
breaking Inrougn 
TV Color Barrier 

(LOS ANGELES TIMES columnist Hal Hum- 
phrey recently did an interesting column on the 
problems being encountered by Negro artists 
in their efforts tb “crack” TV, as seen through 
the eyes and caustic wit of comedian Godfrey 
Cambridge. It follows.) 
One of comedian Godfrey Cambridge's sharper rou- 

tines has to do with the "breakthrough" which Negroes 
are supposed to have made into television: 

"Ho, yes, the breakthrough is there," says Godfrey, 
•hut only for a certain type Negro. He must have a deep 
■yoice, he nine feet tall, slim like Harry Belafonte, and be 

ja mixture of Billy Eckstein, Herb Jeffries and Turhan 
Hey. 

•Then,* continues Godfrey, a deep Sigh rising from 

Godfrey Cambridge 

nis Darrei-snapea irame, 
"they tell him he will play 
a cabdriver. Not just any 
cabdriver, y' understand, 
but one with a social con- 
science. 

"And somewhere in 
this script will be the 
word 'Nigger' with the big 
'N' and they will congra- 
tulate themselves for get- 
ting rid of their guilt. Yes- 
sir, when TV producers 
cast a Negro they try to 
relieve the NAACP pres- 
sure for one whole year." 

G o d f r e y's own TV 
DreaKtnrougn came a year ago auer jacx raar ran oh 

two tape shows of the comic's performance at Morgan 
State College at Baltimore. So much favorable comment 
resulted from the first show, Paar stretched Godfrey's 
appearances to three by cutting the second tape into two 

segments. 
This Friday Godfrey makes his eighth visit to the 

Paar show, something he happily would do for nothing 
If necessary, because without Paar's first invitation God- 
frey's future might still be behind him. 

Godfrey is happy for his comedy colleague, Bill Cos- 
by, who has a co-star role with Robert Culp in a new TV 
series, I Spy, coming up on NBC next season. It could be 
another "breakthrough," but Godfrey is waiting to see. 

The Ratings Will Tell 
"That series will go one of two ways—either Madison 

Ave. will say, 'OK, we got a series with a Negro in it 
now, so get off our backs,' or, if the ratings go way up, 
they'll holler, 'Gee whiz!' and, man, next season we'll be 
!}11 over that tube," Godfrey predicts. 
I What is it the Negro wants from TV? Godfrey's an- 
swer to that is so simple that nobody on Madison Ave. 
understands it, because that is a street which deals only 
in "syndromes" and "concepts." 

"When my agent tries to sell me to some TV produ- 
cer," says Godfrey, "the answer is always, 'Fine, we like 
Godfrey—we'll look for a script.' 

"But I don't want them to look for a script, because 
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that means one of those 'problem' shows where every- 
body but me gets rid of his guilt. 

"When a casting director calls me and a white actor 
to read for the same part, that's what I'll call a break- 
through. I saw a documentary on NBC about Lewis and 
Clark, but I didn't see any Negroes, and we were on that 
expedition. 

"There's a new book out called The Negro Cowboy,' 
ftrhich proves among other things that three out of eve- 

fy. eight trail hands in the migration West were 

Negroes. » 

Negroes Bought the Book 
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"Do you know that book was sold out in Hollywood 
the first day, and my friends and I all wanted to think 
that TV producers here had run right out and bought it 
to make TV shows from. But in our hearts we knew 
better. It was Negroes who bought that book." 

Godfrey and most of his talented colleagues keep look- 
ing for signs of a genuine breakthrough, but they know 
they are kidding themselves. 

"The Dick Van Dyke show is a sign of health, and so 
Is Cosby's getting a series, but then recently my agent 
tried to get me on the Red Skelton show and the answer 

tvas, 'But Skelton does insult humor, and we couldn't 
put a Negro in that spot.' 

"I'd like to think it wont take a Selma to get us on TV 
the right way, but it probably will. I know I don't watch 
TV now, because I don't want to break up a $400 TV set, 
br worse yet, find myself talking back to it." 
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