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by Rev. Donald M. Clark

HE DOUBTED IT

““The other disciples therefore said unto
him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto
therm; Except I shall see in His hands the print
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of
the nails, and thrust my hand intc His side, I
will not believe’'’. John 20:25.

It is reassuring to.know that the very inner
circle of Jesus' friends included a man who
struggled with.doubt. We find many other types
of temperament in" this group. It is not strange
to find a skeptic, also. )

It is difficult to explain the valuable place of
the doubters in religion without seeming to laud
this negative side of faith, but we mustnot think
of doubt as something ;.7 -~ - - o W Ay
disgraceful or revolt- '
ing.

DOUBT IS AS native .
to.a man as faith is; in-
deed, it is justas essen-
tial. In a sense, doubt
is just the other side of -
faith; they are twofaces
of the same shield. Be-
fore there can be any
deep, abiding faith, a .
certain amount of doubt
must precede,

Before Columbus
could launch out with a

-conquering faith thatthe
earth was. a sphere, he
had to doubt the old the-
ory that it was flat,
‘which was, then, geo- |

* graphical orthodoxy. In order for one to believe
in a spiritual philosophy, he must doubt the
materialistic explanation of the universe,

To believe in God, you must doubt the athe-
ist's contention for a godless world, Where a
man makes his mistake is to believe his doubts
and doubt his beliefs, and thus see all the world
through the dark glassés of skepticifm,

The men, like Thomas, who could not easily
believe every- tale of enthusiastic believers,
have done a real service to the world--even the
world of—xeligion. Indeed it is reassuring to
remember that arhong Jesus’ friends was one
who had to test carefully before he could be-
lieve; It assures us that at least one of them
could not be easily led to believe just any idle
tale. The very fact that Thomas was convinced
of the resurrection of Jesus is strong evidence
of its reality.

The presence of the careful, probing mindin
religious cireles today is not a hindrance, but
a. help to faith. .

. Jesus' atritude toward this man, who found it
hard to accept the testimony of his friends, is
instructive. He understands Thomas’ difficult
situation and goes on to give him opportunity to
prove the faith. :

There must have been a cause for Thomas’
confirmed doubting when his friends were so
certain of their faith in the risen Lord. Craving
a revelation of the reality.of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion, he absented himself from the place where
that revelation was being made.

ALTHOUGH HONEST DOUBT is a normal
reaction of ‘every sincere mind, we must be
careful how we permit our doubts to control us.
It is never honest toretire intoour shell of mis-
givings so that the revelation of truth cannot
reach ys when it comes.

The hour of doubt is the hour to keep hold of
the things that still remain. Although he may
have doubted the value of the cause in which he
had enlisted, Thomas need not have doubted the
value of fellowship with his friends. That still
remained. Had he stayed true to them, he would
have been on hand when the greater experience
came,

DO YOU DOUBT? Then hold firmly to the
things that remain. On these things faith may
again be built. :

If you feel akin to Thomas, the disciple, who
said, ‘‘I doubt itl; do not make Thomas’ mistake,
Stay loyally by the®appointments of faith, and
hold fast. to the truth that remains. Then, when
the living experience .of revelation comes, you
will be on hand ready to receive. :

REV. D. M. CLARK
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Famed Choir Appeérs Tonight ar LV Hi Audiforium
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jegas i—iigh Si:hool Auaitorium is the Arkansas

A.M.&N, College Choir from Pine Bluff Arkansas. Presented by the Las Vegas Alumni Chap-
ter of the College, proceeds from the concert will be used to provide scholarships.

Our Expert Pimrmacisf
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Your Neighborhood DRUG STORE

Expand Nursing Services

GOVERNOR GRANT SAWYER has approved
a plan to strengthen Nevada’s home nursing pro-
gram through“-a grant of $23,707 from the U. S.
Public Health Service. The grant will permit the
State to expand its nurging services in several
areas of great need, the governor’s office said
today. )

Nevada (has approximately 31,000 citizens
over 65 years of age. It has been estimated that
10 percent jof the people eligible for such care
live in Cldrk and Washoe counties. In both coun-
ties there.are existing home nursing care pro-
grams, and a portion of the new funds will be
used to supplement these programs. In Washoe
and Clark counties funds will be given directly
to the county for the purchase of equipment and
the hiring iof additional nursing and clerical
personnel, |

In the fifteer small counties, Public Health
Service funds will be used to hire a nurse co-
ordinator at the state level to work with the
counties to develop appropriate home health
services, | : .

The present grant covers only the last three
months .of the present fiscal year. A supplemental
grant is desi@ned to extend the program through
June 30, 1967.

Womehj_’s Club Plays Easter Eubny To Rev.-s,.Kzemp

THE EBONAIR CLUB whose objective is to help the needy

WL

and dils'tressed, came to the

rescue of Rev. J, L, Kemp and the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church of which :

by donating 20 dozen eggs for the Chureh’s Easter festfviﬁés. o
The Rev. Kemp, convalescing from a recent automobileaccident is shown here with mem-

bers of the club who called on him to present the Easter goodies-~Attending her husband is

Mrs. Kemp (I). Club members shown from left are Mrs., Harvey Jones, President, Mrs.

Estella Howard, Mrs. Robie Girels and Mrs. Edna Carter. Youngsters shown are pfogeny

of the club members present.

Ebonair Club members not shown are the Mesdames Errie

Miller, Lessie B. Collins, Josephine Hills, Carrie B. Richards, Vernieta Strickling, Minnie

L. Reed, Erma Hunter, Alma Anderson, Sammie Richards, Hazel Crooks, and Katle Edwards.

KOOL SHADE AWN
PRE-SUMMER PRICES NOW - PATIOS -

CARPORTS & WINDOW AWNINGS

613 NO. MAIN ST.

382-8382

B

B



