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WHY BOTHER ABOUT GOD?

- Text; But It Is Good for Me to Draw Near
to God: 1 Have Put My Trust in the Lord God

That I May Declare All Thy wOrka._Psalms_ )

73:28.

Why bother about God? Nobody has ever
seen Him. No two people ever agree about what
He is like. And so many lives in which God ap-
parently has played a large part have been
n row, restricted, cramped; at least to the

der. They have heen filled with a gnlwing

sense of guilt and de-"_ . ;
prived of all real >
. pleasure in the satis-
- faction of life’s most
basic desires. God has
“caused’ so many
-heartbreaks in so
many;lives, and so
"many’ battles have g
‘been fought in His
-name, why not leave
Him-  alone? It is all
so6 vague and so much .
in the realm of mys-
tery, why bother about
it? Why -get involved
in something so fan-
tastically remote and
yet, at the same time, : -
so often disturbing?
There are so many ‘RE”' D, M. CLARK
other things that we can work on here and now
in which we can see the results of what we do.
Why bother about God, especially since we are
getting along so well? We are happy, we have
a wonderful home life, we have plenty to eat
and a nice place to live, and wonderful schools.
Why take on something that would raise somany
questions, impose ‘80 many additional obliga-
tions, create so many unplensant things to. do?
Why take on that extra burdén?
° There are many sincere human beings who
are in this quandary.

Without God there is no one to needle you-
from above, there is no one to .you from
on high; to make you feel that you should have
done something that you didn’t do, or to make
you feel like a worm because you did do some-
thing that you shouldn’t have done.

The assumption behind this whole point of
view is that the only things that you bother
about in life are the things that make life pos-
gible, or pleasant. ‘As a matter of fact, when
you stop to think about it, the things that pecuple
have bothered most about are‘the things that
are neither necessary nor pleasant.

: The thing that makes a man a man is his
desire to bother about things that are of no
earthly benefit to him whatsoever.

If you have, decided--I don’t say that you
‘have, but y ay have--if you have decided
to bother on t the things that make life
possible and pleasam to do only the things that
‘give you immediate pleasure andphysical satis-
faction, you need to be ‘‘shook up’ before you
get settled in a rut that can be deeper than any
.open grave. For when a man is willing to settle
for a life that requires little more than an ani-
mal existence, you can be sure that he is on his
way to becoming little more than an animal
himself., _

We have been asking this question--why
bother about God?--as though it were phrased--
why should a PER.SON bother about God? Per-
haps we should put it this way: Why do people
bother about God? There are atleast tworeasons.

- The first is that they must. There is some-
thing in everyone that needs God, craves God.
Many people don’t know it,

What 1 think, and I may be wrong, is that
we desire God a great deal more than we re-

‘alize, but we express that desire in different
words. You ask yourself, what is life with all
its contradictions and its confusion, what is it

all about, what does it all mean? When you long ’

for m&ening in your life, you are longing for
what people have called God. You say to your-
self in a moment of despair, when it seems as
though you aren’t accomplishing much of any-
thing: What am I here féy® What purpose is
. there in my life? Actually, your inner self is
longing for the eternal:God, for, whatever else
God means, He means Purpose,
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There is another reason whypeoplehother
about God. There are many things beyond their
understanding that they can ill afford to ignore,
and they sense that God is involved. -We all
know something about the law of gravity, al-
though few of us, I suppose, truly understand
it.Weuseittouphlncermnearﬂﬂymenom-
ena, but more important, we know that if we
step off the roof of a building, we are in for a
nasty fall.

You can’t get away from it. In the long run,
this God whom we sométimes feel we don’t
need and don’t have to bother about is always
righttheremfrontofoureyes.

There is just one final word for the Chris-
tian, and | assume that most of us are trying
to be Christians. The Christian bothers about
God for the simple reason that God bothers
about him. As I was thinking about the question
of why we should bother about God; I thought
to myself, the question we should be gking
ourselves is: Why in the world does God
about us? Stupid, unappreciative creatures that
we often are, why does He keep bothering about
us? And He does! He shares His life with us,
He gives us a portion of His owndivine freedom
to be ourselves and live our own lives; to make
our own decisions, and even defy Him if we
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wlsm He shares His divine creative instinct
with us and gives us a portion of His power to
‘make things that contribute to our comfort.
He shares His mind with us through the minds
of prophets and poets whom He has illuminated
and inspired. And at one particular point in
the history of the race, He shared His love
with us, came among us to live our life, ac-
cepting ‘the limitations that we have to face
every day to show us what life can be like when
it:ds lived under and with Him.

If someone bothers that much about you,

to help you with your problems and relieve you °

of your sense of guilt, and bring you back into
thg family when you are lost; if somebody
bothers that much about you, sit is a little djf-
ficult not to bother about Him., We love God
because God first loved us. We bother about
God because God bothers so much about us,
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