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Thursday, May 6, 1965

Fecme Te byt
~ by Rev. Donald M. Clark

““IN ORDER TO’ OR “‘BECAUSE OF”’

Text: ‘““We Love Because He Loved Us
First.,”” I John 4:19,

Men act“from two primary motives. One
motive is ‘‘in order to.”” Many of the things
that we do, we undertake in order toaccomplish

‘something or gain something for ourselves. We

work 'hard fo get a promotion or an advance in
salary.

““In order to’’ is a primary and necessary
motive. No man can succeed at anything without
it. But it is an incomplete motive.

The more imper- — -
tant motive in human
life is ‘‘because of.”
The things that people’
do because of some-
thing are far moreim-
portant than the things
they do in order to
accomplish some-
thing. The fact is that
there is very little that
you have to doinorder
to be a Christian but
there are a host of
things that’ you have
to do because you are
a Christian.

It is not always
easy to see the differ-
ence between these two
motives, but they are
worlds apart. There is all the difference in the
world between going to church in order to-gain
peace of mind, or to prove to yourself that you -
are a good respectable person; and going to
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. church simply because you love Christ.

Nobody teaches a Sunday School class in
order to be a Christian. You don’t have to. But
some of our members teach a class of boys or
girls Sunday after Sunday because they are
Christians. They have gone beyond the primary
motive of all human beings of doing something
in order to accomplish something for them-
selves, 1o the Christan motivation of doing
things *because of their fuhdamental loyaltes.

Our failure to see this distinction explains

" the lack of discipline in our religious living.

Religious discipline can be gained by the “‘in
order to’’ motive, but it is not Christian dis-
cipline. _

What a mockery we make of the Gospel of
love when we make it our excuse for taking our
spiritual responsibilities so lightly. God loves
us no matter what we do, some reason, so it
makes no difference what we do. Why should we
go to any unusual exertion in prayer, or Bible
study, or church attendance? This is the deadly
sophistry of many church members, who have
never honestly faced the things they must do
because they are Christians. .

How many things do you do during the week
because you are a good Christian?

You do many things because you are a good

_ businessman. You improve the efficiency of

*,

your operation. You look carefully after your
investment. You develop good public relations.
You spend enough hourg on the job to get the
work dohe. You eliminate methods that do not
get results and find those that do.

You do mahy things during the week because
you are a good housewife. You do a mulditude
of things because you are a good mother. How
many things do you do because you are a good
Christian?

Peter and .. 1drew were good businessmen,
They owned their own boats and had a good
fishing business. But we don’t remember them
for that. Most of the women in the New Testa-
ment undoubtedly were good housekeepers and
did a good job with their families. But we don’t
remember them for that. They had the same
good human motives that we have, but they knew,
and we know, that is not enough.

Christ came into this world to claim men’s
supreme loyalty. He said that He came before
a man’s busigess, before a man’s home, before
any of his hufhan relationships. No other man
in -history would dare to make such a claim.
He dared to because He proclaimed a Gospel
of Love that put men under a new and a unique
responsibility. i he saved us from our sins and
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DEADline for church news and photographs

is Friday noon preceding the next Thursday pub-

lication date at the Rev. Mr. Clark’s home, 1676
N. ‘E’ St., telephone 642-1560. All items sub-
mitted must be accompanied by the sender’s
name, address and telephone number.
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BAPTIST

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. 1. W. Wilson, 382-2632
C & Washington Sts., Las Vegas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH |,
Rev. Mary, Carroll
712 W. Owens Ave,, Las Vegas

EVERGREEN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev, A, B, Carr, 382-5682
1113 N. H St., Las Vegas

GRACE EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. C. L. Alexander, 384-7413

‘815 Bartlett St., Vegas Heights

GREATER FAITH BARTIST CHURCH
Rev. P, S. Walker, 384-1248
Balzar St., Vegas Heights

NEW JERUSALEM BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. F. N. Addison

D&1J efferson Sts., Las Vegas

PILGRIM REST BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. E, C, Kline, 382-7263

101 N, A St., Las Vegas

PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH .
Rev. J, L., Kemp, 642-5708
1189 Hassell St., Vegas Heights

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. V. C. L. Coleman, 384-3131
1209 N. E St., Las Vegas

ST. JAMES BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. J. L., Simmons, 382-2748,
311 Madison Ave., Las Vegas

ST. PETER BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Leo A. Johnson, 642-2559
C & Washington Sts., Las Vegas

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. A, J. Thompson, 642-4001
1305 N. E St., Las Vegas

CATHOLIC

ST. JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH
Msgr, William J. Devlin, 382-9953
704 W. McWilliams Ave,, Las Vegas

Sunday Masses: 11 am and 5 pm

Weekday Masses: 7:30 am; Saturday, 9 am

Holyday Masses: 9:30 am and 7:30 pm

Confessions: Saturday, 4-4:30 and 7:30-8 pm

Adult Classes: Monday and Friday, 7:30 pm

Child Classes: Monday, 4-5 pm; Saturday,
9-10:30 am

Rosary: Daily, 7:30 pm except Sundays

PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH of the LORD JESUS -

Eld. Hosea Coleman, 642-8741
1260 Bartlett St,, Vegas Heights

brought us into a new relationship with God,
then our supreme motive in business, at home,
and in every human relationship must be to
discover His will and to do it--"‘because of”’
our love for Him.

CHURCH of GOD in CHRIST

UPPER ROOM C. of G. in C.
Bishop C. C. Cox, 385-1541
1117 N. F St., Las Vegas

POWERHOUSE C. of G. in C.
Supt. J. W, Logan, 382-6187
1216 Adams Ave., Las Vegas

LIGHTHOUSE C. of G. in C.
Eld. Willie Rawls, 384-5539
E. Sahara Ave., Fourmyle

MOST HIGH C. of G. in C.
Eld. J. Washington 642-5675
Henderson

PRAYER HOUSE C. of G. in C.
Eld. W, M, Shaw, 382-1743
Blankenship St., Vegas Heights

PROGRESSIVE C, of G, in C.
Eld. Jos. Prudhomme, 642-5556
1155 Lawry Ave., Vegas Heights

ST. PAUL C. of G. in C.
Eld. Coruth Hall, 649-1523
301 N. D St., Las Vegas

(All Churches of God in Cusist)

Bible Band: Tuesday, 8 pm

*Young People: Wednesday, 8 pm
Consecration: Friday, 8 pm

Sunday School: Sunday, 10 am
Morning Service: Sunday, 12 noon
YPW: Sunday, 8 pm '
(*Inspirational at Progressive)

METHODIST

ZION METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. M. D, Bennett, 382-9900
911 N. G St., Las Vegas
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