you may be led into a personal Telationship with
someone, of such depth and dimension that it
may become the kind of redeeming, health-giv-
ing experience you nced.

I think that you can pray that.
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Rev. . W, W1lson and Rev. J.LL

A beammg Rev. Coleman surrounded by
Parishioners]
bills gifted h1m by the Pastor's Aid Society.
He was the recipient of many other gifts, also,
from mdwldqal members of his Church.

Guest

REV, V.{.L. COLEMAN, Pastor of the Sec-
ond Baptist Church has, probably, hundreds of
reasons for showing such delight at the bu-thday
celebration staged by the Church’s Pastor’s
Aid Society | honoring their beloved Pastor’s
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