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I think it is necessary to set
B forth the meaning of moderation.
wes 1f ‘'moderation means slowing up

LA oy A : i g7 i in the ' move for justice and capitu-
AFRIGJ in Today's World

lating to the undemocratic prac-
tices of the guardians of the status
ONE AFRICAN LEADER who séems to have
particularly impressed Dan Shannon with his.
democratic ideas during the Los Angeles Times
«+writer’s current tour of the Dark Continent is

the Kyabazinga of Bugosa, nominal ruler of -

800,000 Ugandans in a semi-autonomous state
on the shores of beautiful Lake Victoria. He

also is Sir Wilberforce Nadiope, vice president

of all Uganda.

In .addition to being head man in Bugosa and
Uganda’s No. 2 executive, Sir Wilberforce is a
top official in the nationig governing party, the
United People’s Congress (UPC), which he helped
.found. He became Hyabazinga, a position halfway
between king and chief, by inheritance. He be-
came Sir Wilberforce when the British ctown
knighted him for his services in colonial'days.

Sir Wilberforce became a leader in the na-

tional independence movement in 1954 when he
gave up his chieftainship temporarily to serve
as minister of internal affairs in Uganda’'s
Britdsh protectorate government. He quickly
saw the need for a national political Party to
work for independence.
" HIS FACILITY IN SEVEN of Uganda s eight
principal languages--English is the &nly uni-
versal language of thecountry--was a big advan-
tage to him in party organization work.

The United People’s Congress has been
gaining ingreasing strength in the national par-
liament with the disintegration of regional
parties. And there are signs that Uganda, like
its Kenyan and Tanzanian partners in East Af-
rica, is moving toward a single-party state,
something Sir Wilberforce is not enthusiastic
about.

“I wouldn’t mind if everybody joined the
UPC,” he said, ‘““but they should have a free
choice. Unless the opposition is willing to dis-
solve itself; I don’t think they should be forced
by law as in Kenya and Tanzania,’’

AS FOR_FEDERATION with the two neigh-
*_bor states, a possibility that appears to become
" more remote with the separation of East African

 curréncies and other divisive trends, the vice
- president. said: ‘I am sure federation will come
some day.”’

But he warned that the three newly independ-
ent nations have great problems of their own
to deal with before they can move ¢n to the
larger responsibilities of a federation.

: ‘““When you buy a new pair of shoes you have
to break them in before you can run a race in
them,”’ he gsaid.

Like most of his countrymen, Sir Wilberforce
+ is .quick .to point out that Uganda differs from
Kenya and Tanzania in that native government
had developed long before the British arrived.

““Ours is more a task of modernizing ex-
. isting insdtutions and bringin the different
regions of the country together,”’ he said.

ONE PROBLEM. UGANDA does not have is
-the presence of white settlers, which compli-
cated Kenya’s transition to independence and
is still a factor in Kenya's political life. This
was one of the reason®®iganda held back from
federation at time of independence.

Sir Wilberforce believes the semi-autono-
mous states such as, his and the kingdoms of
Buganda, Bunyoro, Ankole and Toro helped to
make the republic one of Africa’s most stable.

‘““If the people hadn’t had respect for their
rulers, Shere might have been the violence here
that has 'occurred in the restof Africa,”’ he said.

. With the growing strength of the central
government, the 0ld units--wi:h the exceptions

-quo, I think moder-
ation is wrong and
I would not consid-
er myself a moder-
ate in that manner,
but if moderation
means moving on
toward the goal of
justice with calm §
reasonableness and
w i s e restraint ] DR. KING
think it is a great virtue. that
all men of good will must seek
to achieve during this period of
transition.

So when I say ‘‘can’t wait” I

think this is the Kkind' of militant-

moderation that :is necessary to
make the American dream a real-
ity. I think it is necessary to solve
this problem now, I think the mo-
ment ‘is urgent, we thave waited
more than 344 years for our basic
and God-given constitutional rights ~
now only to discover that we are
still far from the promised land
of civil rights.

1 think it is necessary now more
than ever before to make it clear
that we can't wait because these
things are so basic not only for
ourselves, because I think this
struggle is much larger than the
Negro gaining his constltutlor@
rights. I think it is the question
wow of the destiny of our nation.
OQur struggle is to save the soul
of America.

Stress Non-Violence

I think it is necessary for Negro
leaders all over the country to

stress non-violence more than ever

before because there are forces
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that are seeking to stress violence
and in order to counteract this I
think it is necessary to make it
clear that violence is wrong, it’s
impractical, it creates many more
social problems than it solves,
and that this is not the way to
call the attention of a community
to its social ills.

I think we must make it clear

. that our greatest gains come

through non-violence. There is a
need for training programs all ov-
er the country and in many north-
ern communities right now in the
non-violent discipline just as we
do in many of the communities in
the South.

On the other hand I would like
to lift the issue to Something
else because I think it is much
deeper than a racial conflict that
we have here. It's something that
comes from economically depriv=
ed individuals.

From Frustration

Antl-social responses are envir-
~onmental and not racial and I
“think 1t is necessary to see that
these very ugly acts of violence
came. from individuals who out of
frustration, discontent, bitterness
and despair as a result of social
isolation and economic depriva-
tion turned to these meaningless
and tragic acts because of these
conditions.

I think it is necessary-to work
as hard to get rid of the conditions
that bring these behavior patterns
into being as it is to condemn the
acts. This is not saying that they
must not be condemned. I think it
is necessary to condemn them.

I think legal and judicial mea-
sures must be -used - police ac-
tion - but after .this I think the
community must work to get rid
of the conditions, get rid of the

(President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference)

causal bases instead of merely

condemning the effects, because

when you develop a generation of
people who feel that they have no

stake in the society and they see

life as little more than a long cor--
ridor with no exit sign, then they

turn to these behavior pattérns

which can become tragic to the

whole community.

Most Non-Violent

I don’t think we have too many
leaders advocating ‘violence. The
vast majority of Negro leaders
are still advocating non-violence.
Here and there you get one com-
mited tb what is known as “‘Black
Nationalism” and some other ideo-
logies that will say that the Negro
should engage in retaliatory or at
least defensive violence. But all
of the leaders of the major or-
ganizations advocate non-violence
and I would say that the leader-
ship is still in the hands of these
individuals. Negroes by and large
are still willing to follow at.least .-
tactical non-violence—that is, thgy
aré willing to use non-violence as
a technique even though they may
not accept it as a way of life.

I am convinced that it we can
continue to make. meaningful
strides and if we make progress
and concrete victories are achiev-
ed then the leadership will stay in
the -hands of these persons. But if
we face continued se‘acks, if we
don’'t get a ktrong Civil Rights
Bill then I-do think the more ex-
treme elements will gain a great-
er foothold in the Negro commun-
ity and will have a greater influ-
ence.

So I think to a large extent the
leadership in the white community
of our nation will detérinine whéth-
er there will be wide-spread viol-
ence.

-

of Buganda and Bugosa--are being gradually
downgraded in importance.

Despite Sir Wilberforce’s hereditary position
as Kyabazinga, he does not advocate feudal rule.
““I don’t believe in dicratorship. Everyone should:
share in government.”’

HIS OWN MINISTERS are elected by the
Bugosa parliament and the State’s nine mem-
bers of the national legislature are elected
directly by the people.

Sir Wilberforce is concerned about his coun-
try’s economic future. ‘“‘All we have is land
and we need everything else,’”’

He has done much’in his own state, and Bu-
gosa now takes pride in the Owens Falls hydro-
electric plant which harnesses the Nile at its
source, a copper smelter and two textile plants,
‘“That gives us most of the industry in Uganda,”’
he says.

To prepare his people for further indusl;rial— \

ization, he is energetically promoting education,
Bugosa has the most active adult education
¢« program’in all Uganda,

All in all, with a leader like Sir Wilberforce,
Uganda seems to have a good chance to prog-
ress--at leagt a better chance than many other
new African pations,
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