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CAPITOL

By GOV. GRANT SAWYER

PRIOR TO OCTOBER 6, 1964, in deter-
mining eligibility for parole, Nevada parole
authorities had followed NRS 213.110, which
reads as follows:

‘“1. The board shall have power to estab-
.lish rules and regulations under which any
prisoner who is now or hereafter may be
imprisoned in the state prison and who shall
have served 1 calendar year, less good time
credits, of the term for which he was sen-
tenced and.who has not previously been more
than thre€times convicted of a felony and
served a term in a penal institution, or who
'is imprisoned in a county jail, may be al-

" lowed to go upon parole outside of the build-

ings or inclosures, but to remain, while on’
parole, in the legal custody and under the
control of.the board and subject at any time
to -be taken within the inclosure of the state
prison or county; jail.’’

This law provided that every inmate who
had not received a sentence of death, life,
or ‘‘without possibility of parole,”’ was eli-
gible for parole in one year. With respect
to ‘‘life’’ sentences, our law specifically
provides for parole eligibility in 7 years.

The word ‘‘eligibility’’ should be stressed
because, needless to say, most prisoners
served substantially longer prison terms
than the minimum parole period.

In October, 1964, the Supreme Court held
that the statute quoted above did not apply
to crimes which carried a minimum term
of years as part of the sentence., This con-
struction on the surface seems logical and
harmless, but, in fact, it created a chaotic
situation.

SOME OF OUR major crimescarry mini- .

mum sentences, others do not. Crimes that
do not carry minimum sentences but only
maximum sentences, that is, ‘“not more than
20 years,’”’ were still eligible for parole in
‘one year. A number of crimes carried longer
minimum sentences than the major crimes
such as first degree murder, first degree
kidnapping with bodily harm and prior con-
viction of 4 or more felonies, all of which
carry ‘‘life’’ sentences and are eligible in
7 years.

For example, 2nd degree murder, 2nd
degree kidnapping and 3 or more prior fel-
onies have minimum sentences of 10 years,
3 more years than first degree for the same

, crimes. The middle sentence for rape car-

ries a minimum of 20 years, almost 3 times
as long as first degree murder, kidnapping,
etc.

It quickly became apparent that over the
100 years of criminal legislation in Nevada,
no thought had been given to minimum sen-
tences as the standard for determining the
.length of imprisonment. The overall result
was that minor crimes carried longer sen-
tences than major crimes. This resulted in
a p&tenﬁally explosive situation at theprison
and left prison and parole authorities, and
judges, inanuntenable and irrational position.

IF NEVADA WAS to adopt the minimum
:gentence as the-standard for length of im-
prisonment, we must firstlegislate minimum
sentences for the dozens of crimes which
do not now have them. Secondly, avery care-
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HEAD MACKEY PTA--Officers of newly
organized Jo Mackey School PTA check
program for coming ,year following recent
election meeting. Front (from left) Mrs.
Ruth Bell, secretary; Travis Poole, presi-
dent, and Mrs, Marene Bryant, asst. secre-
tary. Rear (from left) Principal H, P, Fitz-
gerald, 2nd vice president; Mrs. Archibald
Asberry, lst vice president, and Melvin P.
Johnson, treasurer.
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ful study in depth must be madeof all crimes
in relation to éach other, in order to deter-
mine the proper minimum sentence. In doing
this, the 7-year period for ‘‘life’’ sentences
must logically be the starting point. Such a
study cannot be made hastily but will be made
over the next two years by the legislative
counsel working with the judiciary, district
attorneys and bar association.

In the meantime, in order to correct the
gross inequities which were apparent to
every lawyer who was familiar with the
matter, as well' as to avoid danger to our
-citizens which could arise from prison break-
outs, it was determined to adopt the system
followed- by federal prisons and a number of
states, including California,

It should be made clear that the new parole
law in no instance reduces the time of con-
finement and in most instances extends the
time. In every instance, the crimes effected
by the bill had been eligible for- parole in
one year up to October 1964. In most cases
then, the minimum is now longer. The‘‘early
parole -law”’ tag is an unfortunate and mis-
leading misnomer, It should be more accu-
rately termed the "‘late parole law,””

Many other significant and progressive
steps have been taken at the prison and in
the field of probation and parole. They. are
not covered here.
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' COLLINS BEAUTY & BARBER SUPPLY
NOW! LADIES DRESSES
Below Wholesale PRICES

411 Jackson Ave, 384-6150
=

L=
WI Gs Q Finest Ling of Quality !.-mm Hair
_ : e * Y

0 Clusters -
Convertible Hair Pieces

High Fashion Wigs & Teppers for
* Gentlemen
Problem Haiw Pieces

ostume & Theatrical Wigs ,
Private Comsaltation '

1147 LAS VEGAS BOULEVARD SOUTH  384-6913, 3844915

SHOE REPAIR

KEYS MADE
GOLDEN WEST SHOPPING CENTER PHONE 642-9946

DOT'S CLEANERS AND LAUNDRY

. for the medern “miracle” Fi ni Sh

Makes Clothes like NEW!
415 WEST JACKSON PHONE: 382-5034

Venetian Blind Laundry

Bring in your Window and Door Screens
(regular or Kaiser Louvred)
for Cleaning, Repairs and Re-screening

NEVADA BLIND & FLOOR

1300 S. Main 385-3411-

-F.or Fasf Scrvicd on
Call B'"

ATE LOANS

arnes
385-3422

CITIZENSY

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY! |

HOG RANCH * FIVE ACRES
Supplies Cudahy Packing Co., Phoenix, Ariz,

Full Price - $12,000

$6,000 Down, Balance $90 per Month

- STROUT REALTY

213 North 3rd St., Las Vegas
Days: 384-7868 * Evenings:'643-3056

“‘ARCADIA NEW S S'I'AND

,‘,—

i ‘_._‘mam_ o5

Owned & Oporaf

"960 West Owens Ave, in the
-Goiden West Shopping Center

(EVERYBODY knows ‘“Ray’’)

SEPT.17
WE VALIDATE PARKING

for the following Downtown
Las Vegas business houses:

Clover Jewelers White Cross-Drugs
Ronzone’s Miss Bobbie’s
Lillian’s Jus’ Boys

Uniform Shop Gee's Jewelers
Zale’s Jewelers The Brat Shop
Christensen’s Vegas Bootery

Allen & Hanson Jonbachs

Magic Eye Herb and Marv’s
Miller’s Brimmies

Tower of Jewels Orange Rufus
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SPOTLESSLY CLEAN, W-I-D-E
‘NO DENTS’ PARKING SPACES

COOPER’S
DOWNTOWN PARKING
118 North 4th St.

‘‘Personal Care for Your Car’’




