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. by Rev. Donald M. Clark
FOLLOW CHRIST’S EXAMPLE
QKLIS'IS‘?; g;m%m&v during Holy

Week was the victory at Gethsemane. His tri-
umphs on the Cross and atthe Tomb were minor

compared with the victory in the Garflen; The &

[ Church Directory |

big battle was not fought on the Cross, despite
its dramatic It was waged and won in
a lonely place of prayer near the Mount of
Olives. _

The word ‘‘Gethsemane’’ means “‘oil press.’’
It is likely that the fruit of the olive grove on
the mount was turned .into oil at Gethsemane,
Perhaps it was a secret hideaway, where Christ
sought spiritual strength amid quiet surround-
ings--hence the necessity for bribing Judas to
reveal its location. _

Gethsemane was a place of conflict. In the
Garden, we see human weakness-the disciples
slept, even though Christ had commanded them
to pray. We seeé treachery, for it was there that
Judas betrayed his Master with the kiss of death.
But most important, in' Gethsemane, we see
victory over self as Jesus, the son of man,
struggled with the difficult choice between life
and death he was finally to decide as Christ,
the Son of God.

The time was Thursday evening. They had
just finished the Lord’s Supper, and ‘‘after they
had sung a hymn, they - 5
went out unto the Mount
of Olives.”” As they
came to the entrance
to the Garden, Jesus
left eight of the dis-
ciples at the gate, and . |
asked three 0 accom- S
pany Him toHis favor-
ite place of prayer.
Of these -three He
asked a favor--that
they would watch and
pray with Him, for He
was under agreatbur-
den. He might as well
have left all eleven at

the gate.

CHRIST WAS UN- . .
DER an emotional
strain. For one thing, REV.D. M. CLARK
there was the excitement of the week. Only a
‘hundred hours before, the throng had milled
about Him, as they welcomed Him to Jerusalem
the triumphal procession we celebrate on
.Palm Sunday. Certainly, it had been as exciting
day when men had called Him the Son of David
and ed
two

wh

had cried Hosannas to Him. Only seventy-
hours before, Christ had incurred the wrath
of the Temple authorities by driving the money
out of the Temple, and that same night
fl ‘for safety.

come.”” Christ knew that He had been born for
some tremendous purpose, greater than that of
just . He now realized that His hour
was at hand. With the undercurrent of unrest
and dissension coming to a head, Christ was
faced with a decision. Should He flee Jerusalem
and live to preach another day? Or should He
stay and defend with His life the truth He was
preaching? There was also the nawmral reluc-
tance to voluntarily suffer. So Christ was there
praying for victory over Himself.

In Gethsemane, Christ was putting into prac-
tice what he preached when He said, ‘‘Deny
thyself.”” Socrates embodied a great truth when
he said, “Know thyself.”" But Christ went deeper
when He said, “‘Deny thyself.”” One is self-real-
ization; the other is self-sacrifice. At Geth-
semane, Christ denied Himself in his desire
to save others.

IT SHOULD BE NOTED that Christ did not
do what many of us would have done had we

been in the pame situation. He.did not eall his.

disciples together to map strategy and see how

=
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Friday noon p the next pub-
lication date at the Rev. Clark’s home, 1676
North ‘E’ St., phone 642-1560. All items sub-
mitted must be
name, address and (if available) phone number.

BAPTIST

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. 1. W. Wilson, 382-2632
C & Washington Sts., Las Vegas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Mary, Carroll
712 W. Owens Ave., Las Vegas

NEW MORNING STAR BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. A, B, Carr, 382-5682 .
505 1/2 Jackson St., Las Vegas

GRACE EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. C. L. Alexander, 384-7413
815 Bartlett St., Vegas Heights

GREATER FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. P, S. Walker, 384-1248

Balzar St., Vegas Heights

NEW JERUSALEM BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. F. N, Addison: “ & i
‘D & Jefferson Sts., Las V}gan 2

PILGRIM REST BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev,. E, C, Kline, 382-7263
101 N, A St., Las Vegas

. PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev, J_L. Kemp, 642-5708 ;
1189 St., Vegas Heights

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH
‘Rev. V. C. L, Coleman, 384-3131
1209 N. E St., Las Vegas

ST. JAMES BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. J. L. Simmons, 382-2748
311 Madison Ave;, Las Vegas

ST. PETER BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Leo A. Johnson, 642-2559
C & Washington Sts., Las Vegas

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. A J, , 642-4001
J305 N. E St., Las Vegas

they could wiggle out of the situation. Nor did
He try to get in touch with the local authorities
and attempt to negotiate some kind of a truce.
(That, of course, would have appealed to the
Pharisees.) Nor did Christ try to consult a
lawyer. When Christ faced the supreme conflict
in His own life, HE CONSULTED GOD. We would
do well to do likewise,

Christ triumphed in His conflict with Him-
self by putting the conflict on a Divine basis.
He was not trying to work out a human solution
to His problems. He did not ask Peter, James
and John for advice. He asked them to pray.
It was the Divine Imperative that Jesus sought,

‘regardless of its physical consequences. He

was not interested in His own desires. He was
interested in God’s directive.

We are living in an age that places a pre-
mium on venal pleasure and luxury. The man
who can “‘get by’’ without working is considered
a success, not a failure. There have been times
and societies in which a man had to contribute
something to the good of mankind before he was
considered a success. Nowadays the fast buck
and the easy dollar are.often considered the
goalsin life, not evils to shun. We crave heated
plumbing,
the plushness of thick carpets and soft sofas;
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- CHURCH of GOD in CHRIST

UPPER ROOM C. of G. in C.
Bishop C. C. Cox, 385-1541
1117 N. F St., Las Vegas

POWERHOUSE €. of G. in C.
Supt. J. W, Logan, 382-6187
1216 Adams Ave., Las Vegas

LIGHTHOUSE C. of G. in C,
Eld. Willie Rawls, 384-5539
E. Sahara Ave., Fourmyle

MOST HIGH C. of G. in C.
Eld. J. W 642-5675
2029 Travis St., Las Vegas

PRAYER HOUSE C. of G. in C.
Eld. W, M. Shaw, 382-1743
Blankenship St., Vegas Heights

CARVER PARK C. of G. in C.
Eld. C. Parson 642-3967
Carver Park Adm. Bldg., Henderson

ST. PAUL C. of G. in C.
Eld. Coruth Hall, 649-1523
301 N. D St., Las Vegas
(All Churches of God in Christ)

Bible Band: Tuesday, 8 pm

. Young People: Wednesday, 8 pm

Consecration: Friday, 8 pm
Sunday School: Sunday, 9:45 am
Morning Service: Sunday, 12 noon
YPWW: Sunday, 6:30 pm

CATHOLIC

ST. JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH
. Msgr, William J. Devlin, 382-9953

704 W. McWilliams Ave., Las Vegas

Sunday Masses: 11 am and 5 pm

Weekday Masses: 7:30 am; Saturday, 9 am

Holyday Masses: 9:30 am and 7:30 pm

Confessions: Saturday, 4-4:30 and 7:30-8 pm

Adult Classes: Monday and Friday, 7:30 pm

Child Classes: Monday, 4-5 pm; Saturday,
9-10:30 am

Rosary: Daily, 7:30 pm except Sundays

METHODIST

ZION METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. M. D. Bennett, 382-9900
911 N. G St., Las Vegas

PENTECOSTAL

' CHURCH of the LORD JESUS
Eld. Hosea Coleman, 642-8741
1260 Bartlett St., Vegas Heights

and in 80 doing, we often become soft within.

Christ was not interested that night in ease,
luxury, and comforts. Remember, He was just
as tired as His disciples, but He did not sleep.
While Christ prayed, His disciples slept. They

* had not learned the lesson of self-discipline,
of winning the battle within.

Oh, for a return to the pioneer spirit! We
need people who will risk material security in
order to achieve spiritual security. Our society
has turned things around--we sacrifice spiritual
security in favor of material ease.

AN EARLY CHRISTIAN once wrote: ‘‘No
man is free who cannot control himself.”’ The
art of self-discipline needs to be revived, Self-
control will removefear, bolster 6ur confidence,
and bestow character. The most important
battle any of us have .to fight is -the bartlé to-

(See PULPIT, page 12)




